
14 September 2006
	The Veterinary Laboratories Agency UK (DEFRA) 

	On the 1 September 2006, the Daily Mail national UK newspaper published an article by Julie Wheldon entitled UK Fears over Lyme Disease as ticks flourish. As stated in the copy published by One Click on 4 September, this has led One Click researchers down the path of investigating possible links between BSE, Scrapie, Louping Ill, Morgellons Disease, Lyme Disease/Borreliosis and ME/CFS.

We began our inquires by contacting the Moredun Foundation with the posing of six very simple initial questions. The Moredun Foundation kindly answered four of them and directed us to the Veterinary Laboratories Agency for response to the other two. The VLA maintains that it is a reference laboratory for many farm animal diseases. The VLA is part of DEFRA UK - The Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs. 

Initially cooperative, an employee at the VLA's Weybridge office responded: "I have asked one of our experts to look at your questions but unfortunately he is on leave today. He really is the man that would be best placed to answer them and he is due back tomorrow. Are you able to wait until then?" We answered in the affirmative. 

To our surprise, the promised telephone call never materialised and our initial very simple inquiries were then hijacked and blocked by the VLA Records and Information Officer, one Ms. Kate Pritchard. Currently, the VLA is refusing to answer the two very simple questions posed and has denied us access to the promised expert. 

Such stonewalling and outrageously evasive behaviour is absolutely guaranteed to do two things: 

1. Ensure that immense research interest has now been generated into this line of inquiry.

2. Bring escalation of this matter to the attention of the Rt Hon David Miliband, Secretary of State for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs, if necessary. 

If the VLA refuses to answer, perhaps the Minister will.

This obstructive VLA behaviour has now ensured that what started out as a normal, standard inquiry will now be followed through right down the line. One Click will be continuing its inquiries into the possible links between BSE, Scrapie, Louping Ill, Morgellons Disease, Lyme Disease/Borreliosis and ME/CFS with renewed vigour. There is nothing like being at the sharp end of evasive and obfuscatory tactics employed by a government agency serving to wonderfully focus the mind. 

Courtesy of the VLA, it has now become abundantly clear that this story has legs. We have many more questions. We live in interesting times. 
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