
5 July 2005
Mr. Nick Hardwick

Chairman

Independent Police Complaints Commission

90 High Holborn

London WCIV 6BH
Dear Mr. Hardwick
I am writing to lodge a Formal Complaint in regard to the wrongful, unlawful arrest and appalling treatment of myself carried out by officers of the Southall police, West London, during the months of April, May and June 2005.  I have had over two months of purgatory at the hands of police officers whose duty it is to protect the general public.  Instead, Southall police officers have acted unlawfully, wrongfully, have threatened me, harassed me, intimidated me, personally compromised the health of my very ill young son and have placed me under intolerable pressure and duress throughout. 

Background  

There is a strong academic debate being waged on a matter of great public importance and principle in relation to the illness Myalgic Encephalomyelitis/Chronic Fatigue Syndrome, World Health Organisation neurological disease classification ICD-10 G93.3. 

Angela Kennedy and I are Co Directors of the One Click international pressure group for patients who suffer from ME/CFS.  We are extremely well known ME/CFS advocates right around the world and our medical and political information on this disease is much respected and sought after. We make constant official representations on behalf of patients to government ministers, members of parliament, the Department of Health, the medical profession, the media et al and we sit on the National Institute of Clinical Excellence (NICE) Committee for the official development of the ME/CFS Guidelines for patients throughout the UK.

It is the case that one side of the ME/CFS debate has been using its contacts and undue influence to get the police to harass, intimidate and threaten the other - two Mothers of sick ME/CFS children.  This is unconscionable behaviour. We do not reside in Iraq.

The Arrest

In the early hours of the morning on the 26th April 2005, four Southall police officers wearing bullet proof vests, amongst them DS Bunkall and TDC MacDonald, barrelled their way into my home unlawfully with us still in our pyjamas. They harassed me, threatened me, intimidated me, terrified my very ill young son and attempted to drag me immediately down to Southall police station.  During the raid, one of the police officers attempted to force open the bathroom door of my home to get at my child who was in the bathroom having a wash at that time. To behave in this way to a sick young child is intolerable.

The police are only permitted to perform any arrest within the framework that the law provides.  To arrest someone the police need either a warrant or reasonable grounds to suspect the commission of an arrestable offence.  The alleged offence in this case was alleged harassment by our publication of legitimate political and medical material on the One Click pressure group website and sending emails as to the availability of this material to interested parties worldwide. 

When the complaint was made, the police must have been given the so called evidence and have this in their possession prior to proceeding against us. Before coming to arrest me the police must by law consider whether the so called evidence and basis of the complaint made out the offence. We know that this did NOT constitute a criminal offence as the Crown Prosecution Service has stated twice. The police now have access to the CPS at the earliest stage in any proceedings and they could and should have requested this information prior to unlawfully shoving their way into my home.  If the police did not consider the law as it applies to the evidence that they must rely on, they do not have reasonable grounds to suspect.  If the police do not have reasonable grounds, they are not permitted to perform an arrest, exercise the power within PACE, search my premises or remove my computer.  

Not only did these officers have no reasonable grounds for their actions whatsoever, but they then proceeded to force me under duress to sign a consent form for the seizure and removal of my computer by threatening me that if I refused to sign, they would call in Social Services to deal with my very ill child and would forcibly remove me and my computer from my home immediately.  These officers behaved unlawfully, improperly and in an intimating and threatening manner throughout.  All four of them against a woman on her own and a sick child. 

Before the police carry out illegal early morning raids, turning people over at their whim and creating havoc, distress and misery to their lives they need to address the question with the so called evidence already in their hands as to whether what has occurred forms the basis of a criminal act or not and if a crime has been committed. Clearly no crime had been committed as the CPS has stated twice. The police cannot go around barrelling through the front doors of the general public and threatening and intimidating people in the process just because they feel like it and to see if something will turn up that takes their fancy. How these officers behaved was a complete and utter disgrace to the force.

Quite apart from the illegality of the actions of these officers, quite how Southall police can justify deploying FOUR police officers to conduct an unlawful early morning raid on a Mother and her sick child when it is a matter of national concern that there are insufficient police officers to combat serious crime is a very interesting point. 

On the basis of what was done to me, every single newspaper editor in the land should be similarly treated and it is absolutely the case in this instance that the Harassment Act has been attempted to be used against us for purposes for which it was not designed and attempted to be used unlawfully to boot.  Precisely what has happened to the right of Free Speech?  

Threats from DCI Geoff Smith, CID, Southall Police

To further compound the appalling behaviour of the police, on the 30th June 2005, I received a telephone call from DCI Geoff Smith, Head of CID Southall police who whilst announcing that the CPS had dropped the charges against us for the second time, elected to "Give me a wee warning." As a writer, I took the precaution of making contemporaneous notes of this conversation with a witness by my side.  Smith stated amongst his other offerings and I quote this man verbatim: “To be absolutely honest with you, what you wrote was quite close to the mark to of criminality.”  This is utterly DISGRACEFUL.  For a senior police office to attempt to put the serious frighteners on a Mother who runs a legitimate pressure group that acts for ME/CFS patients simply because we publish cogent evidence and place it in the public domain is a complete outrage and I am placing this on the record. The police have behaved in an unlawful, improper and utterly disgraceful manner throughout. I look forward to hearing precisely how you propose to discipline DCI Smith for this unwarranted and outrageous action. 

Correspondence

I am still awaiting a copy of the letter that DCI Smith maintains that he sent to me during our telephone call on 30 June 2005 in relation to the CPS dropping the charges once more. As I write to you on the 5 July 2005, this mysteriously disappeared letter has still not arrived and I await its delivery with great interest.  Where is it?  Does it exist?  Or is this yet another example of police fabrication?

I am enclosing with this letter copies of all the correspondence sent to the police so that you may fully understand the depth and the breadth of what we have had to endure. There are specific points raised in this correspondence that the Southall police have still failed to answer such as:  

1.  Why were the criminal charges against Angela Kennedy and myself dropped on the 17th May and then reinstated on the 9th June?  What prompted the resurrection of this criminal investigation and why was it dropped and precisely WHEN was it dropped for the second time as stated in DCI Smith’s telephone call dated 30th June 2005?

2.  What has happened to make Angela Kennedy and myself no longer the subject of criminal investigation?

3.  Please answer the question that was originally raised in my letter dated 23rd May 2005 as to how the Countess of Mar, who lodged complaints against us with the Palace of Westminster Police, was involved in the Southall arrest?  This question has remained unanswered now for over two months and this delay is unreasonable and unacceptable.

4.  During my wrongful and unlawful arrest on the 26th April 2005, DS Bunkall stated that there had been many complaints laid against us, including international complaints. Who are these people and what do these complaints consist of?   Please list and provide the information required. 

5.  Quite apart from my arrest that was unlawful and wrongful, how can the police justify attempting to use the Harassment Act against us as they have done for purposes in which it was not designed nor intended?

Please would you ensure that each and every one of the items raised as above are fully dealt with by the Southall Police without any further unconscionable delay on their part. 

Conclusion 

Angela Kennedy will also be writing to you in support of this Formal Complaint. 

What I require from the IPCC is a full and formal apology for what has been done to us. I shall also be consulting my solicitor as to the best way to legally proceed with this wrongful and unlawful arrest carried out in the most threatening and intimidating manner possible by the Southall Police. The police had no legal right to proceed as they did. I hold the police fully and personally responsible for the severe deterioration of the health of my sick child.  What they have done to our family is deeply offensive and a scandalous outrage.    

I have been a fully law abiding citizen all of my life and a professional career woman. I will never be able to trust the police again and my young son whom I taught at a very early age to know right from wrong and good from bad will forever more regard the police with very well justified apprehension, great fear, and disgust.  The police are supposed to behave themselves lawfully and properly. This they singularly and spectacularly failed to do in this case. 
I await your immediate response.

Yours sincerely

Jane Bryant 
Cc.  James Saunders, Saunders & Co., Solicitors
Encs. 

1. Letter to the Borough Commander, Southall/Ealing Police, 23 May 2005

2. Letter to the Borough Commander, Southall/Ealing Police, 31 May 2005.

3. Letter to the Borough Commander, Southall/Ealing Police, 8 June 2005.

4. Letter to DCI Smith, Head of CID Southall Police, 9 June 2005.

5. Letter to DCI Smith, Head of CID Southall Police, 20 June 2005

6. Letter to DCI Smith, Head of CID Southall Police, 1 July.










THE ONE CLICK GROUP


� HYPERLINK "http://www.theoneclickgroup.co.uk" ��www.theoneclickgroup.co.uk�


Email  mail@theoneclickgroup.co.uk














THE ONE CLICK GROUP


� HYPERLINK "http://www.theoneclickgroup.co.uk" ��www.theoneclickgroup.co.uk�


Email  mail@theoneclickgroup.co.uk











