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	Prion Disease News 

	As previously stated, One Click is currently investigating possible links between BSE, Scrapie, Louping Ill, Morgellons Disease, Lyme Disease/Borreliosis and ME/CFS. 

This particular item below published by Today on-line on the 14 September 2006 is very interesting indeed. Scrapie in sheep is a cousin of BSE in cattle. In the 1940s in Iceland, Scrapie had taken hold of the Icelandic flocks and the entire industry was under threat. The Icelandic authorities decided upon a massive cull and slaughtered all affected flocks, which were then replaced by Scrapie-free sheep. 

To the consternation of the Icelandic authorities and with no animal parts having been introduced to the feed, the flocks nonetheless developed Scrapie once more. This was a severe economic setback. It was surmised at that time that the infectious Scrapie agent, a prion disease, must be present within the environment. As per the article from Today on-line, soil as an infective agent is now being ruled out. 

The question therefore arises: Just what is the infectious agent in the environment that causes prion diseases?

For the many scientists around the globe reading this One Click material, you will doubtless have no difficulty in understanding precisely where this investigative path is currently taking us. 

Together with this Today on-line article, we now publish links to the seminal Poison On A Plate book by Professor Richard Lacey, together with a review by journalist Jerome Burne in The Independent national UK newspaper. 

As our investigations continue and as the news comes in, we shall report it. 

The One Click Group 

*******************

Today on-line

Mad-cow protein is degraded by soil

Thursday • September 14, 2006

A scientist holds a sample of a cattle's brain with a pair of tweezers. The rogue prion protein that causes mad-cow disease is degraded by prolonged exposure to the soil, according to French research that may close off a path of exploration as to why cattle still fall sick with this disorder.
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Mad Cow protein degraded by soil

Scientists are eager to figure out why cows are still becoming infected with bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE) even though the known sources of contamination have ostensibly been tackled.

These sources include cattle feed made from the ground-up remains of infected animal carcases, and calves born from cows which themselves had the brain-destroying disease.

Some experts hypothesise that BSE's prion proteins, which are known to be hardy, hole up in the soil.

They could, according to this theory, be deposited in the soil by faeces, or more likely, by placenta and then infect grazing animals.

Sketchy evidence to support this emerged in Iceland in 1994 *, when a flock of sheep with scrapie, a cousin of BSE, was held in a field, removed and then replaced with scrapie-free sheep, which then went onto to develop the disease. 

But a study which appears online in the journal Environmental Science and Technology says that prions get degraded by microbial enzymes in the soil.

Researchers at the Claude Bernard University in Lyon buried 17 carcasses of four-month-old uninfected lambs in a pasture at depths of 25 centimetres (one foot), 45 cms (1.5 feet) or 105 cms (3.45 feet), and examined them at intervals up to a year later to see how far their tissues had rotted.

They then took samples from the same soil, isolating soluble enzymes which were then tested in lab dishes on the rogue protein.

Researcher Agnes Richaume said that prions that were deposited on pastures were likely to stimulate a similar response from enzymes in the soil surface, which would degrade them too.

"Our work (in carcasses buried underground) is also valid for that scenario too," she told AFP.

Britain, which was the epicentre of the scare in the 1990s, had 164 detected cases of BSE in 2005 following 227 in 2004, according to official figures. — AFP

MediaCorp Press Ltd.

*******************

* One Click Note: Sketchy evidence in relation to the Iceland issue? Hmm... One Click suggests to our worldwide readers that you obtain a copy of the book Poison On A Plate by Professor Richard Lacey, previously a Professor of Microbiology (and a qualified medical doctor) at Leeds University. Details of the Icelandic ovine crisis are contained therein. Lacey's exposure of UK government corruption over the BSE crisis led to him and his family receiving death threats. Copies of Poison on a Plate can be obtained from Amazon. One click this link. The Iceland episode is clearly delineated, together with a great deal more of very interesting information. 

Journalist Jerome Burne wrote a review of Professor Lacey's book at the time of publication in 1998 for The Independent national UK newspaper. It now gives us great pleasure to republish this review:

TO: Emma Cook
Independent, features
Review - Poison on a plate
By Jerome Burne

While reading this book, my children were playing a tape of the fable of the “Emperor’s New Clothes”. Its moral was clear, pointing out the truth to authority is not only the right thing to do, it also brings rewards. The honest gardener, in this version, was made Lord Chancellor. In the real world, however, pointing out inconvenient truths is rarely appreciated as Professor Richard Lacey has painfully discovered over the past 15 years.

The man who blew the whistle on not only BSE, but salmonella, listeria and cook-chill as well, has been forced out of his job, suffered death threats, and been dubbed the “Mad Professor” - a hysteric who was academically out of his depth. Last week, at the British Association for the Advancement of Science festival, I was confidentially told that he was a bit too fond of the media and had ventured out of his field over BSE. This about a man who wrote one of the definitive scientific review papers on the topic back in 1990 and on the day when a news story indicated that BSE could have passed to sheep. A lot of effort went into blackening Lacey’s name.

It is now clear that the BSE crisis was appallingly handled. The Ministry of Agriculture Fisheries and Food, [now renamed DEFRA] other Whitehall departments and the ministers involved were all astoundingly economical with the truth when it came to informing the public about what they knew or at least suspected. The policy was to avoid admitting anything that might damage the interests of farmers and food producers, regardless of the possible dangers to the public health. In “Poison on a Plate: the dangers of the food we eat and how to avoid them” (Metro £12.99) Lacey, clearly and straightforwardly, details one fudge and lie after another. It is a shocking read.

For example, the one detail of the BSE story that every one remembers is that the cows probably developed it when they were fed ground up animal protein. Turning herbivores into cannibals is so horrible it sticks in the mind. What Lacy makes clear, however, is although it hardly put farmers in a good light, this explanation suited the farming lobby and their allies as MAFF [DEFRA] very well. It provided an explanation of how the whole thing started and, by implication, meant that the trouble should be over once the practise stopped. 

But while it may have been a factor, as far back as 1988 the government suspected that it wasn’t the only one. Another possibility, with far more horrifying implications, was that BSE could be passed from cow to her calves. Lacy had suggested this as much in 1990 and was dismissed as ignorant and hysterical. However by that time the government had already carried out top secret tests of precisely that theory. 

By 1993 it was clear that it could happen and eventually it emerged that it occurred in over 10% of cases where the mother was infected and nearly 5% where she wasn’t. Yet no one officially admitted the fact until last year. What that means is that animal protein cattle feed isn’t the only source of BSE, and raises the possibility that infected humans could pass it on to their offspring. 

But the book is remarkably free from “I told you so’s”. He does allow himself a pat on the back when the new Labour government sets up the new Food Standards Agency, promises more openness about public health issues and sets up an enquiry to investigate the whole sorry affair All things he had been agitating for for years. 

What the book does show clearly that the BSE was a disaster waiting to happen. The early food scares that first brought Lacey to prominence in the 1980’s - salmonella and listeria - were dry runs for what happened later. In each case the instinctive response of the ministry was to deny, delay and ignore. Lacy used the media because there were no other channels open to him. Again the cumulative detail is shocking. 

For instance, it emerges that while MAFF [DEFRA] were denying there was any problem with salmonella infected flocks, they had already spent three years agonising over how much to tell the public about secret reports detailing the level of infection. Similarly the dangers of both listeria and E.coli 0157 were known long before preventable outbreaks of infection killed dozens of people. 

But it’s all right now isn’t it? Matters are certainly better, although the number of food poisoning cases continues to rise. Some safety standards have been tightened up and Labour’s promises of more openness means that the kind of blatant evasions we saw under the Tories should be harder. But there is still the great unknown hanging over BSE. It obviously has infected humans and although so far there are only officially 27 dead: for a number of reasons that may be a gross underestimate. 

Certainly no one knows is just how many have been infected by this terrible disease. Hundreds? Thousands? Millions? From his extensive research Lacey plumps for the grim figure of a 5% death rate from CJD (the form BSE takes in humans) among the UK population within the next ten years. He believes the decision not to institute a major slaughter program in 1990 will turn out to be “the biggest disaster both in suffering and in hard cash that a British government has ever taken in peace time.” Other experts believe he is being wildly alarmist.

The truth is we just don’t know because Government inertia has meant that there has not been the sort of concentrated research campaign, and there still isn’t, into BSE that was brought to bear on the comparable crisis of AIDS. There certainly is not an inkling of a cure, we don’t know how BSE is transmitted, and the only way of telling whether animals or humans are infected is by a post mortem or by taking brain tissue sample when symptoms are well advanced.

One lesson from the book stands out very clearly. The food on our plates suddenly became more dangerous as a result of technological developments that changed the way our food was grown or raised and prepared. Freezing, convenience foods and the microwave contributed to the earlier food poisoning scares, while feeding animal protein to herbivores was certainly an element in BSE. These all had unforeseen effects that allowed otherwise harmless microbes to colonise new territory - the human gut or brain. 

Now genetic engineering of our food promises to make equally wide ranging changes in the nature of our foods and it is also backed by very wealthy vested interests. Will any one take notice of the watchdogs when they bark next time around or will we have to wait until the children start dying?

*******************

To obtain copies of Poison On A Plate, one click this link.

*******************
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