
12 December 2005
	Bully Boy Barton On Gibson 

	Even for psychiatric paradigm supporter Barton, this statement below is truly extraordinary and merits remark. 

************************

From: Colin Barton on the AfME sponsored IMEGA-e Group
colin.sussexme1@btopenworld.com 

Subject: Re: Reminder of deadline (20th Dec) for the Inquiry into progress in the scientific research of M.E. (set up by Ian Gibson MP) 

The inquiry into ME/CFS research is certainly to be welcome as are the other initiatives that have been set up to help us such as the APPG, the PRIME project and the new developing specialist NHS services etc. Hopefully this exercise will encourage the MRC to be proactive and seek out research teams that may not have approached them. It will certainly be counterproductive though to bang on about the mythical "psychiatric lobby"

Colin Barton
colin.sussexme1@btopenworld.com

************************************

Help us? HELP US? In essence, the above is the Action for ME (AfME) charity response in relation to Dr Ian Gibson's anonymous coalition entitled the 'Group on Scientific Research into ME' that is neither 'Independent' nor an 'Inquiry' put forward by Colin Barton of the Kent & Sussex ME/CFS Society on the AfME sponsored internet group IMEGA-e. 

It is fascinating. 

To date, Gibson's Group - with its anonymity, refusal to address the fundamental issues that concern ME/CFS patients, refusal to date to announce funding sources, refusal to date to announce whether the Group has links to the PRIME Project and Sense About Science, refusal to date to announce who is doing the evaluation of the information provided, refusal to date to state to whom the Group's report is to be tendered and so on - is the execrable face of UK politics in action and a serious, spreading blot on the parliamentary escutcheon and democracy itself. 

AfME Affiliate Colin Barton's post welcomes such initiatives as the All Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) on ME/CFS, previously chaired by Tony Wright MP, whose adoption of the massively damaging psychiatric paradigm on ME/CFS has led to so many complaints put forward to the Parliamentary Commissioner.

At that ill fated media briefing organised by 'Inquiry' architect Kevin Short, Gibson stated in a Local BBC Radio interview on the 4th August 2005: "We need to have a proper, open, independent inquiry. I will work with my colleague Tony Wright and I want to get involved with ME and make sure that the inquiry is indeed independent." Really? 

It comes as no surprise to ME/CFS watchers to discover that immediately forswearing any semblance of 'independence', Gibson has elected to base his 'Group into Scientific Research into ME' in the very same Tony Wright MP's office. Perhaps Dr Gibson is so entrenched in political spin that he truly believes that having a barbed wet haddock slap you in the face will go unnoticed by ME/CFS patients and that before the group has even begun, it is about as far from 'independent' as it is possible to get. 

Moreover, the current Chair of this very same APPG Group on ME/CFS is one Des Turner MP, a close colleague of Dr Ian Gibson and a Patron of the Kent & Sussex Society run by the very same notorious Messrs. Barton and Marsh, overt supporters of the psychiatric paradigm on ME/CFS that has done so much damage to so many for so long. Turner is mooted as member of Gibson's Group that is neither 'Independent' nor an 'Inquiry'. 

Barton welcomes the PRIME Project initiative that, as Martin Walker has written in Brave New World of Zero Risk, has been designed to shovel thousands of patients into the methodologically and ethically flawed, scientifically fraudulent PACE and FINE trials wasting over £11.1m of British taxpayer's money. See The PRIME Project - All Parry And No Thrust, Realpolitik and ME and all the copious PRIME documentation to be found on The One Click Group website. There is now so much of it, that we have given PRIME its very own section. Click 'Documents' on the left hand side of Home Page. Then click 'ME/CFS Charities'. Scroll down to 'PRIME' and one click to discover items on Simon Wessely and Sir Victor Blank, Chair of PRIME funder GUS (Great Universal Stores, Argos etc.), reaching for his lawyers. The information contained therein is a cruncher. 

Barton also welcomes the "new developing specialist NHS services". What he means by this is the "CFS/ME" Centres that are run primarily by the psychiatrists, (together with one Child Abuse specialist, Dr Peter Lachman who is so inappropriately running a "CFS/ME" children's centre), trialling psychosocial treatments on a captive patient population using management regimes that have been consistently shown in major surveys to make many people worse, with their primary objective to provide patient fodder for the PACE and FINE trials.

Barton maintains that Gibson's Group "will encourage the MRC to be proactive and seek out research teams" on ME/CFS. The MRC is of course part of the problem. As Professor Malcolm Hooper wrote in his letter to Gibson dated 3 December 2005: "I am aware that the proposed TORs [Terms of Reference] circulating on the Internet make reference to "research progress since the CMO's Working Group in 2002". This is far too prescriptive since the CMO's WG [Working Group] and the MRC which lies behind it are both part of the many problems currently experienced by the ME community. Both the CMO's WG and the MRC have ignored reams of evidence that was submitted to them previously and their reports and advice represent a huge degree of ignorance about the illness that some see as deliberate and partisan. To use such a cut-off point has already provoked outrage and charge of a sell out to the establishment which I would want to avoid." See The PACE Report for how the MRC has treated ME/CFS patients to date. 

And lastly, Barton maintains that the psychiatric lobby that has done so much damage to ME/CFS patients is "mythical". On the 2nd November 2005, Bully Boy Barton wrote on the IMEGA-e list sponsored by AfME: "Apparently there is a posting elsewhere on the internet now stating that myself and the Sussex & Kent ME/CFS Society are "Psychiatric-paradigm sympathisers" and along with AfME part of a "psychiatric lobby " What on earth this is all about we have no idea. Far from being sympathetic to any "psychiatric lobby" we have spent years both locally and nationally campaigning and working for the illness to be fully recognised as organic."

We have all known for some time that Barton is extremely aggressive and not the brightest bulb in the box, but even for this man, his contradictory statements are extraordinary. See The AfME Dossier for specific evidenced details of how this charity works with the psychiatric lobby. 

Barton and his colleague Joe Marsh support the psychiatric paradigm on ME/CFS to such a degree that the pair of them organised the UK tour of psychiatrist Peter White in his touting promotion of the fraudulent PACE and FINE trials that are wasting over £11.1m of British taxpayer's money. Messrs. Barton and Marsh are also the individuals and charity officials who have ceaselessly harassed selected ME/CFS advocates with cascades of unsolicited emails and have been on the receiving of police action for publishing private information that could do harm – Crime Reference Number 2522138.

Perhaps Bully Boy Barton and the AfME charity should remember that their own doings in relation to the psychiatric paradigm and the psychiatric lobby are very far from "mythical" as Barton maintains, but a matter of public and written record right around the nation. 

Barton is a Gibson Group own goal in his very own right. Anything recommended by Barton has the psychiatric kiss of death on it writ large. The more this goes on in relation to this anonymous Gibson Group, the worse it gets.

Please submit your evidence to:

Dr Ian Gibson
The House of Commons
London SW1A 0AA
United Kingdom

Email: gibsoni@parliament.uk

If you cannot make the deadline for evidence submission of 20 December 2005 unfairly and unrealistically imposed by Gibson, do not worry. Send your evidence in anyway. Illustrate your circumstances and explain your reasons for missing the Gibson imposed deadline. Even the politicians currently surrounding Gibson's Group will not have the brass neck to deny you under the severe ill health circumstances, as the resulting stink would be massive to behold.

Make sure that you send your evidence by Recorded Delivery and please specifically ask for a receipt. 

Make sure that, if appropriate to your evidence submission, you include the work of members of this "mythical" psychiatric lobby such as Wessely, White, Sharpe, Deary, Cleare, Garralda, Viner, Chalder and on and on and on that has done so much damage to ME/CFS patients won't you?
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