
16 November 2005

	GROSS AND BARBARIC ABUSE 

	****************************************

ONE CLICK on Brave New World of Zero Risk to read this book
by Martin J. Walker
****************************************


Today, One Click publishes the dedicated section on Professor Simon Wessely in Chapter Fourteen from Martin J. Walker's new book, Brave New World of Zero Risk. 

Publication at this time is particularly pertinent because of the episode that has recently occurred in relation to the Wikipedia Encyclopedia and the extraordinary bias and censorship of factual material employed by this organisation in regard to this very same Simon Wessely. One Click will be writing more fully on this issue anon.

There is the old joke about Wessely: 

Q. What's the difference between Wessely and Satan? 

A. Satan doesn't just pick on the physically ill. 

From Gulf War Veterans to ME/CFS patients, this one has been doing the rounds for the last decade or more. 

Anything written about Simon Wessely would not be complete without including a section of the seminal document prepared by Emeritus Professor of Chemistry Malcolm Hooper, entitled The Mental Health Movement - The Persecution of Patients, prepared as a Background Briefing for the House of Commons United Kingdom Parliament Select Committee.

Professor Hooper writes in this paper: "In the UK, patients with myalgic encephalomyelitis (ME, also known as Chronic Fatigue Syndrome or CFS), particularly children, have suffered gross and barbaric abuse and persistent denigration as a consequence of the beliefs of certain psychiatrists who are attempting to control the national agenda for this complex and severe neuro-immunological disorder."

Simon Wessely.

"These psychiatrists are shown to be clearly in breach of the first tenet of medicine --- first do no harm--- in that by their words and deeds they have wreaked havoc in the lives of ME/CFS patients and their families by their arrogant pursuit of a psychiatric construct of the disorder which ignores the abundant clinical and scientific evidence (widely presented in the international medical and scientific literature) of the organic nature of ME/CFS."

Simon Wessely.

"There have been persistent and frequently covert attempts by these psychiatrists to subvert the international classification of this disorder, with destructive consequences for those affected."

Simon Wessely.

"To the serious disadvantage of patients, these psychiatrists have propagated untruths and falsehoods about the disorder to the medical, legal, insurance and media communities, as well as to Government Ministers and to Members of Parliament, resulting in the withdrawal and erosion of both social and financial support."

Simon Wessely.

"Influenced by these psychiatrists, Government bodies such as the Medical Research Council have continued to propagate the same falsehoods with the result that patients are left without any hope of understanding or of health service provision or delivery. As a consequence, Government funding into the biomedical aspects of the disorder is non-existent."

Simon Wessely.

"This coterie of psychiatrists has proven affiliations with corporate industry and has insidiously infiltrated all the major institutions, directing funding for research into an exclusively psychiatric model of the disorder, focusing on “management strategies” involving psychiatric techniques, even though such techniques have been shown to be at best of no lasting value and at worst to be harmful to patients with ME/CFS."

Simon Wessely.

"The same psychiatric model has been extended by these psychiatrists to a number of other disorders including Gulf War Syndrome, fibromyalgia, multiple chemical sensitivity and chronic low-dose organo-phosphate poisoning, leaving many other people without the help and support they so urgently need."

Simon Wessely.

There are many case histories associated with Professor Simon Wessely, one in particular relating to the child Ean Procter from the Isle of Man. Ean was a semi-paralysed ME/CFS child and a patient of Wessely's. Wessely suggested that Ean's inability to speak was 'elective mutism' and that he had a primary psychological illness. Wessely seemed convinced that children did not suffer from ME. At Noble's Hospital, doctors ordered Ean to be put into a swimming pool without any swimming aids in order to shock him into behaving "normally". Unable to move either of his arms because of his ME, Ean sank to the bottom of the pool. This is Wessely's brand of psychiatry in action against a defenceless eleven year old child suffering from a neurological disease. 

In the BBC Panorama Programme entitled Sick and Tired on ME/CFS children broadcast in 1999, Panorama announced the results of an exclusively commissioned survey that revealed "children are being pressurised into accepting psychological treatment..." It continued on to say: "The survey shows that nearly 60 percent of families who responded were told the illness [ME/CFS] was caused by psychological problems, and a disproportionate number of families were branded with Munchausen's By Proxy Syndrome, a condition in which parents make their children ill or claim they are ill."

There are cases of Social Services and the psychiatrists removing children from their family homes as I write this piece now, simply because their children have ME/CFS. The situation for ME/CFS patients has not improved, but worsened.

In an extract from Skewed, Martin J. Walker writes on page 72: "Professor Wessely sometimes seems to forget or misremember his committed views about mental illness. Accounting for this, he recently told a journalist that he did ‘not fully appreciate the power of words.’ The February 5, 1999 issue of the New Statesman carried an article by Ziauddin Sardar entitled ‘Ill-defined notions.’ Featuring Professor Wessely, the article commented: ‘Even though 400 veterans have actually died and some 5,000 are suffering from illnesses related to Gulf War Syndrome, the syndrome does not officially exist... Wessely has been arguing that ME is a largely self-induced ailment that can be cured by the exercise programme on offer at his clinic... Wessely, who occupies a key position in our socio-medical order, denies the existence of Gulf War Syndrome just as he denies the existence of ME. Clearly, he is a follower Groucho Marx: “Whatever it is, I deny it.” Not surprisingly, lots of people hate him.’"

It is fair to say that the very name of Wessely and his relationship with ME/CFS strikes sheer horror and fear into the hearts of many ME/CFS patients and their carers, with extremely good reason, right around the globe. 

The concurrent theme in the text of Walker's new book Brave New World of Zero Risk is Simon Wessely. References to this notorious psychiatrist are to be found in pages xix, xxin, 16n, 19, 25, 53-54, 101n, 128n, 133, 141, 153, 191,203-208, 223-4, 227n, 229-30, 241-3, 244n, 245, 250, 255-6, 268, 268n,273n.in 1994, 223n.school, 52, 224, 243, 245. wesselyites, xxin, 56. wesselyspeak, 268 and is a dominant theme throughout.

We urge our readers to get on the Zero Risk Group website, download the book and make their views known.

Jane Bryant
The One Click Group
****************************************


Zero Risk information already published on One Click :

Review - Zero Risk

The UK State versus ME/CFS Patients

The PRIME Project - All Parry And No Thrust

Money Changes Everything
****************************************


"I will argue that ME is simply a belief, the belief that one has an illness called ME." Professor Simon Wessely speaking at the 9th Eliot Slater Memorial Lecture in 1994.

"These [ME/CFS] patients are generally viewed as an unavoidable, untreatable and unattractive burden." Professor Simon Wessely writing in the British Journal of Hospital Medicine 1994:51:8:421-427.

****************************************


Extract from Brave New World of Zero Risk
by Martin J. Walker
Chapter Fourteen - The Major Players
pp. 203-208 

Professor Simon Wessely


Professor Simon Wessely plays an important part in a network of psychiatric medical professionals whose views and research are almost completely coincidental with those of the government policies of Britain and North America. He has access to funding, media and support, which enables him to shape and promote the prevailing view about a number of issues which are of importance to those States.

Professor Wessely is the leading chronic fatigue syndrome research academic in Britain, heading the CFS Research Unit at King’s College Hospital, now part of Guy’s, King’s and St. Thomas’ School of Medicine (GKT). There he also heads the Gulf War Research Unit and pursues the role of civilian adviser in psychiatry to the British Army. Since the end of the 1980s, Professor Wessely has steered a fine line, carefully avoiding categorising ME and CFS patients as mentally ill, whilst nevertheless working hard to classify their illness, against the prevailing trend, as a psychiatric condition.

Wessely has established an unrivalled position as a well placed
government adviser and peer reviewer in almost all the seminal journals. He has been involved with every serious inquiry into ME and CFS over the past decades, and his papers and those of his colleagues, produced in considerable number, dominate the field in any literature review.

Professor Wessely should be granted a dictionary of his own, so far has he stretched the meaning of the English language while attempting to explain that ME although a ‘real’ illness, is often first imagined. He has trodden the tightrope of confusing semantics with the balance of Blondel and the focus of a train spotter.

In the late 1980s, as described in Part One, as a member of the newly-formed Campaign Against Health Fraud, Wessely collaborated closely with former trade magazine hack Caroline Richmond, the campaign founder, who played a leading role in helping him to publicly demolish the scientific categorisation of ME and to re-determine it in the minds of the public as a sham illness. His collaboration with Richmond, and later with the feminist literary critic and professor of humanities Elaine Showalter, empowered both Richmond and Showalter to speak with spurious authority at conferences and seminars on ME, CFS and Gulf War Syndrome, despite their complete lack of medical expertise or education. Showalter has become deeply involved in Wessely’s forays into military-funded GWS research. Her atrociously muddled book, Hystories: Hysterical Epidemics and Modern Culture, suggests that ME, GWS and such things as claimed alien abductions are all equally part of a contemporary hysteria.

Wessely’s research results and publicly-expressed views have stirred the ire of patient self-help groups. He has stated openly that members of such mutual support groups for ME and CFS are fooling themselves, refusing to face up to the reality that their illness is psychosomatic.

Wessely works in the most prestigious London units involved in psychiatric research. The GKT complex also encompasses the Institute of Psychiatry (IOP). The whole of Wessely’s department in the IOP is committed to, and working on, issues relating to the psychiatric aetiology of illness. He is also involved in the King’s College Centre for Risk Management (KCRM), which is researching the perceived health risks of mobile phones and their masts, with the view, no doubt, to finding that there are none.

The IOP receives funding from, among others, Unilever, SmithKline Beecham, Pfizer, Novartis, NPS Pharmaceuticals; Lilly Industries Ltd. (manufacturers of Prozac), Hoescht Marion Roussel, Glaxo-SmithKline (Seroxat), Bristol Myers Squibb, Bayer, Zeneca and Wyeth.

Professor Wessely has been employed or grant-aided by both the British Ministry of Defence and the US Defense Department. He has contributed to seminars and meetings at NATO on crisis management of public fears of terrorist incidents. His connections with the military clearly involve conflicts of interests, and his work on Gulf War syndrome is thus automatically more suspect than that of independent researchers.

Professor Wessely is an adviser to PRISMA Health, which was founded in 1999 and began establishing its programme in Europe and North America. Its head office and the corporate staff are based in Essen, Germany, and its president in the year 2000 was George F. Thoma, a German managing partner at Shearman & Sterling, a global law firm with more than 1,000
lawyers based in the world’s financial capitals. Representatives of the US government and the most powerful corporations of North America, such as Monsanto, have visited the company’s offices in New York. Thoma is a member of the company’s Mergers & Acquisitions Group, and practises primarily in the areas of corporate law, mergers and acquisitions, corporate restructuring and privatisations.

Thoma, who has worked for banks, chemical and pharmaceutical
companies, worked inside the Treuhandanstalt, the Berlin-based agency created by statute and charged with directing all aspects of the privatisation process in the federal states. He helped to privatise the East German shipyards, and became the principal counsel and co-ordinator representing the Treuhandanstalt for the privatisation and corporate reorganisation of the chemical, mining and public utility industries in former East Germany. His law firm worked for SmithKline Beecham in its $189 billion merger with Glaxo Wellcome, creating the world’s largest pharmaceutical company. Another partner at Shearman & Sterling was chosen by Bush to be Ambassador to China, while others can be found on the Council on Foreign relations.

Professor Wessely devised the programme on CFS that PRISMA is selling to insurance companies for people with chronic fatigue syndrome. Interestingly, he says nothing in the company introduction about patients suffering from any kind of psychological difficulties, although he lays emphasis on antidepressant drugs, the prescription of which, one imagines, must be preceded by some kind of psychiatric evaluation. Professor Wessely played a leading part in the Chief Medical Officer’s Inquiry into ME/CFS, which was organised from 1998 to 2002. Very near the end of the inquiry, the psychiatric aetiology contingent walked out en masse, claiming that the final report of the committees would veer too close to suggesting that ME and CFS was a physical illness. Despite this childish protest, the final report advised that more funding should be given to the MRC to investigate ME and CFS.

The money for this further research was duly granted to the Medical Research Council, and then diverted, in toto, to Wessely’s colleagues. The funding was used to finance what have become known in ME circles as the ‘fraudulent PACE trials’. This research looked at the already-decided psychological treatments for the ‘psychiatric’ conditions of ME and CFS.

Wessely has also, recently, found a perfect home working alongside Professor Sir Kenneth Calman (see Parts Two and Five), the former chief medical officer, who initiated the CMO’s report into ME/CFS, and to whom Dr Wakefield wanted to talk about the risks of MMR.

Calman, now of Durham University, sits on the Advisory Panel to the 
All Party Group on Health with two highly placed vaccine company executives.(9) He is also Chairman of the Radiation, Risk and Society Advisory Group (R,RSAG), a body within the Health Protection Agency (HPA) that was set up in 2001 and of which Wessely is a member.(10) The purpose of the group was originally to spin the work of the National Radiological Protection Board (NRPB). [At this point, the words, ‘all in it together’ drift through my mind.]

The purpose of the R,RSAG is explained on the HPA web site in an obscure manner. The R,RSAG, it says, was set up to ‘improve the ways it [the NRPB] heads public views and communicated with the public.’ A linguist would find the use of the word ‘heads’ in this context very interesting. The word that comes closest to explaining ‘heads’ is ‘leads’ which in turn means to guide or, as in ‘lead story’, the items of news given greatest prominence in newspapers. What it might have meant to say is that the R,RSAG ‘heeds’ public views, if so, this was an interesting Freudian slip.

Perhaps more frightening than the fact that the HPA has built in communications units or spin groups, is the oddly alienated and thoroughly patronizing manner in which the R,RSAG talks about its role: ‘R,RSAG assesses, on a continuing basis, what the public wants to know about radiation, risk and how society will be affected by such issues.’

One of the bullet points that explain what the R,RSAG actually does, has an ominous ring which we have heard before (see chapter on Media Guidelines): ‘Developing a series of guidelines, testable by the HPA, on ways of responding to risk issues.’

The R,RSAG is keen to get into schools to explain science and risk to schoolchildren, and to this end it has been holding meetings with various education bodies.

The web site goes on to say that the R,RSAG was set up to help the NRPB to achieve this leading of public opinion in practical ways. The group reports only to the board of the HPA, which is studded with members who have pharmaceutical and other conflict interests.

In October 2004, after a meeting between the R,RSAG chair and secretary and the communications director of the HPA, it was decided that the group was handling spin for the RPB so well that, with the inclusion of other representatives, it could handle spin for all the other departments of the HPA. The new group would be managed by Lis Birrane, the HPA communications director. So Wessely is now quite close to helping spin all matters relating to public health and science in Britain.

**********
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