
8 December 2006
The Gibson Tape - Lies, Damned Lies

Shock Revelations - Ian Gibson MP

There has been much concern amongst the ME/CFS community about the way that the Gibson Report was deliberately seeded elsewhere prior to publication so that an overwhelmingly positive spin could be placed on its contents in the form of 'digests' and 'summaries' simultaneous to publication, with all the negatives studiously ignored. Patients, as ever, were the last in the food chain to receive copies of this report. 

As a result of this patient manipulation, Gibson received many congratulatory emails that were based on spin. Proper and thorough perusal of the report has shown that it reinforces the contention of Gibson and his colleagues in this unofficial 'inquiry' that ME/CFS is predominantly a psychological problem.  This is as damaging as it can possibly get.
And this is where it all turns very interesting. 

The Gibson Report was due to be officially published on the Sunday, 26 November 2006 at 10.00pm.

The day before, on Saturday 25 November, 'inquiry' architect Kevin Short published an item on the internet that stated verbatim: "I received the report early yesterday evening [Friday 24 November, two days before the report was officially published] from Dr Gibson on the strict basis that I was embargoed from releasing it until 10pm on Sunday 26th - with the exception that I could forward a copy to Professor Malcolm Hooper and one other named person. I have abided by this instruction as I felt it right and proper and it was the best course of action all things considered."

The named person was Kate Stewart/Margaret Williams, who proceeded immediately to construct and publish the PR spin, purposefully excluding all negatives.  It is not possible for Stewart to have produced her summary in the time span afforded unless this report had indeed been seeded to her by Short, precisely as he describes.  

See the full text of Short's published statement here.

On Wednesday 6 December 2006, Dr Ian Gibson MP went telephonically berserk and threatened litigation over the crucial questions posed by One Click in the Evidence Email that he refused to answer. See Ian Gibson MP Goes Berserk, Litigation Threatened.

On tape, Gibson said: "We told Kevin Short that he mustn’t do anything before the report was published. There was an embargo date that gave us time. Kevin Short broke the embargo."

Something here is very badly wrong. Contrast the two statements from these two men. Either Gibson gave Short copies of the report prior to publication or he did not.

One of these men is lying and for once, we don't think that it's Kevin Short.

For a Member of Parliament and the Chairman of the so called ‘CFS/ME inquiry’ to be engaged in such overt malfeasance and manipulation of patients and the electorate is very serious indeed. To then proceed to lie about it on tape when caught out, even worse. This brings the words "Trust me, I'm an MP", to an entirely new level.
Unless Gibson puts out a statement over this with immediate effect, he will be justifiably labelled mendacious in public at will and we will consider handing The Gibson Tape over to the press.  If, on the other hand, Gibson makes a statement and hangs Short out to dry instead, we will obviously be happy to remove all reference to the overt and manipulative Gibson mendacity over this particular issue on The One Click Group website.  We strive at all times to be fair, even when threatened by litigation and the police through our political work that exposes just such as described above.
Gibson has upset a lot of people with his 'inquiry' and highly flawed report. Litigious threats are ill advised.   He is one very, very nasty man. 
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