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	Wikipedia On Wessely 

	PERMISSION TO REPOST

This email published below has been sent to the Wikipedia Encyclopedia founder, Jimmy Wales, who has intervened personally on psychiatrist Professor Simon Wessely's behalf and at Simon Wessely's behest. 

Simon Wessely is reported to be incensed. We wonder how he thinks the millions of ME/CFS patients and Gulf War veterans feel at his perpetual dismissal of their physiological illness and his speculative, denigrative psychoanalysis of their characters? 

We suggest that you contact the founder of Wikipedia, one Jimmy Wales, with your views. Here is the link http://www.wikipedia-watch.org/

The One Click Group

****************************************************

One Click Email to the Wikipedia founder, Jimmy Wales

16 November 2005 


Dear Mr. Wales

My name is Jane Bryant and I am a Director of the international One Click pressure group for ME/CFS patients. Our website can be viewed at http://www.theoneclickgroup.co.uk. 

The scenario of what has recently transpired over Professor Simon Wessely and Wikipedia has been brought to my direct attention. This issue, of course, affects not just ME/CFS patients around the world but also Gulf War Veterans of which there are many in your country. 

I must say that I have been rather taken aback by all this because your personal reputation and that of Wikipedia has been that you are known to your credit to be anti-elitist and a supporter of good causes, but not this instance it would seem. 

The key issue in ME/CFS advocacy is this: There is an ongoing debate between medical professionals over the issue of ME/CFS. The psychiatrists and psychologists consider ME/CFS to be a mental disorder. The neurologists and endocrinologist’s et al consider it to be a neurological bio medical illness. Patients are caught in the middle of this battle between the doctors. The World Health Organisation concurs with the latter in its classification of the illness as a neurological disease under ICD-10 G93.3 as does the UK government as signatory to the World Health Organisation dicta. There is copious bio medical research and papers to support the latter. These papers and findings are comprehensively ignored by the psychiatric lobby in the UK who are making a fortune out of ME/CFS patients by government grant, amongst other means.

Apparently Wikipedia inserted an entry in regard to Simon Wessely and that subsequently more copy was contributed together with links and that this was subsequently changed several times by an individual called 'Guy'. This is of course right and as it should be. Wikipedia is for all contributions and contributors. However, what then subsequently transpired was a hagiography of Professor Wessely who is a man feared and hated around the world because of his speculative denigrative psychoanalysis of the illness and characters of countless thousands, if not millions, of ME/CFS patients and Gulf War Veterans. Professor Wessely's theories are utterly scientifically unproven, as is the case with all psychiatry. Moreover, his theories on Gulf War Syndrome have recently been utterly discredited as the Lord Lloyd of Berwick Public Inquiry in the UK and the House Committee on Government Reform and Oversight in the USA have shown.

Instead of your 'editors' (sic) providing neutrality and objectivity, an insulting and extremely patronising dialogue ensued on the Discussion Page over this Wessely issue and also in selected of the Talk Pages on Wikipedia. One Click was then blocked from entering into any more discussion. When it was requested that ME/CFS patients provide the evidence in relation to Wessely, the links were removed from the Discussion Page and a list of Wessely's books published there in their stead. 

We see that you then stepped in personally and wrote:

"I've just blocked the most difficult user there for 7 days and encourage you to get the article in ship-shape form by then. Professor Wesseley is (quite rightly, IMHO) incensed about the article. It's worth noting that the crap being posted is not just critical of him, it's actual apparently contains major factual errors. Anything from the one-click side should be treated with extreme skepticism.--Jimbo Wales 15:42, 15 November 2005 (UTC)"

Your contributor 'Guy' wrote in relation to Simon Wessely:

"Thanks. I'll start work on a proper encyclopaedic article (having now become interested). I'm guessing he [Simon Wessely] contacted the admins by email; if possible could someone forward my email address to him (guy.chapman@spamcop.net). I only came across this by accident during a routine scan of anon edits looking for vandalism - I'm glad I did. Mostly :-) - Just zis Guy, you know? [T]/[C] (W) AfD? 16:53, 15 November 2005 (UTC)"

Guy continued further: "Woo-hoo! A twirly one! Thanks :-) I was amazed when Jimbo came to the rescue of little me. Who'd have thought it? Anyway thanks, I'll try to build a proper article (it's hard, all the searches are heavily polluted by The One Click Group). - Just zis Guy, you know? [T]/[C] (W) AfD? 19:47, 15 November 2005 (UTC)"

This shows very clearly that whilst Wikipedia maintains that it is objective and neutral, it is taking on board material from Professor Wessely direct, whilst blocking and refusing to listen to the other side of the coin whilst this Wikipedia entry on Wessely is prepared. This is, of course, rank censorship of the most invidious and insidious kind.

You have been quoted as saying: "Imagine a world in which every single person on the planet is given free access to the sum of all human knowledge. That's what we're doing." - Jimmy Wales, July 2004.

We find it extremely ironic that your actions on the Wessely issue directly contradict your claim. 

Wikipedia claims to be working on principles of neutrality and objectivity.
It is quite clear from other entries in Wikipedia that often this is impossible which is an inevitable fact of life. Whilst pure objectivity and neutrality might be impossible, one might laud Wikipedia for endeavouring to adhere to those principles. However, on this occasion, not only your 'editors' (sic) but you yourself have dared to claim to be an arbiter of neutrality and objectivity whilst blatantly engaging in obviously partisan behaviour which makes your own claims of neutrality and objectivity not only untenable, but ludicrous. You are violating your own principles. 

This email just despatched to you is also being published now on The One Click Group website that is read by the residents of seventy countries around the world. These readers include, but are not confined, to:
Congressmen, Senators, Governors, Members of Parliament, government officials, academics, academic institutions, researchers, the medical establishment, doctors, researchers, ME/CFS patients, Gulf War Veterans and associations, carers, families and friends et al. 

Whereas you may block any One Click contributions on the Wessely issue to Wikipedia just as you please and at your discretion, you will not be able to block all those of millions of ME/CFS patients and Gulf War Veterans across the globe. We are now alerting the various Gulf War Veterans Associations around the world as to what is currently transpiring at the hands of Wikipedia and Simon Wessely.

With best wishes

Jane Bryant
The One Click Group

	Wed, November 16th, 2005. 03:32 pm
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