TRANSCRIPT OF LORD CAMPBELL OF ALLOWAY’S OPINION COUNTESS FOR THE COUNTESS OF MAR – 6th April 2000
1.
On the document you have sent me there is an overwhelming case for the setting up of an immediate independent investigation as to whether the nature, cause and treatment of ME as considered by The Wessely School is acceptable or consistent with good and safe medical practice.
2.
There is substantial doubt as to whether such could be the case in view of the    clear division of medical opinion.

3.
A formal request should be made to the GMC to set: up such an enquiry, at which evidence should be adduced and interested parties (if so advised) could be represented by Counsel. It is all but essential that a reputable firm of solicitors should be instructed to make such request and as suggested an approach to Lord Mlshcon would be well advised.
4.  (No paragraph 4 – enumeration goes straight on to point 5)

5.
The document and a copy of this opinion should be sent to the NHS  by the good offices of Lord Hunt of Kingsheath with  whom informal contact should be made and it could well be that the Department would wish to send an observer to the enquiry and (if so advised) participate.
6.
Before tendering definitive advice a copy of all rules and regulations of the GMC governing the maintenance of standards of medical practice and the setting up of such an enquiry would be required. The solicitor would no doubt attend to this before any formal request were to be made as advised.

7.
On the basis of such information, if the formal request were to be refused it could be possible to seek (? defamatory) relief against the GMC but on this at this stage no advice can be tendered. 
8.   It is of course open to patients, their parents, their guardians, their next of kin to        seek Judicial Review of any proposed treatment on the facts and circumstances        of a particular case. On this I am not asked to advise.

9.  This opinion is written ‘pro bono’ for the Countess of Mar at her request and not      
  on the instructions of a solicitor. -

Campbell of Alloway
(The Lord Campbell of Alloway QC)
2, Kings Bench Walk, Temple, London EC4Y 7DE

                                                               6th April 2000

