
11 June 2005
PRIME STARTS A SMEAR CAMPAIGN  

The PRIME Steering Group Report 27/04/05 is being distributed around the internet by Colin Barton of the Kent and Sussex ME/CFS Group, AfME affiliate.

As will be seen from the excerpt below, the report highlights the gargantuan (and frankly astounding) efforts of one of the PRIME Steering Group members to organise a smear campaign against One Click based on allegations which look highly suspicious, if not downright spurious. How many newspaper editors, really, actually use the term ‘risible’ about ME/CFS matters we wonder? Which ‘5 items’ were chosen for this alleged analysis? Which ‘9 newspapers’? How many times did the administrator in question use the word ‘risible’ before each of the newspaper editors cracked under the pressure we wonder? 

One has to speculate at the energy that must have been expended by this person and her colleagues in order to perpetrate such a sledgehammer approach to dealing with the legitimate concerns of an ME/CFS advocacy group. They should not have bothered. Such a woeful campaign of denigration has only served to publicise One Click, our concerns about the mistreatment of ME/CFS sufferers and our proactive strategies such as THE PACE REPORT, the NICE submission, the psychiatric paradigm, and publicising the Hooper DVD, even more than we need. Thank you for the publicity! How many more people will be directed to the website now, we wonder? 

As denigration campaigns go, this could prove to be one of the silliest, and ultimately the most futile ever witnessed by the ME/CFS community

worldwide: particularly as the ‘protesting too much’ approach in endeavouring to denigrate One Click points to the overwhelming likelihood that our legitimate concerns about the PRIME project are wholly justified and that certain PRIME members are desperate not to have to answer our concerns, hence have begun a smear campaign as a diversionary tactic, a common strategy sadly witnessed often by the ME/CFS community.

Who is the ‘administrator’ concerned? Is it Sally Crowe or Viv Parry, or someone else? It would appear to be Parry, from the information given, as Parry is a journalist who specialises in ‘medical’ issues. Whether she is ‘high-profile’ or not we do not know. 

The concerns about the PRIME Project will now, naturally, be fully investigated by One Click in due course. This would have been the case even if they had not tried such a lame trick. However, this has highlighted the problem perhaps better than we could have done ourselves and made investigation of PRIME an even greater priority for the British ME/CFS community.

We have written to Parry as below, copying in her colleagues on the Steering Group, demanding that she explain her and her colleagues’ behaviour. If she is the main perpetrator of this campaign, she may find this is not one of her proudest moments in ‘journalism‘. 

!!STOP PRESS!! Vivienne Parry has just replied to One Click refusing to give us the information required. If she cannot provide this information, this will appear to be a case of defamation and libel against One Click. Copies of all correspondence will be going to our solicitors and we will be submitting a formal complaint to the Chairman of the GUS Charitable Trust, Sir Victor Blank and escalating the matter further. 

The One Click Group

From:
The One Click Group [mail@theoneclickgroup.co.uk]

Sent:
10 June 2005 20:01

To:
Vivienne Parry v@vparry.co.uk
Cc:
chris@afme.org.uk; maria.shortis@afme.org.uk; jill@ayme.org.uk; maryjane@ayme.org.uk; jane.colby@tymestrust.org; sally@crowe-associates.co.uk; joe.sussexme@btopenworld.com; douglas.badenoch@minervation.com; elisabeth@buggins.com’; sophie.staniszewska@rcn.org.uk; gus@vparry.co.uk; colin.sussexme1@btopenworld.com; admin.sussexme@btopenworld.com 

Subject:
PRIME Steering Group Report 27/04/05 

Dear Vivienne 

We have seen what you have published in regard to the One Click pressure group in your PRIME Steering Group Report. We quote the items below together with the full copy of the report. 

Would you please send us by return the five news items that you maintain are incorrect, distorted, contain significant errors of fact and are defamatory? Which are the nine newspaper titles and precisely what are the names of the so called “colleagues” who have allegedly made these comments? 

You have seven working days to send us this information. Failure to do so will result in a formal letter being sent by the One Click ME/CFS pressure group to the GUS Charitable Trust Chairman, Sir Victor Blank and a formal complaint being made. We are also copying this email in to the One Click Solicitors. 

It is interesting that the PRIME Project considers the One Click pressure group set up on behalf of ME/CFS patients to counteract the psychiatric paradigm of ME/CFS such a serious threat and is thus indulging in the most lame of smear campaigns as a result. 

We will now publish details of the ludicrous PRIME smear campaign that will be read by Government Ministers, Members of Parliament, the Department of Health, the medical establishment, and residents from over fifty five countries right around the world. 

We very much look forward to hearing further from you. 

Yours sincerely 

Jane Bryant

The One Click Group 

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

From the PRIME Steering Group Report 27/04/05 

See full text of the PRIME Steering Group Report here:

http://www.theoneclickgroup.co.uk/documents/ME-CFS_docs/Prime%20Steering%20Group%20Report%2027.04.05.doc
“One Click claimed their emails were to keep members ‘up to date’ with news. The administrator of the GUS Charitable Trust is also a high profile medical journalist, and has investigated the reporting of news items on their website. 

She and two colleagues from the national press checked the facts behind five ‘news’ items chosen at random from the One Click site, going back to source in all cases. All were distorted, four contained two or more significant errors of fact and two were defamatory. One Click could not therefore be considered a reliable source of news. 

“Also reported were discussions with a number of colleagues representing nine of Britain’s national newspaper titles, all of whom said that they ignored any communication from One Click. They did this because ‘their stories never check out’. They regarded One Click’s claims with regard to the media as risible.”
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