
10 September 2007
Mr. Andrew Dillon
CEO
NICE
MidCity Place

71 High Holborn

London WC1V 6NA

Dear Mr. Dillon 
SECRECY AGREEMENTS – CFS/ME NICE GUIDELINES
It has been announced in the British Medical Journal that members of the NICE Guidelines Development Group on Childhood UTI were forced to sign highly restrictive secrecy agreements.  Please see the BMJ coverage attached.

We write to ask if members of the CFS/ME NICE Guidelines Development Group were subject to a secrecy agreement and if so, what its terms were.  Please note that failure to provide this information voluntarily will generate a Freedom of Information Act request. 
We look forward to hearing further from you by return.
Many thanks and regards
The One Click Group

Cc.  Michael Rawlins, NICE Chairman  
       Dr Mercia Page – Clinical Director, Clinical Practice
       Saunders Solicitors LLP

British Medical Journal 

BMJ  2007;335:463 (8 September), doi:10.1136/bmj.39325.436667.3A 

Letters

NICE on childhood UTI

Nasty processes produce nasty guidelines
http://www.bmj.com/cgi/content/extract/335/7618/463?eaf
8 September 2007

The guideline from the National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) on urinary tract infections (UTI) in childhood1 was welcomed by the BMJ.2 3 Most readers will assume it was based on evidence correctly analysed by medical statisticians, robustly peer reviewed, and openly debated. As this is a controversial subject, dependent more on small studies than randomised controlled trials, many will imagine that it represented consensus following wide consultation, as stated.1 Sadly, all these assumptions are wrong.


The NICE guideline committee signed highly restrictive secrecy agreements, and its two paediatric nephrologists did not consult with the British Association for Paediatric Nephrology, whose members hold diverse views. I was a peer reviewer but was not treated as one. My first draft review identified major flaws, was supported by the association, and delayed publication by six months. However, I was allowed to see the committee's adjustments only after strong insistence, signing . . . [Full text of this article]

Malcolm G Coulthard, consultant paediatric nephrologist

Royal Victoria Infirmary, Newcastle NE1 4LP
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