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How to teach the hard to reach
A new system has recently been launched in Britain that is set to transform the way that children unable to access mainstream school are taught. The Nisai Virtual Academy (NVA), the first of its kind anywhere in the world and developed in Britain, is a virtual school providing live, interactive, teacher-led education to children throughout the UK that extends and complements existing education provision. The NVA works in partnership with local education providers to deliver an integrated service that follows the National Curriculum and includes:
·
Frequent communication withthose responsible for pastoralcare
·
Provision of reports, feedback and pupil course work
·
Regular review sessions

A current report suggests that there are 150,000 children per annum in UK who require education out of school for differing reasons. Children out of school often become disadvantaged through curriculum discontinuity and social isolation. Through the NVA, children with long-term illness, special needs, pregnant teenagers, gifted and talented children who require further educational challenges or children with a history of exclusion are amongst the many categories that benefit and can maintain a regular level of education in their own environment. Over 40 Local Education Authorities are using Nisai technology to provide education to children.
Now any child in the UK can attend a virtual school. Equipped with a standard computer, with any kind of internet access, pupils can receive an excellent standard of education. There are two parts to this provision:
The Virtual Classroom

Pupils attend virtual classrooms where they take part in live, interactive learning with subject specialist teachers and other online classmates. Teachers can launch any learning material, give pupils learning tasks, take the class on a visit to a website and break the class up into smaller collaboration groups. Participants commuhicate using audio, web cam and text chat while simultaneously sharing access to any document and any software. They can collaborate on any document in any format, visit any website together and share access to any software (even when that software is only loaded onto only one of the participating computers).
Self-Paced Assignments

Pupils are given access to the NVA’s secure web portal where they collect, complete and submit self-paced assignments. These assignments have been designed by teachers for children out of school. They can be differentiated to match the needs of specific pupils. Pupils can also access recordings of live lessons; subject forums; news items; e​mail; and personal planners.
Parents are highly delighted. The Mother of a young boy suffering from the neurological brain disease ME/CFS (lCD- 10 G93.3) who has missed out on almost three years of formal schooling due to ill health commented: “There has been a crying need for a bespoke long distance e learning system that is interactive and that can address specific needs tailored to the individual child for some time. ‘With Nisai’s interactive virtual classroom, not only was my son (age 13) able to continue with his education when his health permitted, but he was also able to make new friends as well. This is known as a win win situation for all. The Local Education Authorities who are able to provide a cost-effective yet sophisticated educational solution, the child who is learning and actually enjoying the process and the parents who are immensely relieved and pleased that their child is making such progress under the most difficult of ill-health circumstances.”
David Teece, head of the Warwickshire ECOS team and NVA Principal said:
“Warwickshire’s pioneering work, using the same educational approach that has led to the development of the NVA, showed that 38 children entered 134 GCSE subjects last year and obtained a 53% pass rate with A, B and C grades. The average for the authority in that year was only 51%. It should be noted that previously, many of these children would not have been entered for any GCSEs at all because of their circumstances before Nisai technology became available to assist them with their education.”
For thousands upon thousands of children, interactive technology offers a link to classmates and teachers and prevents them from losing academic ground and losing touch. It’s fun and it works.
The Nisal Group currently operates in the United Kingdom, Denmark, Holland, Italy and Portugal. Expansion into other European countries is on the agenda.
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