
5 December 2006
	Gibson Inquiry - What did they do with the evidence? 

	An official Read Receipt Email was despatched to the office of Dr Ian Gibson MP, Chairman of the unofficial Gibson 'inquiry' yesterday morning. As we write, there has been no reply.

Any 'inquiry', unofficial or otherwise, is based upon the evidence submitted and how it treats said evidence, plus the integrity employed by the committee members in relation to their duty towards the subject in question.

We need some answers.

The One Click Group 

******************************

To Gibson's Office
Sent: Mon 04/12/2006 09:30

There has been much ME/CFS community unease over what has happened to the evidence that patients, carers, health advocates, researchers and doctors et al put forward for the Gibson Inquiry. Many never received acknowledgements for the evidence that they produced, despite repeated request. People do not understand how, with the high quality of evidence provided and the amount, that the inquiry has come out as it has.

It would appear that this inquiry was chaotic to a degree. Administrator Ian Woodcroft left half way through. Minutes made of presentations to the inquiry got 'lost' and never made it up on the inquiry website. All Gibson Group members did not always attend the presentations. The most controversial presentations were made in camera to all intents and purposes because the Gibson Group did not publicly announce that they were taking place etc. There has been much disquiet over this process that has directly affected people's health and lives.

People have very legitimate questions over this evidence issue and I would be grateful if Dr Gibson's office could please answer the following:

1. Where is all the evidence provided located?

2. How has this evidence been collated and catalogued?

3. Was *all* the enormous amount evidence submitted distributed to all the members of Gibson Group, or only a part of it?

4. How was this evidence circulated to the Gibson Group? By photocopying and distributing documents? We would be grateful if you could please explain the mechanism that was adopted.

5. If only a part of the enormous amount of evidence provided to the Gibson Group was circulated to them, who made this decision on what material was to be circulated and what was to be put aside? How was this decision made?

6. Will it be possible for those patients, carers and health advocates who submitted evidence to the inquiry have the material be given back to them if they decide that they want this?

7. Can we please have a copy of the list of all the evidence collated, catalogued and submitted to this inquiry?

Patients, carers and health advocates put an enormous amount of time and effort into providing very high class evidence for this inquiry and many have been badly upset by this report. They therefore naturally seek to learn details of the mechanism of how this report has come about and what has happened to their evidence. This knowledge will also assist us in producing The One Click Group Response – The Gibson Inquiry.

I very much look forward to hearing further from you and thanks very much.

Jane Bryant
Director
The One Click Group
www.theoneclickgroup.co.uk
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