
11 August 2006
	DR IAN GIBSON MP DENOUNCED 

	Ian Gibson, Labour Member of Parliament for Norwich North, has recently made the most astonishing and disgraceful attack on sick people and their families resident in his very own constituency. Gibson maintained that the rise in cases of diabetes in his Norfolk constituency could be the result of inbreeding. Challenged on whether local people would be offended by his views, the Labour MP replied: "Probably, but they are inbred." 

Gibson's actions have been thoroughly condemned as an 'insult' to the very people who voted for him to obtain office and who have provided him with the public platform that he has used to mount this attack on the sick by the medical profession, other MPs and councillors et al. 

Gibson's behaviour is of particular concern to the ME/CFS community because Gibson is the politician currently chairing the Gibson ME/CFS Inquiry. 

From the composition of Gibson's ME/CFS Inquiry, its remit, structure and true purpose, to its Terms of Reference, to the appallingly unprofessional way that it has failed to respond to the most basic questions posed for three months by members of the ME/CFS community from the start, there is much of concern for ME/CFS patients.

One Click now publishes the article from The Times newspaper that details Gibson's attack on the sick in his constituency.

We also re-publish today the short biography of Gibson below The Times article that originates from the document entitled The Gibson ME/CFS Inquiry Exposed. You will see that Gibson's links with the government science spin lobby groups, the pharmaceutical industry and Genetically Modified Crops is of huge concern, not just to ME/CFS patients, but to all of Gibson's constituents and the rest of the electorate. 

If this politician can be so scathing, insulting and downright nasty to those suffering from diabetes in his own constituency, just what does he have in mind for ME/CFS labelled patients right around the United Kingdom we wonder? During the process of this ME/CFS Inquiry, Gibson has taken to referring to ME/CFS advocates as *you lot* and considerably worse.  
It transpires that Gibson has also now taken to referring to One Click pressure group director Jane Bryant as “that bloody woman” because of the work that the group does on behalf of ME/CFS labelled patients and others in presenting the biomedical facts.   Bryant comments:  “It is interesting to see Gibson allying himself publicly with the psychiatric lobby in this particular way. Such a tag from the psychiatric lobby is a perfectly understandable compliment since our pressure group directly challenges their vested interests, appalling ethics and conjecture masquerading as science.  However, to see this coming from an elected politician who is the supposedly impartial Chairman of the Gibson ME/CFS Inquiry is a matter of concern.”  It has been mooted that Gibson would benefit from undergoing an anger management course that would assist him in keeping a civil tongue in his head. 

By what he has done to some of the most vulnerable, Ian Gibson MP has shown himself up to be a complete and utter arrogant disgrace in this instance. 

The One Click Group 
See The One Click Group Presentation to the Gibson ME/CFS Inquiry

*************************************

The Times August 11, 2006

'Inbreeding' is behind rise in cases of diabetes, claims MP
By Sam Lister, Health Correspondent

AN MP has caused outrage by suggesting that high rates of diabetes in his Norfolk constituency, which has seen a growing number of cases among children, could be the result of residents inbreeding.

Ian Gibson, a former chairman of the Commons Science and Technology Committee, made his remarks after it was disclosed that 345 children in Norfolk have type 1 diabetes — more than double the 160 cases that would be expected for the size of the population. In the past three years doctors have treated 42 new cases of the condition among children, compared with a national average of 24 for a county the same size.

“I would imagine it is linked to the fact that people in Norfolk are quite inbred, with many not leaving the county,” Dr Gibson, the Labour MP for Norwich North, told his local newspaper, the Norwich Evening News. “It is something that needs to be looked at as a priority, especially as many cases are linked to obesity too.”

When asked if he thought that people would be offended by his comments, he said: “Probably, but they are inbred. If you look at the names in Norfolk, there’s a lot that are the same. There is an inbreeding complex in villages — people intermarry. That might mean more of them have got the same gene, which predisposes them to it.”

Ketan Dhatariya, a consultant diabetologist at the Norfolk and Norwich University Hospital, described the MP’s remarks as disgraceful.

“It’s an insult to people with type 1 diabetes and their families and it’s an insult to people in Norfolk,” he said. “There’s no suggestion that that is the case. It’s not the way that the genetics work. There is a genetic element but it may be triggered by an environmental factor. Nobody knows why it is rising.”

Charles Joyce, a county councillor in Norfolk, said: “Dr Gibson has to be joking. I can’t imagine his comments going down very well around here. He can’t go around saying things like this without having the medical proof to support it. He needs to put up or shut up.”

Maria Lam, a spokeswoman for Diabetes UK, described the comments as “very insensitive”. She said: “Inbreeding is a very controversial word and has implications of incest . . . Clearly genes do play a factor because you are more likely to get diabetes as a child if your parents have it.

“But we still don’t fully understand the relationship between genetics and diabetes and there is ongoing research into it.

“The fact that there has been a big increase in recent years suggests that genes actually might have less to do with it. We suspect that a mixture of genetics, environmental factors and infections all play a part.”

Ms Lam said that the number of type 1 diabetes cases among children aged under 15 in the UK had risen from 11,400 in 1996 to 20,000 in 2004.

Type 1 diabetes, also known as insulin-dependent diabetes, is commonly found in children, while the type 2 condition generally occurs in older people and is often caused by obesity.

Dr Gibson, 67, stood by his comments yesterday and insisted that he had not meant to cause offence. “If you have a high frequency of genes with a predisposition to type 1 diabetes, then you have to ask why that is,” he said.

“I am not talking about incest or anything like that. But it is the case that people in past generations did not move around so much and would have had relationships in their own communities.

“Inbreeding is one of those things that nobody can talk about because it brings up images of mutants — but that is not the case. Norfolk people are really no different to those in other areas of the country.

“My purpose in bringing this up is not to denigrate anyone but to try to understand why there is a high rate of diabetes among children in Norfolk.”

*************************************************

IAN GIBSON MP

From: THE GIBSON ME/CFS INQUIRY EXPOSED

Dr. Ian Gibson MP (Chair)
Labour, Norwich North 

Chair of this so called 'independent' 'Inquiry' is Dr. Ian Gibson MP. Investigative writer Martin J. Walker wrote in Realpolitik and ME on Gibson: 

"Before he became an MP, in 1997, Gibson was Dean of the School of Biological Sciences at the University of East Anglia (UEA). East Anglia was the base, until the mid nineties, of Fisons, the agricultural chemical company. Funding from the company helped shape research at the UEA, more so when Fisons was bought up by Rhone-Poulenc in 1996. In 1999, Rhone-Poulenc joined with Hoeschst Marion Roussel to form Aventis. UEA has had a funding input from all these companies and, in 2003, it was in the top twelve Universities receiving funds from the BBSRC, the bio-tech quango which dispenses massive funding – some of it from the coffers of the Sainsbury family. Gibson himself has declared funding received from Rhone-Poulenc for taking part in scientific meetings.

Over the past few years, Gibson has been the Chair, and then an ordinary member of the All Party Science and Technology Committee (APSTC), the watchdog committee which oversees science policy in the Commons for the Science Ministry which is situated within the Department of Trade and Industry (Dti). The APSTC is funded in part by Astra Zeneca, the Dti and bioscience companies.

Together with Dr Des Turner [Gibson Group 'Inquiry' into ME/CFS Member], Tony Wright [previous Chair of the APPG on ME/CFS and in whose office this ME/CFS 'Inquiry' is currently situated] and Dr Richard Taylor [Gibson Group 'Inquiry' into ME/CFS Member] – also a member of the Associate Parliamentary Group on Health, set up by the pharmaceutical lobby group Networking for Industry – Gibson is a member of the All Party Group on Cancer, which is heavily funded by all the leading Big Pharma names, including Novartis, Pfizer Lilly and Merk. He is also a member of the All Party Group on Pesticides and Organophosphates, which, until they became more focussed on bio-engineering, were staple product of Fisons and Rhone-Poulenc.

Gibson is a leading member of the British Association for the Advancement of Science, now called simply the BA, which in the early nineties played a considerable role in promoting the ‘quackbusting’ Campaign Against Health Fraud. Gibson sits on the editorial committee of the BA’s magazine, Science and Public Affairs, the magazine is again a public arbiter of government science policy and Gibson shares his editorial role with personnel from the Royal Society of Spin, The Financial Times, the Parliamentary Office of Science and Technology (POST) – the science policy-making centre of government, and the Wellcome Trust.

Involvement in the higher echelons of corporate science and government has brought Gibson into contact with the new generation of science lobby groups. Sense About Science – funded by the ABPI and various chemical and pharmaceutical interests; The Institute of Ideas – funded by Pfizer and the Science Media Centre, also funded by the ABPI and a variety of powerful corporations. These lobby groups work in partnership with New Labour, POST and the Dti.

Although they profess a focus on science, these groups, are actually involved in corporate PR and spin. They are linked in North America to right-wing libertarian groups heavily involved in ‘quackbusting’, campaigning rabidly against alternative medicine, environmentalists and patient advocacy groups. In Britain, they have been involved, in partnership with the Royal Society and the Royal Institution, in pushing corporate interests in Genetically Modified crops and pharmaceuticals. 

In 2004, Science in Society, the magazine of the Institute of Science in Society, one of the most independent and radical science campaigning groups, informed its readers of the collusion between Professor Derek Burke a leading member of Sense About Science, and Dr Ian Gibson, in defending GM crops on the grounds that they were perfectly safe for human health.

This interest in corporate science is, of course, quite natural for a man who has been an academic scientist prior to entering the Commons. For ME sufferers, however, Gibson’s involvement with the various groups above must sound alarm bells. As I explained in Brave New World of Zero Risk, the lobby groups which are presently spinning news on behalf of corporate interests and New Labour are the joined up version of the quackbuster group HealthWatch (in fact, members and ex - members of HealthWatch actually write unattributed copy for members of these lobby groups)."

Since Walker contributed the Realpolitik and ME piece to One Click, he has drawn our attention to the following important information:

“Professor Simon Wessely is also close to the lobby groups cited above and has moved on from being a founder member of the Campaign Against Health Fraud in the late 1980s to being an advisor to Sense about Science, its contemporary more powerful twin. 

At around the same time that Gibson started to draw together disparate groups in the ME community to give evidence to his ‘independent’ Inquiry, he also offered himself as a champion to the electromagnetic fields/low level radiation dissidents, battling around cell phones and their communication masts. Having made contact with the most radical campaigners, he manoeuvred them, as lay representatives, on to a newly formed committee within the Health Protection Agency (HPA). 

By an odd coincidence, Professor Wessely who is presently researching self reported electromagnetic sensitivity in people affected by cell phones and masts, is presently the Chair of the committee within the HPA which organises spin and public relations for all research findings published by the HPA.

It now appears more clear that Gibson is working on behalf of science lobby groups, to which he has been attached for some time. Using his apparently ‘radical’ persona and history, he is working hard to draw dissidents in various health struggles into the centre ground, where their activities can not only be monitored but where their campaigns can be neutered." 

It would be entirely fair to state that Wessely and Gibson seem interconnected at many different levels.

The foregoing has doubtless given our readers and the ME/CFS community at large some concept of Gibson’s involvement with these sinister lobbying groups and how his involvement with these will impact on this so called ME/CFS 'Inquiry' behind the scenes, though doubtless not in public, as Gibson is nothing if not a canny operator.

	Fri, August 11th, 2006. 12:58 pm 


12 August 2006
	UPDATE - DR IAN GIBSON MP DENOUNCED 

	Dr Ian Gibson MP, Chairman of the Gibson ME/CFS Inquiry, has been apologising profusely and unreservedly all over the media for his remarks that his Norfolk constituents are suffering from diabetes because they are inbred. 

Fleshing out his apology statements in the media, Scots geneticist Gibson who is a Labour MP, has elected to take a form of the well trodden 'Me Scientist, You Pleb' approach to cover his gaffe. "Words like 'inbreeding' and 'outbreeding' are very professional, genetic terms," he told BBC Radio. "We use them all the time but to the public that has connotations which they don't understand......."

Bearing in mind that when challenged on whether local people would be offended by his views, the Labour MP replied "Probably, but they are inbred", Gibson's 'Me Scientist, You Pleb' defence is a nonsense. 

Ketan Dhatariya, a consultant diabetologist at the Norfolk and Norwich University Hospital, described the MP’s remarks as disgraceful. “It’s an insult to people with type 1 diabetes and their families and it’s an insult to people in Norfolk,” he said. “There’s no suggestion that that is the case. It’s not the way that the genetics work. There is a genetic element but it may be triggered by an environmental factor. Nobody knows why it is rising.”

Taking issue with Dr Gibson, the main charity for sufferers, Diabetes UK, expressed doubts about his claims. "Diabetes is a complex and misunderstood condition," said Angela Wilson, its director of research. "It has many causes, including lifestyle, environment and ... genetics. However, the Norfolk data would indicate that genetics is unlikely to be the prime cause of a sudden increase in diabetes cases." 

Commenting in The Guardian, Patrick Barkham writes: "Until yesterday, Ian Gibson was doing very well. As a Scot who has lived and worked in Norfolk since 1965, he was coming to the end of his 50-year probationary period"......."Then he blew it." 

*****************************

Verdict: Apology notwithstanding, Gibson's on his own with this one. 

*****************************

One click details of the Gibson ME/CFS Inquiry

	Sat, August 12th, 2006. 10:49 am 











THE ONE CLICK GROUP


� HYPERLINK "http://www.theoneclickgroup.co.uk" ��www.theoneclickgroup.co.uk�


Email  mail@theoneclickgroup.co.uk














THE ONE CLICK GROUP


� HYPERLINK "http://www.theoneclickgroup.co.uk" ��www.theoneclickgroup.co.uk�


Email  mail@theoneclickgroup.co.uk











