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THE ONE CLICK GROUP

2 November 2006
Thank you for your letter to Mark Salmon dated 25 October 2006 which has been forwarded to me for response. 
Please note that all enquiries sent to the Institute regarding the NICE guideline on chronic fatigue syndrome/myalgic encephalomyelitis (or encephalopathy): diagnosis and management of CFS/ME in adults and children are forwarded to myself for response as I am the communications lead for this guideline.
You have requested a full list of all advisers to the Guidelines Development Group. I can confirm that all advisers on this guideline, including advisers to the GDG, are listed on page 6 of the full draft guideline on the NICE website at http://www.nice.org.uk/page.aspx?o=368933. I therefore regard this information as exempt from disclosure under section 21 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 as it is already reasonably accessible to you by other means.
In your letter you referred to a communication from Carole Forbes which suggested there may be other advisers to the GDG other than those referred to above. For the avoidance of doubt I have contacted York CRD and they have confirmed that they did not use any advisors in the development of the systematic review other than those listed in the draft full guideline. We therefore do not hold any information within the scope of your request over and above that set out above.
We will not be extending the consultation period on this draft guidance; consultation will finish on the 24 November 2006. Registered stakeholders for the chronic fatigue syndrome / myalgic encephalomyelitis (CFS/ME) guideline are invited to comment on the provisional recommendations via the NICE website and we encourage you to provide us with your comments by this deadline. 

If you are unhappy with this decision and wish to make a formal complaint you should write to Mark Salmon, Associate Director, Corporate Services at the above address.  If you are not content with the outcome of your complaint, you may apply directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision who can be contacted at: The Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire SK9 5AF.

Yours sincerely

Sarita Tamber

Communications Executive

