
11 October 2006

	Munchausen Syndrome By Proxy Survey Launched 

	MSBP: Cross-Party Group of MPs launches survey into Social Services

Download a copy of the Questionnaire here

The Parliamentary Group is inviting parents and organisations to respond to a broad survey on MSBP. Any individual or organisation is welcome to contribute with information on how misplaced allegations of Munchausen (or its many FII cousins) can distort Social Service thinking. 

At Question 3, the parliamentary survey asks for observations on the workings of the Child Protection system: “Does the current model of CP, involving multi-agency working, allow for identification and monitoring of genuine risk while filtering out bogus cases?” 

A standard letter from the Cross-Party Group’s chair is set out below. Email responses to the parliamentary survey are welcome. Earl Howe is a member of the group. 

*******************************

See Press Release: MP's Call For Child Abuse Information


*******************************

THE CROSS-PARTY GROUP
MUNCHAUSEN SYNDROME BY PROXY

This document is an electronic version of the Parliamentary Group’s ‘questionnaire’ first distributed by hard-copy on 5 October 2006. 

You are invited to make an electronic return to this survey, i.e., to complete the questionnaire on this attachment, and return this attachment, as completed, to: mail@cyriax.freeserve.co.uk

*******************************

House of Commons
Westminster 
SW1A OAA

STANDARD COVERING LETTER

October 2006

Dear 

Munchausen Syndrome by Proxy / Fabricated or Induced Illness
Child Protection, Social Services and ‘easy-to-misdiagnose’ disorders

You may perhaps be aware that a Cross-Party Group of MPs is calling for the withdrawal of the guidelines on MSBP and FII. The guidelines were originally issued in 2002 by the Department of Health under the title ‘Safeguarding Children in Whom Illness is Fabricated or Induced'. 

These same 2002 guidelines are incorporated without amendment at Section 6.6 of the new 2006 DfES initiative, ‘Working Together - A Guide to Inter-agency Working.’ 

The Cross Party Group’s present objective is to ascertain the extent of any problems that may have flowed from implementation of these 2002 guidelines. 

I wonder if you might help?

We would be grateful for any information which provides an indication of the prevalence of MSBP-type suspicions put forward each year. For your assistance we include a ‘questionnaire’ for a free-text response. 

We look forward to receiving your evidence. 

It would help to have any replies by one month from date of posting.

Yours sincerely


Dr Richard Taylor MP
Chair, The Cross-Party Group
House of Commons
Westminster SW1A OAA

*******************************

Download a copy of the Questionnaire here.

You are invited to make an electronic return to this survey, i.e., to complete the questionnaire on this attachment, and return this attachment, as completed, to: mail@cyriax.freeserve.co.uk

For queries about your submission, contact Oliver Cyriax at mail@cyriax.freeserve.co.uk (0208 748 1081)

Please feel free to distribute this questionnaire by email to other potential respondents.
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