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28 December 2005
CFS/ME NICE Guideline

Dear CFS/ME Questionnaire volunteer,
Thank you for agreeing to complete a questionnaire about CFS/ME to assist the Guideline Development Group.
As you are aware NICE guidelines are based on research evidence, and before completing the questionnaire, we would therefore ask you to read the summary of evidence resulting from a systematic review (the Evidence Review) of published research.  The review was carried out by the University of York and updates the earlier review which informed the CMO’s report.  The report of the research evidence is contained in the first 86 pages of the document.  The background information, including the methods used, is included for completeness.  I am sending it to you now so that you may read it prior to receiving the questionnaire.  
The process so far has been that the Guideline Development Group (GDG) has reviewed the evidence presented in this review which is divided into four sub-sections. These being: Case identification; Diagnosis & Investigations; Interventions and Information & Support.  For each sub-section they discussed the evidence and developed the statements which synthesised the evidence.  From this, the GDG identified areas where there is uncertainty or variation in practice.  These areas form the basis of the questionnaire which will be sent to you as an electronic document in February.   
As you know, this questionnaire is not part of the standard NICE process, but is being piloted for this guideline as part of the formal consensus process. The GDG will take the results into consideration but, as with all NICE guidelines, the final content of the guideline is the responsibility of the GDG. You will have the opportunity to comment on the final document during the public consultation period.   
Detailed instructions will be provided along with the questionnaire in February. After reading the attached, the questionnaire should take between 1 and 2 hours to complete in total.  However, it will be divided into sections and, if it is more convenient for you to complete in four sessions, you are able to do so. The Guideline Development Group will be given the summarised results of the questionnaire but nothing will be presented to the GDG which will identify you individually.    
The schedule for the questionnaire:

	Date
	Action



	6th February 2006
	You will receive the questionnaire and instructions on how to complete it by email.


	3rd March 2006
	DEADLINE for you to return the questionnaire for analysis. 
Completed questionnaires should be returned to cfs_me@rcgp.org.uk  by 12noon.

Unfortunately, as deadlines are tight, we are unable to accept questionnaires that are submitted after the deadline.


More information on the guideline development and the timing of the consultation is on the NICE website – www.nice.org.uk 

Once again, many thanks for your valuable contributions and I will contact you again in February with the questionnaire.  Should you have any questions in the meantime, please contact me.
Yours sincerely

Nicola Costin
Health Services Research Fellow
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