PERMISSION TO REPOST

Barton / DOH / MRC on CFS/ME research (UK)

This so-called statement just issued from Barton/Department of Health/Medical Research Council on ME/CFS research (UK) is a complete and utter nonsense.

See here:

http://www.theoneclickgroup.co.uk/documents/PACE/Department%20of%20Health%20on%20CFS-ME%20research%20-%20From%20Barton%20(UK).doc
Why is Colin Barton – the discredited charity Action for ME (AfME) Affiliate - doing the Department of Health/Medical Research Council/AfME public relations we wonder?  Can they not find someone with a bit more gravitas than this?  

In this so-called DOH statement it is maintained: "Neither the PACE (Pacing, Activity and Cognitive behaviour therapy: a randomised Evaluation) nor the FINE (Fatigue Intervention by Nurses Evaluation) trials will provide a cure for CFS/ME but that is not their purpose."

Just so.  The psychosocial PACE and FINE trials are designed to provide long-term employment opportunities for the psychiatrists, their friends and supporters.  These trails will not only provide no cure, but these damaging psychosocial treatments being used in these trials have in cases too numerous to mention damaged many ME/CFS sufferers and made them considerably worse.  As has been so clearly evinced by AfME's very own survey on those most severely afflicted with ME/CFS.    

Since in the PACE trial, the use of the Oxford criteria exclusion definition will preclude *ALL* organic brain disease ME/CFS sufferers from entry, it is blatantly dishonest to maintain that "There is a need for rigorous scientific review of such [psychosocial] treatments [APT/CBT/GET] in order to provide an evidence-base for clinical treatment of CFS/ME."  

How can psychosocial treatments provide relief from an organic brain disease?

Since ME/CFS *is*an organic brain disease and recognised as such by the World Health Organisation and the UK government, why it is necessary for the Medical Research Council to waste millions upon millions of pounds sterling of British taxpayers money in this possibly fraudulent and certainly unscientific endeavour is a question that is being entertained by sufferers and medical professionals worldwide. 

This statement also has it that: "Funds are allocated by a process that requires investigators to submit proposals for rigorous peer review."

The MRC has been questioned by both the national media UK and The One Click pressure group as to who these people are who provided this rigorous peer review.  Not only did the MRC refuse to give their names, but they also refused to even give the medical specialities of said individuals.

As part of The One Click pressure group remit, the media are being kept closely informed as to every twist and turn of this outrageous medical scandal.  Whilst the Medical Research Council continues to behave in this way, this story over the massive amount of wasted  British taxpayers money in relation to these psychosocial trials for an organic brain disease will run and run and run and run.  As they say in the media trade, this story’s got legs.  Very, very disreputable legs indeed.

A version of this post will shortly be uploaded to The One Click Group website at:

http://www.theoneclickgroup.co.uk
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