
24 October 2006
	Overt Psychiatric Bias - NICE Guidelines Development Group 

	The One Click Group is in the process of compiling its Response to the CFS/ME Draft NICE Guidelines. Our submission to NICE in relation to these Guidelines will cover our objections as follows: 

Structure, Process and Content. 

Today, One Click has been researching the first part of this Response - the structure of the Guidelines Development Group itself and the known affiliation of its members with the Wessely School psychiatrists, if any. A very small group of people, together with their 'anonymous' advisers are directly responsible for producing these Guidelines that have been pronounced by all advocates as unfit for purpose. 

Research shows that of the eighteen NICE Guidelines Group members in total, eleven have exhibited overt psychiatric bias and adherence to the prejudiced dogma of the Wessely School Psychiatrists, as we delineate below.

Four of the Guidelines Development Group members and their preconceived views on ME/CFS, if any, are unknown to us and we would ask our One Click readers and participants to provide us with information in regard to the following: 

Dr Tony Downes
General Medical Practitioner, Cheshire

Mrs Judith Harding
Community Dietician, Essex

Dr Philip M.D. Wood
Consultant Immunologist, Leeds.

The three Patient Representatives sitting on the Guidelines Development Group who have been singularly conspicuous by their failure to provide Statements over the CFS/ME NICE Guidelines to date are:

Mr Richard Eddleston
Patient Representative, Nottingham.

Ms Ute Elliot
Patient Representative, Sheffield.

Ms Tanya Harrison
Patient Representative, Norfolk. (The BRAME two person organisation that Tanya Harrison represents also sits on the Stakeholder Committee).

It is unfortunately the case that if these Patient Representatives on the Guidelines Development Group continue to fail in their duty to patients by refusing to provide Statements with immediate effect as to their role in the development of these CFS/ME NICE Guidelines and how they have prosecuted the best interests of ME/CFS patients on our behalf or not, our readers and participants tell us that the said Patient Representatives are in danger of being needlessly demonised due to their refusal to speak out. This would be most unfortunate. If you have information that is germane to the above, please contact One Click.

We would like our readers and participants to rest assured that we will be covering a great deal more material in our Response to NICE over these Guidelines than just the psychiatric bias of the Guidelines Development Group and its Advisors. However, we need full details of this matter for legal purposes and the ever looming prospect of our intent to seek Judicial Review.

We would ask our readers and participants to review this list below carefully. Are we being unfair to any of these people? Is there information contained below that is incorrect? Is there information that you would like us to add to this list?

Please write to One Click at mail@theoneclickgroup.co.uk.

The One Click Group

*********************************************

The CFS/ME Draft NICE Guidelines

The Guidelines Development Group

Professor Richard Baker, (Chairman). Director, Clinical Governance R&D Unit, Leicester. When giving NICE evidence to the Gibson ME/CFS Parliamentary Inquiry on ME/CFS on 10 May 2006 between 3.30pm - 5.30pm, the recorded Minutes of that meeting reflect this: "Richard Baker pointed to the PACE trial as a good example of work being undertaken within the UK at present. Ian Gibson pointed to the criticism that has been voiced about the trial and its underlying research, which some have accused of being biased toward a psychiatric model. Richard Baker responded by reaffirming that the cause of CFS/ME is still unknown and that he believed that after talking to PACE researchers, he did not believe this to be the case." From these Minutes it is shown that Professor Baker, the Chairman of the NICE Guidelines Development Group, does not subscribe to the World Health Organisation classification of ME/CFS as a neurological illness under ICD-10 G93.3 and is a supporter of the scientifically fraudulent PACE and FINE psychiatric clinical trials. 

Dr William Hamilton has spent the last fifteen years employed by the Medical Insurance Industry and has a track record of overtly supporting the psychiatric paradigm on ME/CFS, maintaining that it is a behavioural disorder. 

Jessica Bavinton, Physiotherapy Clinical Specialist (CFS), London, is documented as an overt supporter of Graded Exercise Therapy and psychosocial interventions of a neurological illness. In an article penned by Bavinton in the Kent & Sussex ME/CFS Society Newsletter, Summer 2004, she promoted GET as "...one of the most effective therapy strategies currently known.”

Dr Esther Crawley, Consultant Paediatrician, Bath, is the Lead Clinician for the Bath/Bristol Paediatric ME/CFS service. Dr Crawley has been in receipt of Major Grants, Contracts and Consultancies in 2003 in the development of this ‘CFS/ME’ Centre such as:

DOH grant for centre for CFS/ME, Co-author.
Competitive funding for administrative centre to co-ordinate care and data collection for adults and children with CFS/ME in the South West, Department of Health grant.

DOH clinical service grant, Co-author.
Competitive funding for a new clinical service for children with CFS/ME in the South West, Department of Health grant.

These 'CFS/ME' Centres such as the one in which Dr Crawley is lead clinician have been roundly condemned by ME/CFS labelled patients around the United Kingdom in documentation provided by the RiME Group - The Campaign for Research into Myalgic Encephalomyelitis http://www.erythos.com/RiME

Details of Dr Frederick Nye and his involvement with ME/CFS are very well documented in the paper submitted by the 25% ME Group for the Severely Affected in its Response to NICE over these Draft Guidelines (available in the One Click NICE Archives, NICE Concerns from Kate Stewart) that states: "Dr Fred Nye is a consultant physician and “Clinical Champion” of the Liverpool “CFS” Clinical Network Co-ordinating Centre, whose advertisement for therapists informed applicants that “CFS” patients have perpetuating illness behaviour; that they experience barriers to understanding; that there can be significant barriers to accepting the changes needed in behaviour, which have to be overcome in therapy in order to facilitate a successful outcome; that the Fatigue Therapist will be required to modify patients’ predisposing personality style and provide motivation to patients with CFS; that some clients may be resistant to working in a psychological framework and that there may be verbal aggression (Chronic Fatigue Treatment Service: Ref: 2570. Closing date: 31st January 2005). Following the resultant distress and offence to patients, Nye apologised publicly and the advertisement was withdrawn but the question remains how, under Nye’s leadership, such an advertisement came to be issued in the first place.”
The only neurologist on the Guidelines Development Group, Dr Richard Grünewald, is a Consultant Neurologist at the Royal Hallamshire Hospital in Sheffield. A dedicated supporter of Somatoform Disorders, Dr Grünewald has produced work supporting and extensively referencing the work of Professor Simon Wessely, head of the Wessely School psychiatrists. (Functional symptoms in neurology: questions and answers, Journal of Neurology Neurosurgery and Psychiatry 2005;76:307-314 © 2005). Dr Grunewald has also written on 'fatigue states' and is Associate Editor of the Behavioural Neurology Journal that explores abnormal human cognition and behaviour, amongst his other activities.

Miss Amanda O'Donovan is a Senior Clinical Psychologist at St Bartholomew's Hospital. Barts Hospital contains the CFS/ME Centre that has recently been the subject of an intense media campaign designed to hype and propagandize the services of psychiatrist Peter White, leader of the scientifically fraudulent PACE trial (See One Click Presentation to Gibson ME/CFS Parliamentary Inquiry). Ms. O'Donovan stated in an interview carried out by the charity Action for ME (AfME) that sells these CBT/GET treatments direct to the public: "Graded activity can be a useful addition to CBT..." Other AfME interviewees on this occasion were Louise Ritson, CBT Psychotherapist and Clinical psychologist Dr Hazel O'Dowd.

Dr Alastair Sainthouse works as a Consultant Psychiatrist at King's College, London in the Chronic Fatigue Research and Treatment Unit with Professor Simon Wessely, the leader of the psychiatric lobby in the United Kingdom. The Head of Services is Professor Trudie Chalder. 

Dr Julia Smedley, Consultant Occupational Physician, Southampton University NHS Trust, is involved in the production of the document entitled ‘Occupational Aspects of the Management of Chronic Fatigue Syndrome: a National Guideline’ (DH Publication 2006/273539 http://www.nhsplus.nhs.uk/clinical-guidelines/Docs/273539_CFSyndrome.pdf) that has been simultaneously launched with these NICE Draft Guidelines. The content of this document is reflected by the fact that its own Guideline Development Group included Professor Trudie Chalder, with its External Assessors as psychiatrists Professors Michael Sharpe and Peter White, all of whom believe that ME/CFS is a Somatoform Disorder with the concomitant effect of labelling ME/CFS patients as mentally deviant. Dr Julia Smedley is thanked for her contribution to this document displaying overt psychiatric bias and it is announced: "We are grateful to the following colleagues who have commented on various sections and drafts of the manuscript: .....Dr Julia Smedley, Consultant Occupational Physician, Southampton University NHS Trust." 

Dr David Vickers is a Consultant Community Paediatrician in Cambridge who was involved as a Delphi Participant in the development of the RCPCH Guidelines in ME/CFS children that have been so roundly condemned due to the overt psychiatric bias of the treatments recommended for children that have never been scientifically tested on them. Dr Vickers works in Child Protection for the Cambridgeshire Local Safeguarding Children Board. Dr Vickers also works with Dr Peter Lachman, a designated Child Abuse specialist and an advocate of the methods of the disgraced Professor Sir Roy Meadow and Dr David Southfield in relation to Munchausen Syndrome by Proxy/FII, who have both now been disciplined by their professional body and the subject of much litigation. Peter Lachman came to notoriety when it was discovered that this Child Abuse specialist was most inappropriately running a children's 'CFS/ME' Centre in West London, despite having no sourceable papers and/or credentials in this field. Drs Vickers and Lachman co-authored the paper entitled ''The national service framework for children' doi:10.1136/bmj.329.7468.693 BMJ 2004;329;693-694.

Mrs. Gillian Walsh is the Network Co-ordinator Manchester Clinical Network, Manchester. This CFS/ME Centre is yet another on the list that has been condemned by ME/CFS patients. A sufferer writes to RiME - Campaign for Research into Myalgic Encephalomyelitis: "... everything about the Manchester CNCC suggests a stitch-up. The leading figure in the process is a psychiatrist Dr L. He appears to promote a psychosocial model of ME which fits in nicely with govt guidelines. Once again ME patients, those who suffer 24/7, are neglected and sidelined. Well done to the new Manchester Group for challenging what is happening here ..."

Mrs. Carol Wilson is the Lead Occupational Therapist Cornwall CFS/ME Service, Falmouth. Mrs. Wilson is yet another individual involved in the production of the overtly biased RCPCH Guidelines on ME/CFS labelled children. Carol Wilson works closely with Professor Anthony Pinching, Chair of the CFS/ME Investment Steering Group and, as stated by the Royal Cornwall Hospitals NHS Trust, is the Lead "in Occupational therapy, focusing on activity management and adjustment .... linked to existing community rehabilitation teams."

*****************************************

The legal stench emanating from the above is palpable. Please send your information and comments to One Click at: mail@theoneclickgroup.co.uk

*****************************************
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