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	NICE Blocks Advisers Panel Information 2 

	One Click Seeks NICE Guidelines Extension - April 2007.
The evidence to seek Judicial Review mounts.

On the 25 October 2006, One Click as a Stakeholder on the development of the CFS/ME Draft NICE Guidelines despatched a formal letter to this organisation and requested to be provided with the full list of Advisers to the Guidelines Development Group (GDG). 

Our request to NICE was informed by the fact that it was announced in the 25% ME Group for the Severely Affected charity official Response to these Draft Guidelines that psychiatrists Simon Wessely, Peter White and Michael Sharpe were Advisers to the GDG. This would go some considerable way to explaining the overt psychiatric bias of the Guidelines contents that are unfit for purpose and contravene the basic Human Rights of ME/CFS labelled patients on many counts.

NICE is refusing to respond as the correspondence below delineates. NICE is contravening its own Guidelines Manual, April 2006, that states that Stakeholders must be treated by NICE in a "transparent and collaborative manner." NICE has failed in its duty to Stakeholders throughout this process. 

There are serious legal ramifications in the production process and content of the Draft ME/CFS NICE Guidelines. 

We require the Consultation deadline for these Guidelines to be extended from November 2006 April 2007. NICE clearly has the Advisers Panel information in its possession and is prevaricating in this way whilst consulting with its solicitors, with the bill being picked up at taxpayer's expense. 

Herewith NICE contact details for our readers:

Sir Michael Rawlins
NICE Chairman
michael.rawlins@nice.org.uk

Dr Mercia Page
NICE Clinical Director, Clinical Practice
Mercia.Page@nice.org.uk

Mark Salmon
Associate Director, Corporate Services
Mark.Salmon@nice.org.uk

The more this NICE malfeasance goes on, the worse it gets. The evidence mounts for Judicial Review. 

The One Click Group

***********************************

From: The One Click Group 
Sent: 31 October 2006 09:36
To: Mark Salmon 
Cc: Sir Michael Rawlins
Dr Mercia Page 
Sarita Tamber 
Subject: Advisers List - CFS/ME Draft NICE Guidelines

Dear Mark

We have heard nothing back from NICE subsequent to the email delineated below dated 26 October 2006. We require an extension from the 24 November 2006 deadline over these NICE Guidelines to be extended to April 2007 due to the fact that NICE is currently refusing to provide us with the Advisers List information that we require to inform our Stakeholder response to the CFS/ME Draft NICE Guidelines. You have put us on a deadline and yet are not providing the information that Stakeholders so legitimately seek. If we do not hear from you by this morning in relation to our most reasonable request, we will do two things: 

1. We will publish this correspondence on The One Click Group website that clearly shows that NICE is not working with Stakeholders in a cooperative and transparent manner, contrary to the regulations set out in your very own Guidelines Manual, April 2006.

2. We will be writing formally by Royal Mail recorded delivery to the Chairman of NICE, Professor Sir Michael Rawlins, highlighting our concerns and we will copy this letter in to our solicitors. 

Messing the Stakeholders around in this manner is unacceptable and contravenes your very own regulations dicta. 

With best wishes

Jane Bryant
Director
The One Click Group
www.theoneclickgroup.co.uk

***********************************

From: The One Click Group 
Sent: 26 October 2006 18:17
To: Sarita Tamber; Mark Salmon 
Cc: Sir Michael Rawlins 
Dr Mercia Page 
Subject: RE: Acknowledgement of request from NICE

Hi Sarita

Thank you for the acknowledgment. If this information is going to take twenty days to arrive, we need to formally apply for an extension of the Consultation process over the Draft Guidelines to be extended from the 24 November and this we now do. This equally applies if NICE is going to demand that we go through the Freedom of Information Act, as through this process it will take even longer to get this information that we need in order for our Stakeholder Response to the NICE Draft Guidelines to be suitably informed. 

Therefore, we now formally request a Consultation extension. We have suggested in our letter to Mark Salmon that the deadline be extended to 24 January 2007. However, having reviewed matters internally, we feel that an extension to April 2007 would be far more suitable. This will give us sufficient time to consult with our constituents and prepare the required material for submission to yourselves, in light of the information that we all so legitimately seek. With this most eminently sensible and reasonable suggestion, we are sure you will concur. 

Please confirm that the Consultation process deadline will now be extended to April 2007. If you require this formal request to be despatched to you by Royal Mail as well as by email, just please let us know and we will be happy to bend over backwards for NICE.

With best wishes


Jane Bryant
Director
The One Click Group
www.theoneclickgroup.co.uk

***********************************

From: Sarita Tamber 
Sent: 26 October 2006 17:23
To: mail@theoneclickgroup.co.uk
Cc: Mark Salmon; Colette Marshall
Subject: Acknowledgement of request from NICE

Dear Ms Bryant,

Please find attached an acknowledgement of your letter to Mark Salmon.

Kindest regards,

Sarita Tamber

Sarita Tamber 
Communications Executive 
National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) 
MidCity Place 
71 High Holborn 
London WC1V 6NA 
Direct line : 020 7067 5915 
Direct fax : 020 7061 9815 
Main switchboard : 020 7067 5800 
Website: www.nice.org.uk 

This acknowledgement states: "We acknowledge your request for information and will be responding in accordance with the Freedom of Information Act within 20 working days of receiving your request. "

***********************************

SENT BY ROYAL MAIL RECORDED DELIVERY 


25 October 2006

Mr. Mark Salmon
Associate Director, Corporate Services
NICE
MidCity Place
71 High Holborn
London WC1V 6NA

One Click is a member of the Stakeholder Committee on the development of the CFS/ME NICE Guidelines.

In 30 September 2006, we wrote to you and asked to be provided with the names of the members of the Guidelines Review Panel - those individuals who review the evidence submitted by Stakeholders and make decisions as to what evidence is to be included or not. On 6 October 2006, NICE kindly provided us with the information. However, it would appear that we have not been given the full picture.

As is quoted in the formal Response from The 25% ME Group for the Severely Affected to NICE, dated 19 October 2006: "Carole Forbes, Systematic Review Project Manager at the Centre for Reviews and Dissemination was contacted about this some months ago and she has confirmed that the NICE Guideline is being formulated through NICE’s own Guideline Development Group and that the Advisory Panel to the GDG is the same as the one used for the York Systematic Review in 2001 and that it includes psychiatrists Simon Wessely, Mike Sharpe and Peter White."

We would ask you please to provide us with the following: The full list of ALL Advisers to the Guidelines Development Group.

As Stakeholder on the CFS/ME NICE Guidelines, we require this information for the following reasons: 

1. To learn more of how the overt psychiatric bias of the CFS/ME Draft NICE Guidelines has come about. 

2. To inform the formal Response that we shall submit to NICE on the part of our constituents over the CFS/ME Draft NICE Guidelines.

3. To inform our legal team since it is our intention to seek Judicial Review if these Guidelines remain in their present state.

If this information is not forthcoming from you with immediate effect, we will do two things:

1. Apply to the Information Commissioner under the Freedom of Information Act to have this information provided for us.

2. Request an extension of the November 24 2006 deadline imposed by you over this Consultation period until 24 January 2007 so that this information can be included in our official Stakeholder response to the CFS/ME NICE Draft Guidelines.

We look forward to hearing from you by return with this information without the usual obfuscation and cynical game playing that has dogged the entire production of the CFS/ME Draft Guidelines, devolving it to date into a Yes Minister farce.

Yours sincerely


Jane Bryant
Director
The One Click Group

CC. Professor Sir Michael Rawlins, NICE Chair.
Dr Mercia Page, Clinical Director, Clinical Practice
Saunders Solicitors LLP
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