WILL YOUR ME/CFS CHILD BE NEXT, OR WILL IT BE MINE?  OR YOU?

From Jane Bryant 

2004 is the 15th anniversary of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, which has great relevance to the personal health care of children as well as public health.  The needs of ME/CFS children are being comprehensively denied within the health service, UK.  The issues of confidentiality, the provision of information to children, adolescent health care, consent and the exploitation of children such as is being shown by this event to be held on the 18th June 2004 by the Institute of Child Health UK and Great Ormond Street Hospital should not be allowed to continue.  

This is dangerous and damaging marketing of treatments that have been comprehensively shown to make many sufferers considerably worse.  And yet despite this, these treatments are being marketed by the psychiatrists and aimed at vulnerable children.   

On June 18 2004, the Institute of Child Health in conjunction with Great Ormond Street Hospital for Sick Children (GOSH) has announced that it is to host an event entitled ‘Working with Children and Adolescents with Chronic Fatigue Syndrome (CFS/ME): A Multi-Disciplinary Rehabilitative Approach’ aimed at professionals working with ME/CFS children and adolescents.  (Full details of the programme are to be found below).  

Great Ormond Street Hospital For Sick Children, famous for the good that it has done for many sick children, is equally infamous for the fact that it has the worst reputation in the entire UK, possibly the world, for its maltreatment of ME/CFS children.  

In November 1999, the BBC broadcast the Panorama programme entitled ‘Sick and Tired’ that revealed the way that children are being forced into inappropriate psychological treatments that are being applied to child sufferers of the organic brain disease ME/CFS.

See here for the link to the Panorama programme:

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/panorama/archive/506549.stm
See here for the full transcript:

http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/static/audio_video/programmes/panorama/transcripts/transcript_08_11_99.txt
Commencing the conference with a keynote address from Dr Russell Viner, Consultant in Adolescent Medicine and Endocrinology at GOSH and UCLH, this event considers the challenges faced by professionals working with children and young people with CFS/ME.  

Amongst the speakers will be Trudie Chalder, the psychiatric nurse who is nationally notorious amongst the parents of ME/CFS children for her promotion of the damaging CBT/GET psychosocial treatments that have had the effect of placing many ME/CFS children in wheelchairs for years. 

In regard to Dr. Russell Viner of GOSH who is a keynote speaker of the event to be held on the 18 June 2004, it is stated in the Panorama programme:  “The Doctor [Michael Prendergast, psychiatrist] who took over at Great Ormond Street, Russell Viner, is now trying to find out how effective his treatment of children with M.E. is through a research project.  ……..if they fail to make progress, Doctor Viner would have no qualms about still referring them to be treated alongside patients with eating disorders on the psychiatric unit.”   

The psychiatric unit at Great Ormond Street Hospital was the unit where children with ME/CFS were locked away – and yes, some were actually locked in – and kept from their families whilst being made comprehensively and severely Ill by these psychosocial treatments.   

Why is that some doctors feel so empowered to classify young children as deviant when they are suffering from an organic brain disease ME/CFS (ICD-10 G93.3), recognised as such by the World Health Organisation and the UK government? 

Clearly, things have not changed in the last five years since 1999 when this Panorama programme was made. Dr. Viner and psychiatric nurse Chalder are still carrying on with these utterly appalling treatments that have damaged so many ME/CFS children that have put them in wheel chairs for years, some of them now so frightened of doctors and anything to do with the medical profession as a direct result. 

Where is the professional duty to care that these doctors are supposed to perform for our sick ME/CFS children in all this?

This event to be held in the year 2004 clearly illustrates the pointed marketing of these dangerous and damaging psychosocial treatments in relation to vulnerable ME/CFS children.  Fees for this course are £135 per person for the day, or £60 or the employees of GOSH or the Institute.  

Who will actually be paying for these people to be indoctrinated in this way by the UK psychiatric lobby?  Will it be the British taxpayer courtesy of the National Health Service?

Will your ME/CFS child be next to be maltreated by these people?  Or will it be mine? 

Jane Bryant

THE ONE CLICK GROUP

12 June 2004

http://health.groups.yahoo.com/group/THEONECLICKPROTEST/
http://www.theoneclickgroup.co.uk 

-----------------------------------------------------------

The Institute of Child Health / Great Ormond Street Hospital

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

Working with Children and Adolescents with Chronic Fatigue Syndrome (CFS/ME): A Multi-disciplinary Rehabilitative Approach

Intended for: General Paediatricians, community practitioners, general practitioners, physiotherapists, nurses, family therapists, occupational therapists, psychologists, social workers and any other professional working with children and adolescents with Chronic Fatigue Syndrome.

Fees: £135/ £95 students

The Institute is pleased to host the event ‘Working with Children and Adolescents with Chronic Fatigue Syndrome (CFS/ME): A Multi-Disciplinary Rehabilitative Approach’ on Friday 18th June 

Commencing with a keynote address from Dr Russell Viner, Consultant in Adolescent Medicine and Endocrinology at GOSH and UCLH, this event considers the challenges faced by professionals working with children and young people with CFS/ME. 

Lectures will address issues including living with CFS/ME, activity and rest, working with families and the transition to adult care. Workshops in the afternoon will encourage the dissemination of information and the sharing of delegates’ experience of working with this patient group. 

A full programme can be found at 

http://www.ich.ucl.ac.uk/ich/html/education/cpdp/june04/cronicfatigue.html

The course directors Anna Gregorowski, Melanie Bladen & Russell Viner would like to invite members of staff from both the Institute and Great Ormond Street to attend the event at the special fee rate of £60 for the day. The cost covers the price of CPD certification, delegate pack and refreshments. 

Internal booking forms are available by emailing courses@ich.ucl.ac.uk 

Regards
Marc Whittaker Courses and Conferences Office


Marc D Whittaker
Event Co-Ordinator
Courses and Conferences Office
Institute of Child Health
30 Guilford Street
London
WC1N 1EH

Tel: 020 7905 2204
Fax: 020 7831 6902

m.whittaker@ich.ucl.ac.uk
PROVISIONAL PROGRAMME

Working with Children and Adolescents with Chronic Fatigue Syndrome (CFS/ME): A Multi-disciplinary Rehabilitative Approach

Date:
Friday 18 June 2004

Course Directors: Anna Gregorowski, Dr Russell Viner and Melanie Bladen

PROVISIONAL PROGRAMME

9.00  R E G I S T R A T I O N

9.30 Keynote address: 

The challenges of working with children and young people with CFS/ME Dr Russell Viner, (Consultant in Adolescent Medicine and Endocrinology, GOSH and UCLH)

10.10 Medical assessment

Dr Sarah El-Neil (Consultant in Adolescent Medicine, GOSH and UCLH)

10.30 Pacing, activity and rest: getting the balance Melanie Bladen (Clinical Specialist in Physiotherapy, GOSH)

11.00 T E A / C O F F E E

11.30 Working with families

Anna Gregorowski (Adolescent Nurse Specialist, GOSH) and David Fisher (Counsellor, GOSH).

12.00 Using a CBT approach

Dr Trudie Chalder (Cognitive Behavioural Psychotherapist, Guy’s, King’s and St Thomas’s School of Medicine)

12.30 Transition to Adult Care - the issues

Dr Gabrielle Murphy (Associate Specialist, Royal Free Hospital) 

13.00 L U N C H

14.00  Workshops:


A) When and how is inpatient care useful? 

Dr Russell Viner and Dr Deborah Christie (Consultant Psychologist, Middlesex Adolescent Unit, UCLH)

B) Activities programmes - getting it right! 

Melanie Bladen, Anita Volkert (Occupational Therapist) and Stephanie Phillips (Clinical Specialist Physiotherapist, UCLH)  

C) Practical approaches to working in families 

David Fisher and Anna Gregorowski

15.00 T E A / C O F F E E

15.30 Workshops repeated

16.30 Closing comments

- ends - 

