31 May 2004

Mr. Alan Rusbridger

Editor

The Guardian

119 Farringdon Road
London EC1R 3ER


Dear Mr. Rusbridger

Doctors unsympathetic to ME patients, research finds – 28.5.04

On 28th May your newspaper carried an article with the above title written by Annie Kelly and agencies that refers to the name of this disease written as    Myalgic Encephalopathy.  This term is in fact incorrect.  The name of the disease is Myalgic Encephalomyelitis as used by both the World Health Organisation and by the UK government.  

For verification, please see Hansard of the 11th March 2004 in which Lord Warner, Health Minister, stated: “Chronic Fatigue Syndrome/Myalgic Encephalomyelitis is an internationally recognised term for this condition and is used and understood by both clinicians and patients. The US Department of Health and Human Sciences Centres for Disease Control and Prevention adopted the name Chronic Fatigue Syndrome in 1988. 

There is much medical literature tied to the current name, and a change of name should wait at least until an accepted biological marker is found. Until a new name for this illness is agreed internationally we will have to continue to use Chronic Fatigue Syndrome/Myalgic Encephalomyelitis to describe it.” 

11 Mar 2004 : Column WA200.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld199697/ldhansrd/pdvn/lds04/text/40311w05.htm
I think this confusion may have arisen during the journalist’s interview with one Dr. Charles Shepherd (General Practioner) because his charity is called the Myalgic Encephalopathy Association.   The name of his charity conforms neither to the World Health Organisation’s listing and classification of the illness nor to the UK government’s.  I suspect that Dr. Shepherd is persisting in promoting this incorrect Myalgic Encephalopathy term in the media merely to promote the name of his charity. 

The ME/CFS community and myself would be grateful if The Guardian could use the correct name of the disease as Myalgic Encephalomyelitis as used by the World Health Organisation and the UK government in any editorial in the future.

Many thanks.

Kind regards

Jane Bryant

Director

THE ONE CLICK GROUP

(Pressure Group for ME/CFS ICD-10 G93.3)

http://www.theoneclickgroup.co.uk
Cc.  Annie Kelly and agencies – The Guardian

