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"Professor Simon Wessely stated in public at the Eliot Slater Memorial Lecture:  “There is a phenomenon known as myalgic encephalomyelitis - or ME.  I will argue that ME is simply a belief - a belief that one has ME,” he said. 

From the scientifically unproven belief system of this psychiatrist and the group that surrounds him, over £11.1m of British taxpayers money has flowed to set up  the methodologically and ethically flawed psychosocial PACE and FINE trials being conducted at these ‘CFS/ME’ Centres primarily run by the psychiatrists for psychiatric benefit.  These are the ‘CFS/ME’ Centres that have been thoroughly condemned by ME/CFS patients’ right around the United Kingdom as has been evidenced, as just one example, by the many letters from patients sent to RiME – the group for Research into Myalgic Encephalomyelitis.  

What was the purpose of setting up the Chief Medical Officer’s Working Group, preparing a complex report, taking into account at least some of the patients’ views and then to all intents and purposes, ignoring them completely?

Psychiatric interventions over ME/CFS have been forced on patients for the last fifteen years or more and are STILL the only treatments consistently available.  If these had been in any way efficacious, where are the lost legions of the recovered to show this?  Just where are they?  

The enormous irony and scientific fraudulence of the PACE trial is the way that it has been deliberately structured using the outdated and superseded Oxford criteria for patient inclusion into this trial purely to enhance the numbers recruited and to include patients suffering from Idiopathic Chronic Fatigue, a mental disorder classified as such under F48 that is entirely different from ME/CFS.  The Oxford criteria specifically EXCLUDE patients suffering from a neurological disorder that ME/CFS IS as defined by many international experts and the World Health Organisation.  How has it come about that millions of pounds of British taxpayers money, agreed by the Medical Research Council, are being spent on a trial that is actually excluding the very patient population that it is supposed to be studying by use of the Oxford criteria for entry to the PACE trial?  ME/CFS must be the only illness in the world where the most severe sufferers are never properly studied. 

There is also massive controversy surrounding the bolt on inclusion of the Fukuda and London criteria in the PACE trial. The so called London criteria have never been peer reviewed, published, operationalised or validated.  

This makes these criteria unusable in any clinical trial and that, together with the use of the aforementioned Oxford criteria, makes the structure of the PACE trial a scientific nonsense from the outset. 

Furthermore, the charity Action for ME, that has no mandate or remit to act for ME/CFS patients at government level or any other since it has not held an Annual General Meeting that involved its members/subscribers for the last TEN YEARS is heavily involved in the PACE Trial protocol and has been given money by Section 64 government grant to promote this trial to their members.  It clearly states in the PACE Trial Identifier produced by the psychiatrists for the Medical Research Council that: “Compliance with both the treatments and the study will be maximized by the COLLABORATION and SUPPORT of AfME.”  

The PACE trial, as delineated in The PACE Report produced by One Click, is a deceit and scandal of massive proportions as has indeed been written up in the Independent national newspaper in 2004.  The PACE and FINE trials are clearly little more than job providers for the psychiatrists that are running them who operate on the basis of a misguided but entrenched illness belief system for which there is absolutely no scientific basis, that ME/CFS is a mental disorder, not the neurological illness that it is, as defined by the World Health Organisation.  Is it ethical for people with proven commercial interests in these studies to be designing and running these trials, give the proven evidence of their personal commercial interests in the desired outcome of these trials?"
THIS SECTION OF THE ONE CLICK PRESENTATION TO THE GIBSON ME/CFS INQIURY DEALS WITH THE PACE TRIAL AND THE UK ‘CFS/ME’ CENTRES.  FOR FULL TEXT OF THE ONE CLICK PRESENTATION TO THE GIBSON ME/CFS INQUIRY, CLICK HERE:

http://www.theoneclickgroup.co.uk/documents/ME-CFS_pol/One%20Click%20Speech%20-%20Gibson%20Inquiry.doc
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