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Sadly, we now note that Doris Jones has decided to join the One Click Detractors in public, aided and abetted by Stephen Ralph, who, after failing to put his own house in order regarding the bullying of advocates on his list MEActionUK, has been desperately attempting to discredit One Click with misrepresentation and incitement, including making common cause with the psychiatric lobby in invoking social services to take children away from their mothers, just because of a personal grudge on his part.

It is very important that Jones’ comments in particular are placed within the proper context. Doris Jones had written to Jane Bryant in May 2004 trying to prevent her from publishing The PACE Report and the ‘Future Charities’ document. Even while acknowledging that the situation for ME/CFS sufferers had got out of control, Jones justified her opposition to One Click strategy with comments such as:

“…with all the goodwill in the world, the best we can hope to achieve is for some of the ‘decision-makers’ to give matters a ‘second thought’. And that, as the old adage goes, is in the lap of the gods.”

Jane Bryant, quite respectfully, disagreed with Jones on this rather

defeatist attitude, and a number of other issues, as did I. But we were both appalled when the following then appeared in an email from Jones:

“As a true Libran, and I know from X-number of tests during my studies of psychology years back, that I am exactly split 50/50 on the rational and emotional (intuitive) scales. Decisions I take are invariably based on my rational judgement; however, before I take any important decisions, I allow my emotional/intuitive side to consider the matter in hand. In this particular case my rational mind tells me that what you are trying to do is absolutely right; however, my intuitive side tells me that achieving your goal may be put in jeopardy by your - what appears to me to be a slightly over-enthusiastic and possibly hasty approach. Holding back some of one’s cards is usually not a bad policy. Life is so often a ‘game of poker’. In my experience - and there is a bit of that! - people in authority are much more likely to listen to you and (sometimes!) take you seriously if you present your case guardedly, but well argued and substantiated. If you ‘go over the top’ or allow emotional aspects to dominate your arguments, you could be in serious danger of not achieving your goal. I don’t want that to happen. SIMILARLY I DON’T WANT YOU TO HAVE A NERVOUS BREAK-DOWN (AND MY RATIONAL MIND TELLS ME THIS IS A DISTINCT POSSIBILITY!) [my emphasis] - What I have just described to you is the typical dilemma of a true Libran! Having said that, the Myers-Briggs personality assessment says that types like me make the best judges. I clearly missed my profession! “

As readers may have guessed, the speculative psychoanalysing of a mother of an ME/CFS child : “…Similarly, I don’t want you to have a nervous break-down (and my rational mind tells me that this is a distinct possibility!).” was a source of particular distress for Jane Bryant. Mothers of ME/CFS children are, as the ME/CFS community will know, extremely vulnerable to false allegations of mental instability (including the discredited Munchausen’s syndrome by proxy diagnosis). In fact we have seen this sort of thing levied at politically active mothers of ME/CFS children 

since, and only very recently this sort of disgraceful behaviour was exhibited by Stephen Ralph.

As is very obvious in the comments made by Doris Jones on Stephen Ralph’s Website, and in the comments within the email enclosed here, Jones objected to the strategies employed by One Click because we do not follow the approach taken by her and colleagues. We disagreed with her, respectfully and legitimately. For that, Jane Bryant, with her own years of experience and knowledge and expertise in PR and journalism, was accused of being near to a ‘nervous breakdown’ by someone who considers herself of an exceedingly rational mind (more rational than anybody else who dares enter ME/CFS politics, if her comments were anything to go by).

Apart from some of the rather ‘out there’ comments made by Jones about being rational while professing a belief in astrology (something I for one had a problem with), the patronising comments about One Click’s ‘hastiness’, which, bearing in mind the way things have indeed, got out of control for ME/CFS sufferers (namely the ludicrous notions enshrined in the psychiatric paradigm and the continued culpable failure to represent the rights of ME/CFS sufferers by certain of the charities) because of the failure to take concerted action over the past nearly 20 years, it was the accusation of mental illness levied against a fellow advocate that was specifically of the greatest worry.

Paulo Freire, the humanitarian educationalist, warns us of a danger inherent in any movement for justice:

“But almost always, in the initial stage of the struggle, the oppressed, instead of striving for liberation, tend themselves to become oppressors, or ‘sub-oppressors’. The very structure of their thought has been conditioned by the constrictions of the concrete existential situation by which they were shaped.”

Some people in the ME/CFS community, witnessing the false accusations of Munchausen’s by Proxy against Mothers of ME/CFS child sufferers, and the accusations of personality disorder, hysteria, malingering and hypochondria and social deviance against sufferers themselves, have, horrifically, been exactly guilty of the above phenomenon as outlined by Freire. Without the necessary self-reflection, they use the language and ideas of the psychiatric lobby to deal with those who dare disagree with them. And this is inexcusable- a betrayal of every member of the ME/CFS community. Doris Jones, sadly, has proved to be prone to this particularly nasty form of betrayal of the ME/CFS community as well.

While she is to be congratulated for the research she has done and the knowledge she has brought to ME/CFS sufferers, her decision to join in the wanton attacks on One Click has meant that we have had to resurrect Jones’ own lapses in judgement and wrongful acts (of which she obviously remains blissfully unaware) in order to, naturally, preserve our own reputations, which are now under constant, malicious, and duplicitous attack, and, much more importantly, to enable One Click to carry on with vital, very promising strategies which have the capacity to change things for the better for ME/CFS sufferers, in ways NOT yet achieved in the past 20 years.

I would ask members of the ME/CFS community reading this (especially

sufferers themselves) to consider this: how would you feel if, every time you advocated a particular course of political action, you were accused of being ‘close to a nervous breakdown‘? Many of you will already have been dismissed as mentally ill while you are perfectly sane but your physical health is devastated. Many of you will be traumatised by not being believed, by being called all sorts of descriptions of ‘mad’ when you are in fact ‘sane’. Many parents, especially mothers, will be suffering from witnessing the construction of their seriously ill and disabled children as ‘mentally deviant’, while such mothers know their children are no such thing. And 

some mothers will be accused of being mentally unbalanced themselves, even while they are sane, and accused of causing their children’s illness. Now imagine this is being done to you by fellow ME/CFS advocates because they disagree with your ideas about advocacy. How appalled might you feel? And yet this is exactly what is being done to two mothers because of their work for One Click.

Those who partake in the construction of ME/CFS advocates as mentally deviant should be furiously castigated for their inappropriate identification with the psychiatric lobby, and there has been quite a few of them in this year alone. They know who they are.

While the ME/CFS community continue to tolerate such sinister attacks, NO-ONE is safe. Any one of you could have social services at your door because some bloke has incited others to report you as mentally deviant, because you asked him to stop letting one of his moderators run a campaign of serial abuse, or because you dared be a bit more radical than someone would like.

It is sad that Doris Jones has taken the decision to inflame the terrible situation currently facing the British ME/CFS community even further. I hope one day she will finally find the strength to reflect on her mistakes. Once again, it needs to be reiterated, such swooping attacks indicate something rotten at the core of ME/CFS politics, related to problems uncovered by One Click in recent weeks. The investigations continue.
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