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	NICE Hit By Furious Public Backlash - Judicial Review 

	What the National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) is trying to do to ME/CFS labelled patients, it is also doing to those with Alzheimer’s. See below. 

Campaigners for the right of Alzheimer’s sufferers are preparing to take NICE to court and apply for a Judicial Review over its nonsensical decision to deny treatment to 50,000 people each year. NICE has been hit by a furious backlash from a powerful coalition of doctors, charities and drug companies. 

It is abundantly clear that NICE is proposing to enforce as standard care the evidentially damaging psychosocial CBT/GET treatments for ME/CFS labelled patients through its Draft Guidelines; not because these will assist the countless thousands, but purely down to cost and the overwhelming influence of the psychiatric lobby whose research on ME/CFS, the wastepaper basket diagnosis, is the only kind currently sanctioned by the Medical Research Council UK.

Whilst the incompetent NICE is toying with people's lives, the following transpires:

* £14 billion is being spent on the much trumpeted Connecting for Health computer project which will link all hospitals and GP surgeries. Serious technical doubts have been raised over this project, referred to by many of the cognoscenti as a complete and utter disaster. The original budget was £6 billion. 

* £1 billion a year goes on NHS Management Consultants.

* £2.4million has been spent by the Health and Safety Executive on creating a spoof rock group called Baackpain to highlight back pain problems.

* £300million is paid to the extra 20,000 hospital administrators recruited by the government.

* £3million was spent on a makeover for a single NHS website in 2004.

* £1million is paid in wages to full-time art co-coordinators at hospitals.

* £25milion goes on hospital taxis every year.

* 17million hospital meals are thrown away every year; 10% of the total.

* £40million is wasted on the salaries of suspended doctors awaiting tribunals. 

Just how many Judicial Reviews is NICE prepared to weather over its highly flawed, not to say unethical and immoral, decisions? It would appear that NICE is soon going to find itself extensively involved with the courts. How much time will be spent on this and who will be paying the NICE legal expenses? Will it be the British taxpayer? 
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Fury as 50,000 Alzheimer's patients denied £2.50-a-day drug
by JENNY HOPE

At least 50,000 people each year will be denied drugs to treat Alzheimer's that cost just £2.50 a day after the NHS rationing body yesterday turned down an appeal by campaigners.

Angry sufferers condemned the ban which will affect patients diagnosed with the early stages of the disease. Instead they will be told to come back when their symptoms have got worse.

Charities, doctors and drug companies had united to appeal against restrictions put forward by the Government's National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE).

But the appeal was rejected by an internal NICE hearing despite protests from psychiatrists that a ban would be 'unworkable' in practice.

They fear patients who are sick enough to get the drugs will have to come off them once they improve.

The restrictions affect three anti cholinesterase drugs Aricept, Exelon and Reminyl, which cost about £2.50 a day and work for about half of patients.

Only patients with moderate symptoms will be able to get them, while a new drug called Ebixa that improves severe behavioural problems is recommended as part of clinical studies for people with moderately severe to severe Alzheimer's disease.

Although NICE accepts the drugs work for some mildly affected patients, their use has been ruled too expensive for the cash-strapped NHS and primary care trusts will be able to stop funding them.

It is the final stage in an appraisal process that has lasted more than a year, generated a record 9,000 objections from the public and massive support for a campaign by the Daily Mail to keep the drugs for all who can potentially benefit.

The ban is set to take effect from November 22 - with some doctors predicting there will be a rush by patients to beat the deadline.

Around 80,000 existing patients with mild Alzheimer's can continue taking them.

The ban applies only in England and Wales, as the drugs have been approved in Scotland.

Neil Hunt, chief executive of the Alzheimer's Society, said 'What sort of society have we become when the health of hundreds of thousands are sold to save just 2.50 a day?

'This blatant cost-cutting will rob people of priceless time early in the disease and later clinicians will have no choice but to use dangerous sedatives that increase the risk of heart disease and stroke. This is victimisation of the most vulnerable in society.'

He claimed there had been 'fundamental flaws' in the appraisal process which never took account of the savings the drugs make to a carer's time.

He called for the Government to intervene, although campaigners and the drug companies may apply for judicial review of the decision.

Dr David Anderson, chairman of the Faculty of Old Age Psychiatry at the Royal College of Psychiatry, said: 'This is a terrible decision based on a deeply flawed process.

'I am astonished that the appeals against this guidance have been disregarded.

'Implementation of this guidance will set the treatment of Alzheimer's disease back 10 years while the number of sufferers continues to increase rapidly.'

Dame Judi 'terribly shocked'

Celebrity supporter Dame Judi Dench said she was 'terribly shocked' by the decision.

She said 'Alzheimer's is such an appalling disease that it is wicked to remove any kind of drug that gives the patient some comfort or relief.'

The NHS currently spends £60 million a year on Alzheimer's drugs but NICE has not revealed how much money will be saved. NICE chief executive Andrew Dillon said the decision would be 'disappointing' to many.

'But we have to be honest and say that, based on all the evidence, including data presented by the drug companies themselves, our experts have concluded that these drugs do not make enough of a difference for us to recommend their use for treating all stages of Alzheimer's disease' he said.

Dr Roy Jones, a leading old aged psychiatrist, is also a member of the NICE guidelines group on dementia - a separate panel which unanimously objected to the ban.

He said 'Clinicians will be forced to tell patients they have drugs that work but their hands are tied by bureaucracy.

'It is morally reprehensible and against all medical ethics to tell a doctor they must not help a patient because they are not worth just £2.50 a day.'

Jonathan Ellis, Senior Policy Manager at Help the Aged said 'It cannot be right to allow the health of thousands of older people to deteriorate on the altar of cost.

'On the one hand, the Government says it is committed to improving care for older people, while on the other NICE is blocking access to treatment which would help them retain their independence and dignity.

'This is botched policy making at its worst.'

Eisai Limited, the licence holder of donepezil and Pfizer Limited, its partner in promoting the drug, said they were considering seeking a judicial review and described the decision as 'perverse'.

Dr Paul Hooper, managing director of Eisai, said 'This is a sad day for people with Alzheimer's disease in that the rationing body is still proposing to take away the only medicines available for the early stages of Alzheimer's, a most cruel disease, on grounds that are known only to itself.

'In virtually every other disease doctors are trained to find and treat patients early. However with Alzheimer's, NICE is saying wait until patients deteriorate before you treat them.

'It makes no sense medically, it makes no sense economically and it makes no sense to patients and their carers.'

Dr Olivier Brandicourt, managing director of Pfizer UK, said 'NICE has ignored the evidence of patients, charities, researchers and doctors that these drugs are of benefit in the mild as well as moderate stages of the illness.

'Alone in the world, patients in England and Wales will lose the chance to fight Alzheimer's disease at an early stage.'
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