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	UK Biosecurity Breach Tip Of The Iceberg 

	In a new development at the Pirbright UK complex, the source of the foot and mouth virus biosecurity breach that is currently paralysing Britain's faming industry, a lab worker at Pirbright has gone down with Legionnaire's Disease. Legionnaire's Disease is a severe form of pneumonia caused by a bacteria that contaminates water supplies. It can be fatal. This is deeply embarrassing for Pirbright whose not-us-gov attempts at damage limitation have been dealt yet another mortal blow. 

The initial report on the biosecurity breach provided by the Health & Safety Executive is weak, bland and largely unhelpful. Currently attempting to split bio disaster liability by refusing to point the finger directly at either the Merial lab (run by Merck) or the Institute for Animal Health (run by government) located at Pirbright, damages claims made by farmers and ancillary industries will be purposefully muddied. 

BBC's Newsnight reported that part of the Merial facility was built on an area considered at "substantial risk” of flooding, in breach of guidelines.

Meanwhile, a handy bio disaster get-out-clause is being manufactured in the British media by Dr Andrew King, a former head of molecular biology at the Institute for Animal Health in The Times. "Biosecurity was so tight at Pirbright that an outbreak had to have been caused deliberately," says King. Human movement is a police matter and nothing to do with the labs, he maintains. 

Whilst indeed terrorism should always be sensibly factored into any equation over a vaccine industry disaster such as this, firstly answers should be sought a little closer to home within the workings of the Pirbright complex itself. 

“Lab accidents happen more frequently than the public knows,” says Ed Hammond of the Sunshine Project in Austin, Texas, a non-profit organisation that monitors the use of biological agents. “They are not always as spectacular as the one in the UK, but I believe, based on years of looking into this, that there’s a real culture of denial about the scale of the problem.” Hammond recently used the US Freedom of Information Act to confirm and expose an undeclared incident at Texas A&M University in College Station.

For research purposes and to understand what goes on in these deadly germ laboratories that includes startling revelations on virus outbreaks, biological meltdown and infected workers read Lab 257: The Disturbing Story of the Government's Secret Plum Island Germ Laboratory by Michael C. Carroll. The book consists of declassified documents and government interviews on how germ laboratories go horribly wrong, precisely as has just occurred at Pirbright. 

We need to know what's in our midst, how it is run and why and to decide whether it's worth the price that we are paying. 

This we must bear in mind whilst we simultaneously refresh the vaccine industry coffers through their marketing initiatives designed to provide pump income to pay for the fall-out of the very disaster that they have created. 

The irony is beyond words. 

The One Click Group

************************ 

For Further Information:

New Scientist
UK biosecurity lapse is "tip of iceberg"
15:06 09 August 2007
Andy Coghlan

One Click EXTRACTS

"We now know that a research lab was to blame for the latest outbreak of foot and mouth in the UK. But the escape of a biological agent from a supposedly secure facility is nothing new, say experts. Worse, similar incidents are more likely in the future." 

"Hammond of the Sunshine Project says that the UK incident is the latest in a long line of accidents exposed by the Sunshine Project and by other groups, such as the Council for Responsible Genetics in Cambridge, Massachusetts, which has produced a comprehensive list of serious biosecurity accidents and lapses dating back to 1987."

For the full text of the New Scientist article, click here
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