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A ‘MISUNDERSTANDING’

	

	
In the letter sent by Professor Malcolm Hooper to Dr. Ian Gibson MP and Chair of this 'Inquiry' dated 3 December 2005, Hooper writes: 

"I am aware that the proposed Term Of Reference [of this 'Inquiry'] circulating on the Internet make reference to "research progress since the Chief Medical Officer's Working Group in 2002". This is far too prescriptive since the CMO's Working Group and the Medical Research Council which lies behind it are both part of the many problems currently experienced by the ME community. Both the CMO's WG and the MRC have ignored reams of evidence that was submitted to them previously and their reports and advice represent a huge degree of ignorance about the illness that some see as deliberate and partisan. To use such a cut-off point has already provoked outrage and charge of a sell out to the establishment which I would want to avoid."

Once again and in the letter sent by Dr. Gibson to One Click dated as late as 31 March 2006 inviting us to take part in these Oral Hearings it states:

"The terms of reference for the group are as follows: "The Group on Scientific Research into M.E. has been established to assess the progress of scientific research on M.E., since the publication of the Chief Medical Officer's Working Group Report into CFSIME in 2002."

When the Gibson 'Inquiry' office was challenged over the Terms of Reference of this 'Inquiry' stated in the 'Press Release' and letter to One Click that will not in any way serve to help ME/CFS patients, 'Inquiry' organiser Mr. Ian Woodcroft stated verbatim: 

"This is a misunderstanding. We are not saying that we are discounting any evidence before that or any developments before that, but we are very much using the CMO's Working Group Report as a jumping off point as something that policy makers are aware of and it is something that is very helpful to focus their minds on. We are not excluding any evidence of what research has gone before or what developments have gone before, but we are merely using this to as a way to fix policy makers interest in the subject as this is something that will resonate. This is not to say that we will be excluding any evidence of what has gone before."

The Terms of Reference of this 'Inquiry' have been a 'misunderstanding'?

Despite Mr. Woodcroft's assertion, both the 1st December 2005 'Press Release' from Gibson's Group and the letter received by One Click dated 31 March 2006, spoke to the contrary. This must lead one to conclude that very unhelpful mixed messages are being put out by this Group that when challenged, metamorphose into something else entirely. 

It would clearly be in the best interests of the ME/CFS community to take Mr. Woodcroft at his verbatim word and present evidence as one sees fit at these Oral Hearings, regardless of the CMO's Working Group Report time frame Terms of Reference sent out twice by Gibson's Group in writing that now transpire to be a 'misunderstanding'. 

If something so fundamental as the Terms of Reference of this 'Inquiry' that have been sent out so recently as the 31 March 2006 in writing have been the subject of a 'misunderstanding', one must most reasonably question as to what else in relation to Gibson's 'Inquiry' might also be a 'misunderstanding'. 

The affiliations and vested interests displayed by the Members of Gibson's Group are also a matter of huge concern, together with the fact that no Judge or QC is at the helm, but instead, Dr. Ian Gibson MP whose links with the government science lobby groups are self evident.

For full details of the structure of Dr. Ian Gibson's Group on ME/CFS, its remit and the involvement of Members of this Group with ME/CFS, the government lobbying groups and the pharmaceutical industry, read THE GIBSON ME/CFS 'INQUIRY' EXPOSED. 

On One Click we will watch developments of Gibson's 'Inquiry' into ME/CFS with very great interest.

The One Click Group
********************************


See the written evidence submitted by One Click to the Gibson 'Inquiry' on the 9 December 2005. 
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