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	Kevin Short and his "inquiry" debacle 

	PERMISSION TO REPOST

In relation to the so called 'inquiry' to be carried out under the auspices of Dr. Ian Gibson MP, Martin J. Walker writes in his paper entitled Realpolitik and ME: "Neither Kevin Short nor Professor Hooper, or for that matter a number of others who quickly tendered evidence to what has turned out to be an entirely bogus offer, seem to have given Gibson's offer a moment's political reflection. It was as if the words `Independent Inquiry' mesmerised the listeners and they immediately suspended their political judgement. `I'm an MP', said Gibson, `trust me'. Had either Professor Hooper or Kevin Short reflected for a moment on Gibson and his offer, they would have found cause to be concerned."

We are therefore rather more than considerably dismayed to see that Kevin Short is publishing material out on the internet seeking to trivialise the justified concerns of One Click over this Gibson et al `inquiry` (concerns that have turned out to be accurate) by accusing Jane Bryant of "wasting time on inter-activist "I told you so's".

One Click Short's post here.

Such a term appears to be a diversionary tactic, demonising the One Click dismay at having our (reluctant, uncomfortable, but nevertheless informed and ultimately correct) predictions borne out by events to date, in order to mitigate his own part in the mistakes made by him and others, with the horrendous ramifications for ME/CFS sufferers in Britain of those errors of judgement. Because Short has, in fact, made some strange claims in his post, and because of the implications of his action for the ME/CFS community at large, it is necessary to `set the record straight' regarding his claims.

Short's own post indeed confirms the horrific truth of the matter - he lobbied us aggressively for our support in a process we were, justifiably, extremely worried about, while ignoring our expressed misgivings and refusing to consult us. The result is the mess the ME/CFS community finds itself in today - with a so-called 'inquiry' which has the potential to cause catastrophe for ME/CFS sufferers. Indeed, Short himself now states: "Dr Gibson has not only failed to live up to his promises but has put in place something which may cause actual harm to ME sufferers."

Both Jane Bryant and myself are horrified, like most ME/CFS activists, worried sick at how this so-called 'inquiry' might endanger and disenfranchise people, and the fact that we were able to predict this, yet were ignored, is nothing short of heartbreaking: indeed thoroughly demoralising. This is not a case, as Short attempts to portray, of `agreeing to differ': there were specific problems that were predicted by us and others, and Short was ignoring these while aggressively lobbying people for their support in his initiative. One of Short's gravest mistakes was, without any setting of the ground rules, his ludicrous haste in going to the media to announce this 'inquiry' in public, thus setting the travesty that has followed into cement, with no going back.

Short's implied claim that somehow his intervention in this issue has mitigated a potentially horrific situation for the British ME/CFS community is truly astounding: yet redolent of many in the field of ME/CFS politics over the years, who appear to live by the `better the devil you know’ credo. Such a claim is ludicrous and an insult to sufferers and their supporters. Furthermore there is no evidence to support such an assertion.

Astonishingly, Short then goes on to claim that "those who were able to lobby and pressure Ian Gibson to try and hold him to his word yet chose not to, actually made it more likely that the fruits of his work would be unacceptable to us." Here Short is actually blaming others for the mess caused by his initiative! By not backing him up wholeheartedly, he is claiming, it is OTHER PEOPLE who have caused the utter stitch-up this `inquiry' is shaping up to be.

One Click indeed did not make public our concerns about this 'inquiry', for the following reasons:

1. We wrote to Short on the 6th August and stated, amongst our other many concerns that we outlined in depth: "It is not in the government's interests, those of the pharma companies and the insurance industry to have any inquiry whatsoever." If we had gone public over our concerns immediately, parties such as Mar, Stewart, Ralph, Short et al were likely, on past behaviour, to have attacked us, claiming that we were `compromising' the 'inquiry' that they considered to be such a good thing.

2. If the process had proven a disaster before it had even been formed, the aforementioned parties would have no doubt blamed One Click, if we had written our concerns in public, for any disaster.

3. The last time that we told such parties some news that they did not want to hear, they attempted to get us, two mothers and sole carers of severely disabled young people, criminally prosecuted under the Harassment Act that, if conviction ensues, can carry a prison sentence.

In light of this, what we did is to write in the strongest possible terms to Short, the originator of this initiative, to tell him what our concerns were about this `inquiry', which he duly ignored. Short's belief that, when dealing in ME/CFS politics, one should "not work on the assumption that he [Gibson] was some sort of establishment stooge conspiring to stitch us all up" was laughably naive at best: especially considering what is known about British ME/CFS politics alone. While it may not be very `nice' to have to work with that possibility at the back of one's mind, sadly, time after time, political disaster after political disaster, the ME/CFS community have been reminded that this is EXACTLY what we should be assuming, until proven otherwise, for our own political safety. One wonders if Short now, in the wake of what has transpired and with the wisdom of 20/20 hindsight, subscribes to his own, rather banally expressed but nevertheless quite accurate, above `assumption'.

The facts of the matter are that One Click informed Kevin Short of the dangers of this `inquiry'. He chose to ignore us, and is now begging the ME/CFS community to get him and his colleagues out of a very large hole.

This `inquiry' has the power to give cynical authorisation to the ludicrous and unscientific psychiatric paradigm, under an utter facade of so-called 'hard scientific fact', and therefore do more damage to the ME/CFS community than anything else in the last twenty years (and there have been some heavy-weight contenders for that title, the Royal College's Report, the RCPCH Guidelines and CMO's report included).

Short is urging people to NOW - at this late stage, when the 'inquiry' has been formed and announced - for people to write to Gibson and complain. This is like putting one's finger in the dam when it has already burst. Yet the ME/CFS community now do need to clean up the mess made by Short et al's actions. Even while we deal with the possibility of further attack for daring to express valid concerns, because of Short's holier-than-thou attack on One Click's motives in this sorry affair today, we shall be forming part of the inevitable clean-up crew having to deal with the aftermath of his folly. We shall be the ones endeavouring to bring the politicians to account, ensuring that the process is not hijacked by the psychiatric lobby and their supporters (many at government level), that justice prevails, and, that if the above is NOT successful, kicking up the necessary big stink to ensure the scandal becomes visible to the public.

Everyone now needs to do the same and no doubt many will. However, as few of us are martyrs, and all of us are struggling with illness or caring for loved ones, there will no doubt be understandable horror and resentment at this terrible situation. Yet Kevin Short still feels proud of what he has done.

Angela Kennedy
The One Click Group
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