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	ONE CLICK ON WILLIAMS 

	Readers should please note that ‘Margaret Williams’ is the pseudonym adopted by KATE STEWART.
Jane Bryant writes

This was an extremely difficult article to write. The personal attacks made by Williams were so grossly unfair, libellous and such misrepresentation of the facts that both Angela Kennedy and I have agonised over whether we should write a scathing exposé of the issues referred to. We have decided not to because we do not want to contribute to the damage done to the ME/CFS advocacy movement by Williams and others. However, if we are put in this position again of suffering gross personal attacks, we may have to in order to protect the important work that we know we are doing for ME/CFS advocacy. When one's child is attacked in the way that Williams did, plus all the rest, it is almost impossible to stand back. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ONE CLICK ON WILLIAMS

What to do about the actions of the pseudonym called ‘Margaret Williams’? What to do about the orchestrated global smear campaign that this woman has conducted against two Mothers with ME/CFS children and the attempted destruction of the One Click pressure group that they run? What Margaret Williams did was not petty squabbling or feuding. It was an organised full frontal destructive assault. 

This type of serious and denigratory personal abuse towards ME/CFS advocates is an all too familiar tactic, especially the exercising of old grudges in relation to Angela Kennedy and myself. It is behaviour such as this displayed by Williams that sets the advocacy cause back time after time. 

Over this orchestrated smear campaign fanned and promoted by Jan van Roijen, involving the MERGE charity, Doris Jones, references to Co-Cure et al and secret contributions from God knows who else including the anonymous hate mailer Hushman (are Williams and Hushman related we ask?), we are damned if we rebut in full and damned if we don't. Full, contextualised rebuttal providing the facts and the evidence would absolutely destroy the credibility and any integrity left of a woman who has done much for the ME/CFS community in the past and the reputations of a few other people besides. It's a tough one. A tough call. To do nothing would allow the mud to stick, to rebut with the evidence would destroy. And this, believe it or not and unlike Williams, we do not want. 

On the 10th January 2005, Jan van Roijen published 'ONE CLICK TOO FAR?’ one of the most malicious, vicious, libellous posts, full of allegations, innuendo, false representation of the facts, and gross distortion ever seen on the internet and written by Williams. Although the ME/CFS community is by no means unused to controversy, the scale of the abuse contained therein was a destructive force. Williams intended to slash, to burn, to hurt, to intimidate, to denigrate and to destroy two women and their ME/CFS children, the One Click pressure group and all that it has worked for. 

This was very hard to take. This was particularly hard because Williams has done excellent work in the past. Denigration by Design and her focussed and articulate campaigning for ME/CFS patients has laid one of the foundations for ME/CFS advocacy in the UK today. She is to be congratulated, and roundly applauded for her work done under the most difficult circumstances of ill health. As Martin Walker (author of SKEWED) said: "ME sufferers would be misinformed to a much greater extent than they are now - politically weak and inept", without her campaigning. This is true and for this we all thank her. And indeed, we hope that she continues her work that One Click has always published, promoted and praised extensively. This will not change. 

Clearly, Margaret Williams is a complex woman. You do not, any time EVER, use an ME/CFS child to denigrate his Mother and attempt to make political gain and currency in the process, thus infringing this child's Human Rights and causing him and his family considerable personal pain. You do not EVER misrepresent a child's state of health in public (or in private for that matter), a child that was struck down with ME/CFS at the age of ten years old. As if he had not got enough to deal with on his plate already. To do so indicates a vicious character flaw in Williams that runs Richter Scale deep. No one, no matter how bitter and twisted, would ever dream of using Simon Wessely's children against him for example, despite the damage that this man and his colleagues have caused to countless thousands if not millions of ME/CFS patients. Yet this is what Margaret Williams did to an ME/CFS rights advocate. 

At first, we decided to slash and burn in turn, so deep ran the hurt. To expose this woman that we had worked with from time to time for nigh on a year. To do individual exposé articles on Jan van Roijen, Doris Jones et al. All of those mentioned. We have all the facts on file that we could possibly need and want to contextualise the arrogance and malice that Williams had written, to throw her malice right back in her face with incontrovertible evidence. 

Each and every section of Williams' libellous and grossly distorted article we planned to take apart and place in the public domain with all the evidence that we have on file. Every single word we examined and indeed, the facts and the evidence started to flow down the pages as we began to write. 

But if we did this, how would it help? How would exposing the supreme arrogance of Williams with the evidence that we have do good? How would it assist to reproduce the contents of emails in relation to what Doris Jones actually did et al, place all the material into context and provide the facts? What would it achieve? 

It might make us feel a lot better having been on the receiving end of such a vicious and libellous orchestrated campaign to get us to cease our work, damage and hurt us personally, but it will not help the big picture. Please note however that this material is all on file and it is doubtful we will be able to show such restraint ever again if this is done to us once more. 

The far more interesting question than exposing Williams and her cronies is WHY Williams did what she did. It is a given that this woman has proven arrogance beyond comprehension, that she has shown herself to be vicious and the writer of libel and scurrilous calumny. That she is out of touch with the structure of campaigns, what can be achieved, the timing and how. But for her to write what she did simply because her favourite charity MERGE was exposed by One Click over their destructive wrongdoing in relation to the negligent, flawed and extremely damaging Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health Guidelines on ME/CFS in children is a somewhat hysterical overreaction, surely? 

Indeed it is the case that Williams herself told us in the early summer that if MERGE did not get in funds by July 2004 they would go bust and she sought our assistance in obtaining a fundraiser and sought advice as to ways and means to raise money. But that is another story. 

Has this funding issue got to do with Williams' overreaction we wonder? The result of Williams' actions, instead of promoting MERGE, have backfired badly. This, more than anything else, has placed the activities of this charity in the unfavourable spotlight. MERGE has done good work in the past, as One Click has promoted, and we hope that it continues to do so. However this charity - like them all - cannot exist in a moral vacuum especially when it maintains that its funding comes from ME/CFS patients. 

To see the pain and suffering of ME/CFS patients referred to by MERGE so contemptuously as "other people's wars", not once but on several occasions, has given some patients and donors of money to MERGE a considerable shock. Science and research IS HIGHLY POLITICAL and to be unable or unwilling to recognise this fact shows either a degree of ignorance, naiveté or deliberate obfuscation that does not bode well. Science and research are two of the most political issues around. And it is the politics of ME/CFS that have allowed the psychiatric lobby to gain ascendance. 

The recent part played by selected of the British ME/CFS charities in the production of the RCPCH Guidelines so clearly illustrates how these organisations seek to protect their funding and position whilst ignoring what they were set up to do - effectively represent and speak for ME/CFS (ICD-10 G93.3) patients in public whose money and support they all require to survive. And this includes MERGE that far from being uninvolved in the public domain is sitting on the NICE Guidelines Stakeholder Committee, as are many others. 

In a short while, One Click will be writing specifically about the role that the British ME/CFS charities in the UK have played in regard to ME/CFS and the situation that patients find themselves in today. How their actions (or lack of same) have allowed the psychiatric lobby to go from strength to strength. No Guidelines (be they from the RCPCH or the NICE Guidelines to come) or ME/CFS centres in Britain could have been produced and set up without the either overt or tacit support of these charities. If the charities representing patients had got together and said NO to the foregoing (not necessarily even all of them, but the majority), what is currently being done to us all quite simply would not be happening today.

We need, all of us, to stand up and be counted for the rights of people ill with a neurological disease who are being collectively treated so badly by the State. 

No matter what people like Williams and her cronies throw at us, no matter how bad, unfair, libellous, malicious and vicious it is, we will shoulder it and continue. For a pressure group such as ours with our track record in combating the psychiatric paradigm of ME/CFS, particularly when the abuse, threats and intimidation we have suffered are also taken into account, Williams' comments are laughable. 

We do our work for our children – the most powerful, persuasive and compelling motive there is. One Click is in ME/CFS advocacy for the long haul. We are here to stay. Get used to it. 

Jane Bryant
The One Click Group 
14 January 2005
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