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	Vietnam man paralysed by mouse brain vaccine 

	Thanh Nien News, Vietnam
June 16, 2007

Rabies vaccine used in Vietnam unsafe, says local expert - Prof Dinh Kim Xuyen, deputy director of the ministry’s rabies prevention project

A Vietnamese rabies expert urged the Ministry of Health Friday to stop using a rabies vaccine suspected to have caused paralysis in a man who got a shot recently, calling it unsafe.

The affected man was diagnosed with acute flaccid paralysis three weeks ago after receiving the sixth of a series of eight shots of Fuenzalida vaccine in a Ho Chi Minh City clinic.

Prof Dinh Kim Xuyen, deputy director of the ministry’s rabies prevention project, said the World Health Organization had warned against the use of mouse brain rabies vaccines like Fuenzalida because they were unsafe and prone to side effects.

But they were still being used in Vietnam due to their low cost, she said, adding that 400,000-500,000 people continued to get mouse brain vaccines every year.

In 2002 her agency had recommended that the ministry replaced mouse brain vaccines with the safer cell vaccines.

But the ministry had been unable to do so because of finding supplies and the high cost. Instead, it had begun to use both vaccines, the mouse brain Fuenzalida vaccine and the cell Verorab vaccine.

It had also reduced the number of facilities producing the former from three to one, and advised staff at vaccination centers to closely monitor people getting mouse brain vaccines for excessive reaction.

Mouse brain vaccines normally caused minor reactions which did not need treatment. But out of 10,000 recipients, they caused paralysis in one to three cases.

If doctors had discovered the side effects in the Ho Chi Minh City victim earlier, his paralysis could have been prevented.

Reported by Lien Chau – Translated by The Vinh

Story from Thanh Nien News
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Additional Vaccine Information:

MMR Vaccine Suspended in Ho Chi Minh City Vietnam
MMR Vaccine Trial USA - Overseas Implications 
Flu Vaccines May Harm Unborn Child, The Times 2 June 2007
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