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	Malcolm Hooper Statement - One Click Response 

	From Angela Kennedy

We note that Professor Malcolm Hooper has recently issued a 
statement on the MEActionUK website (run by Stephen Ralph) regarding 
the DVD produced by the Norfolk Group.

A very important question needs to be asked: WHAT, or WHO, has 
motivated Malcolm Hooper to make such a statement, and what are its 
implications?

We have been given to understand, from certain parties, that this 
statement resulted from a number of emails written by Stephen Ralph, 
denigrating One Click for taking part in the promotion of the Hooper 
DVD, and implying that One Click were using the Hooper DVD to 
promote ourselves. As those who have seen the promotion literature 
for the DVD on the One Click site will know, this is quite clearly 
not true: in fact, THE REVERSE WAS ACTUALLY THE CASE. One Click have NEVER claimed any part in the production of the DVD, although we 
note some of our resources are made available through the DVD.

For our pro-active support of an initiative by members of the ME/CFS 
community, by using the publicity generated by the ever more popular 
One Click Group website, it appears, from what we have been told, that we have been unfairly and falsely vilified by Stephen Ralph in secret 
emails written about us. To add to this, Malcolm Hooper has put out 
a statement giving out personal information about Jane Bryant, 
placed by Stephen Ralph on his website.

Why on earth would Professor Hooper seek to disassociate himself 
from a political pressure group? For the record, One Click have NEVER claimed to have any affiliation with Professor Hooper other than those usual in ME/CFS advocacy, e.g. promoting his work, praising his efforts etc. It would appear that Hooper's apparent anxiety not to be associated with One Click is in response to the apparent smear campaign being conducted by certain individuals against One Click, the evidence of which will be fully delineated in due course. 

We find the `controversy' referred to in Professor Hooper's 
statement to be nothing more than a manufactured situation. What 
controversy could there otherwise possibly be in One Click's 
promotion of a DVD that provides important information to the ME/CFS 
community, including resources in the form of documents, some of 
which have been produced by One Click, as proactive strategies to 
advance the cause of ME/CFS sufferer's needs and rights? The 
only `controversy' appears to have been that generated by false 
allegations and innuendo against One Click.

Professor Hooper, we also note, promotes the MERGE Charity in the 
same statement that he disassociates himself from One Click. While 
he is perfectly free to do so, and indeed MERGE have undertaken some 
good work with regard to research, it must not be forgotten that 
MERGE have committed some fundamental political errors with regard 
to their collusion in:

(a) not revealing the details of the highly damaging RCPCH report to the ME/CFS community, until it was too late for the ME/CFS community to mount a campaign against it, to the detriment of 40,000 child ME/CFS sufferers in Britain;

(b) failing to make any comments on the NICE scope document, 
particularly around biomedical research and the Canadian Guidelines, 
even though they are invited stakeholders and therefore taking 
direct part in an exclusionary political representation process 
(therefore cannot claim to be `above politics');

(c) saw the work done by One Click in the media last year to 
promote the cause of ME/CFS sufferers and critique the psychiatric 
paradigm as `other people's wars', and refused to co-operate after 
initially promising to do so.

We find it shameful that advocates taking part in important 
proactive initiatives, as we have done so, are then attacked for 
such important work for the ME/CFS community. While Professor Hooper 
is concerned to prevent the disagreements, antagonism and ill-
feeling apparently generated by the production and promotion of the 
DVD (another shameful situation), he should be aware that by 
contributing his statement, with all it's nebulous implications, to 
Stephen Ralph's site, a person known for his ill-feeling towards One 
Click, he has in fact inadvertently exacerbated those exact problems.

Angela Kennedy
The One Click Group 
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23 May 2005 

A STATEMENT BY PROFESSOR MALCOLM HOOPER 

Returning after a few days with my family I was greatly disturbed to 
find a large number of e-mails that indicated considerable controversy 
surrounding the use and distribution of the DVD of my talk to the Norfolk and District ME Association. Whilst I was happy for the talk to be captured on video and circulated on a DVD I did not intend it to become an issue between different groups associated with the welfare and needs of people with ME particularly when friends and colleagues I have come to know through ME are being criticised. I do not wish the DVD to be associated with any specific group other than the Norfolk group that produced it. Neither do I wish the DVD to be used to foment disagreement, antagonism, and ill feeling between ME groups who need to pull together and support one another as fully as possible. 

Although I have met Jane Bryant of One Click and given her advice I 
have no association with the One Click group. 

I also wish it to be made known that I am a strong supporter of 
MERGE for which I am a scientific advisor and for whom I have the greatest respect. Vance Spence has done great service to the whole ME community by providing first class scientific information that supports the case for ME as an organic illness and in this he is ably supported by Neil Abbot to whom I am also extremely grateful for help and advice. They deserve the widest possible support by the whole ME community in their unique scientific work.

--------------------------------------------------------------

ONE CLICK NOTE

From Jane Bryant

Once more we see how the MERGE charity refers to what is done to ME/CFS patients as "other people's wars" whilst simultaneously demanding personal funds from these very same patients. Indeed MERGE has done some good work in the past. However, what it has recently been associated in doing to UK ME/CFS children is utterly unacceptable. Over the next few weeks, there will be much more to come over this MERGE issue that will be published in the fullness of time. 

See 'EVIDENCE OF MERGE COLLUSION WITH THE RCPCH' here:
http://www.theoneclickgroup.co.uk/documents/ME-CFS_char/EVIDENCE%20OF%20MERGE%20COLLUSION%20WITH%20THE%20RCPCH.doc

See 'THE BRITISH CHARITIES EXPOSED - RCPCH GUIDELINES' here:
http://www.theoneclickgroup.co.uk/documents/ME-CFS_char/THE%20BRITISH%20CHARITIES%20EXPOSED.doc

See 'The Vance Spence/Jane Bryant Correspondence – RCPCH' here:
http://www.theoneclickgroup.co.uk/documents/ME-CFS_char/MERGE-RCPCH%20SPENCE-BRYANT%20CORRESPONDENCE.doc

See 'THE MERGE MEDIA CORRESPONDENCE' here:
http://www.theoneclickgroup.co.uk/documents/ME-CFS_char/THE%20MERGE%20MEDIA%20CORRESPONDENCE.doc
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