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THE PACE CAMPAIGN

The Independent national UK newspaper broke the story today of the Medical Research Council/PACE Trial issue that blows the lid off one of the most serious scandals in UK medical history. 

See here: 

http://news.independent.co.uk/uk/health_medical/story.jsp?story=519815
ME/CFS ICD-10 G93.3 is the massive, unrecognised, unsung and untreated global plague. Our numbers are our vast strength. The One Click Group would ask you to please read this document.  Take your time and print it out if you need to.  This is a proactive campaign for ME/CFS sufferers. We need to work together as the ME/CFS community – both nationally UK and internationally worldwide - to achieve our objectives.  Please ask your carers, friends, families and relations to help. 

With the PACE Campaign we have a hook to generate media, political, medical and general public interest that *will* result in action if we assist each other.   

That hook is the comprehensive waste of millions upon millions of pounds sterling of British taxpayers money that is set to be spent on psychiatric clinical trials that will use psychosocial management regimes and treatments that have been shown to be make sufferers of the neurological disease ME/CFS comprehensively worse in many, many cases.  And that this scandal is being condoned, assisted and promoted by the charity Action for ME (AfME) that is providing “compliance, collaboration and support” to the psychiatric lobby in the UK in regard to these psychosocial treatments and trials. 
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1. PRESENT POSITION

It is wrong that the psychiatrists carrying out this research are themselves employed to provide the therapies being studied at the newly operational ME/CFS centres.  It is unethical for people with proven commercial interests in these studies to be designing and running this £2.5m trial, given the proven evidence of their commercial interest in the desired outcome.

If the PACE trial and the psychosocial treatments in these ME/CFS centres are allowed to go ahead in the UK, you will be next worldwide.  The group of psychiatrists in the UK led by Professor Simon Wessley and inclusive of Dr. Peter White and Michael Sharpe et al has the monopoly of international influence as one of its primary goals. Psychiatry is the one branch of medicine that does not require any empirical evidence to prove its case. 

As the ME/CFS community UK we request that an Injunction be placed on these psychosocial PACE and FINE trials, pending the outcome of a Public Inquiry that is immediately required.

2. MEDIA ACTION

ME/CFS media action will be covered and published in a separate document.

3.  POLITICAL ACTION

3.1 Contact Your Member of Parliament

Please could all UK residents write to their Member of Parliament (MP). To obtain the name of your MP and his/her contact details, please see here:

http://www.parliament.uk/directories/hciolists/alms.cfm
Send your MP:

a) A copy of The PACE Report

http://www.theoneclickgroup.co.uk/documents/PACE/THE%20PACE%20REPORT.doc
b) A copy of the Press Release

http://www.theoneclickgroup.co.uk/documents/media/PRESS%20RELEASE,%20NOTES%20TO%20EDITORS%20AND%20BACKGROUND%20INFORMATION%20(Internet).doc
c) A copy of the template email/letter 

http://www.theoneclickgroup.co.uk/documents/PACE/TEMPLATE%20LETTER%20TO%20YOUR%20MEMBER%20OF%20PARLIAMENT.doc
3.2 The House of Commons Science and Technology Committee

On the 25 March 2003, the House of Commons Science & Technology Committee produced the most scathing report on the Medical Research Council that strongly criticised this organisation for poor planning and focusing on expensive, long-term projects that are politically-driven and have diverted money away from “top quality grant proposals”.   Clearly nothing has changed.   

See here:

http://www.parliament.the-stationery-office.co.uk/pa/cm200203/cmselect/cmsctech/132/13203.htm
And see here:

http://www.biomedcentral.com/news/20030325/04/
The One Click Group will be submitting The PACE Report to this House of Commons Science and Technology Committee today. 

Of particular relevance to The PACE Campaign are the following MPs who sit on the House of Commons Science and Technology Committee:

Dr Ian Gibson (Chairman), Norwich, North Labour 

Paul Farrelly, Newcastle-under-Lyme, Labour 

Dr Evan Harris, Oxford West and Abingdon, Liberal Democrats 

Kate Hoey, Vauxhall, Labour 

Dr Brian Iddon, Bolton, South-East Labour 

Mr Robert Key, Salisbury, Conservative 

Mr Tony McWalter, Hemel Hempstead, Labour 

Dr Andrew Murrison, Westbury, Conservative 

Geraldine Smith, Morecambe and Lunesdale, Labour 

Bob Spink, Castle Point, Conservative 

Dr Desmond Turner, Brighton, Kemptown Labour

If any of the elected representatives above is your MP, please make your views known.  

4. LOCAL AND REGIONAL ACTION
The local ME/CFS groups are an excellent way of disseminating information.  Please contact your Local ME/CFS group.  Tell them about the editorial in the Independent and The PACE Campaign.  Ask them to assist.  

5.  INTERNATIONAL ACTION – TEMPLATE EMAIL/LETTER 

Although this travesty is occurring in the UK, the ramifications of this issue have enormous international consequences.  This group of psychiatrists led by Professor Simon Wessely, Dr. Peter White and Michael Sharpe amongst others have attempted to influence medical opinion on ME/CFS worldwide for many years.  

No matter where you live, from the far corners of the earth, please write to the Chief Medical Officer in the UK.  It is just copy and paste.  

The *email* and *snail mail* addresses for your letters are included for your convenience. See the template email/letter for Sir Liam Donaldson, The Chief Medical Officer, here:  

http://www.theoneclickgroup.co.uk/documents/PACE/TEMPLATE%20LETTER%20TO%20YOUR%20MEMBER%20OF%20PARLIAMENT.doc
Please write to this man. Tell him that the world is watching these events unfold.  That this travesty being perpetrated on ME/CFS sufferers led by the psychiatric lobby UK is wrong.  Cogently, politely and reasonably, please make Sir Liam Donaldson listen.   And make him respond.  

6. SUMMARY

Media Action UK  - Contact your local newspaper. 

Political Action UK – Contact your MP

Local and Regional Action UK – Contact your Local ME/CFS Group

International Political Action – Email the Chief Medical Officer UK

7.  CONCLUSION

Make your views known.  It is seldom that we have an opportunity to broadcast our plight with such a story that highlights the malfeasance and malpractice carried out on ME/CFS sufferers as we have today.  Let us please not waste this opportunity that we.

LET US FIND OUR VOICE AND USE IT!

Jane Bryant

Angela Kennedy

THE ONE CLICK GROUP
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