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	Ian Gibson MP Goes Berserk, Litigation Threatened 

	In the most extraordinary turn of events today, Dr Ian Gibson MP, Labour Member of Parliament for Norwich North, has threatened to sue One Click if we publish what he has said over the evidence submitted to this 'inquiry'. It therefore gives us the greatest of pleasure to go right ahead. 

On Monday 4 December 2006 as a presenter of evidence to this 'inquiry', The One Click Group despatched an official Read Receipt Email to Gibson's office asking questions about this key issue, the evidence submitted to the 'inquiry' and what has been done with it. 

See the full text of the Gibson Inquiry - What did they do with the evidence? email that has proved so very controversial and difficult for Gibson. The full text is also published below. We suggest that you take a look at this most carefully.

We received no response from Gibson to the Evidence Email and so today we telephoned his office with the questions. Instead of responding courteously and answering as it is his duty to do as Chairman of this unofficial 'inquiry', Gibson, Labour MP for Norwich North, went literally berserk and threatened litigation over the seven questions produced in the Evidence Email. Just seven questions. 

Despite the extraordinary threats of this MP, we are going ahead. We have not been given the answers to the questions and this is self evident. Moreover a tape recording of this conversation in which Gibson becomes vociferously legalistically violent is winging its way to the One Click solicitors as we go to internet press right now. 

Using every trick in the political book to prevent swift and proper answer to this Evidence Email that is so crucial as to how this 'inquiry' has been 
so badly skewed, Gibson is currently refusing to answer the questions and will not give a date as to when he will respond, if at all. "If you publish this I am going to sue you", he threatened. Gibson's dramatic reaction to questions over the evidence has most naturally led to intense speculation. Generally, you do not threaten people like this unless you are badly frightened. Is a cover up underway with this evidence business, people have asked? Because of what Gibson has done today, nobody will ever believe otherwise with very good reason. 

A document entitled Evidence-based Policy or Policy-based Evidence? by Professor Malcolm Hooper, Eileen Marshall and Margaret Williams (real life persona Kate Stewart) published in November 2005, posed similar concerns to those that have been raised by One Click. We quote:

In relation to the forthcoming Parliamentary Inquiry into ME/CFS 
Extracts:

"A second point of concern is that past experience has demonstrated that documents that have been submitted to official bodies such as the Chief Medical Officer's "independent" Working Group and to the MRC RAG that are deemed not to accord with current "policy" have simply disappeared without trace; this being so, the ME community would be re-assured to have access to a list of documents that have been or will be submitted to the Inquiry."

"Another point of concern relates to the way in which the necessary evidence will be collated and presented to Inquiry members in an assimilable manner; given the sheer amount of such material, this would seem to be a major logistical problem."

In fact, the nub of the matter is not just about the physical presence of the evidence itself, but the mechanic of what has happened to it. 

The situation is also ironic in part because one of the authors above is the very same Margaret Williams/Kate Stewart who has recently been acting as a mouthpiece for the Gibson Group having been seeded with a copy of the report prior to publication in order to produce 'digests' and 'summaries' that ignore the entire thrust of what it actually says and fails to do. Stewart et al's spin PR efforts resulted in people emailing positive views based on this spin to Gibson, without having actually read the report for themselves first. They were deliberately hoodwinked and manipulated in the most academically insincere and disgraceful way. 

It is truly astonishing that Gibson would react so violently and threaten legal action over the issue of the evidence when asked the most reasonable questions and it says much. 

Having taken advice, Jane Bryant says: "I would very much welcome seeing Dr Gibson in court over this evidence issue. What is currently on the agenda is a deeply flawed report with no media coverage of national note, followed by a seminar. None of this will change policy and is of no practical use to patients. A court case, however, would have the evidence properly recorded and noted. What the report has said about the children that is so wrong could go down in evidence. ME/CFS labelled patients would have a great deal to say and in this forum, their voices would not be manipulated and erased by anyone. As such, I welcome any proceedings brought by Dr Gibson and would go so far as to say that I positively look forward to it." 

Bryant comments further: "The last time that The One Click Group questioned ME/CFS policy on guidelines and published evidence to show what had transpired, four burly police officers barrelled through my front door early one morning, falsely arrested me and threatened to forcibly remove my sick child from his loving home and put him into the care of Social Services in order to shut down the political work of One Click. Dr Gibson and his colleagues such as the Countess of Mar who has previous form for this very activity, would be ill advised to try to pull this stunt again. This would legally not go down too well and any characters involved in this persecution would be subject to charges of gross intimidation at the very least."

The way that Gibson has reacted so badly today to the evidence issue indicates strongly that there is something deeply badly wrong at the core of this unofficial 'inquiry'. 

See you in court. 

The One Click Group


******************************

THE EVIDENCE EMAIL

From: The One Click Group 
Sent: 04 December 2006 09:30
To: Gibson Office
Subject: The Evidence


There has been much ME/CFS community unease over what has happened to the evidence that patients, carers, health advocates, researchers and doctors et al put forward for the Gibson Inquiry. Many never received acknowledgements for the evidence that they produced, despite repeated request. People do not understand how, with the high quality of evidence provided and the amount, that the inquiry has come out as it has.

It would appear that this inquiry was chaotic to a degree. Administrator Ian Woodcroft left half way through. Minutes made of presentations to the inquiry got 'lost' and never made it up on the inquiry website. All Gibson Group members did not always attend the presentations. The most controversial presentations were made in camera to all intents and purposes because the Gibson Group did not publicly announce that they were taking place etc. There has been much disquiet over this process that has directly affected people's health and lives.

People have very legitimate questions over this evidence issue and I would be grateful if Dr Gibson's office could please answer the following:

1. Where is all the evidence provided located?

2. How has this evidence been collated and catalogued?

3. Was *all* the enormous amount evidence submitted distributed to all the members of Gibson Group, or only a part of it?

4. How was this evidence circulated to the Gibson Group? By photocopying and distributing documents? We would be grateful if you could please explain the mechanism that was adopted.

5. If only a part of the enormous amount of evidence provided to the Gibson Group was circulated to them, who made this decision on what material was to be circulated and what was to be put aside? How was this decision made?

6. Will it be possible for those patients, carers and health advocates who submitted evidence to the inquiry have the material be given back to them if they decide that they want this?

7. Can we please have a copy of the list of all the evidence collated, catalogued and submitted to this inquiry?

Patients, carers and health advocates put an enormous amount of time and effort into providing very high class evidence for this inquiry and many have been badly upset by this report. They therefore naturally seek to learn details of the mechanism of how this report has come about and what has happened to their evidence. This knowledge will also assist us in producing The One Click Group Response – The Gibson Inquiry.

I very much look forward to hearing further from you and thanks very much.

Jane Bryant
Director
The One Click Group
www.theoneclickgroup.co.uk
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