
11 July 2005

Mr. Nick Hardwick

Chairman

Independent Police Complaints Commission

90 High Holborn

London WCIV 6BH
Dear Mr. Hardwick

Further to my Formal Complaint sent to the IPCC dated 5 July 2005 in relation to my wrongful and illegal arrest and horrendous maltreatment carried out by the Southall Police during the months of April, May and June 2005, I have just received a letter from   Mr. Arwel Jones, District Crown Prosecutor, West London Prosecution Service dated 7 July 2005, a copy of which is enclosed. As you will see, this letter from the CPS is entirely damning and highlights so clearly the malfeasance of the police throughout.
Mr. Arwel Jones of the Crown Prosecution Service confirms that the police did not consult the CPS prior to proceeding against us.   The CPS has confirmed in writing that the police did NOT consult them AT ALL prior to forcing their way into my home on the 26th April 2005 and wrongfully and unlawfully arresting me under the Harassment Act.  That the police had not considered by law whether the so called evidence and basis of the complaint made out the offence. That the police had not considered the law as it applies to the evidence that they must rely on. The police did not have reasonable grounds to suspect, they were not permitted to perform an arrest, exercise the power within PACE, search my premises or remove my computer.  The police cannot go around barrelling through the front doors of the general public and threatening and intimidating people in the process just because they feel like it and to see if something will turn up that takes their fancy. How these officers behaved was a complete and utter disgrace to the force.

The letter from the CPS dated 7 July 2005 states that the CPS HAD NOT BEEN CONSULTED AT ALL over this complaint until the 17th May, the day that the police informed my solicitors that the charges against us had been dropped and that there was no case to answer.  The 17th May 2005 is the first time that the CPS had been told of this case.  My colleague Angela Kennedy and I had therefore been put through purgatory at the hands of the police for weeks on end on no legal grounds whatsoever.  I had been arrested and put through questioning completely and utterly unlawfully.  Moreover, when the police finally did get round to consulting the CPS over this case on the 17th May 2005, my colleague Angela Kennedy who had been put through hell at the hands of the police was not even mentioned to the CPS.  This means that the police had put two Mothers and their sick children through the wringer utterly illegally for weeks.  

It gets worse. The charges against us were dropped by the police on the instructions of the CPS on the17th May 2005, the first time that the CPS was consulted by the police in relation to this case. On the 9th June 2005, Detective Chief Inspector Geoff Smith, Head of Southall CID, then telephoned both myself and my solicitor Mr, James Saunders of Saunders & Co, separately and individually and informed us both that the case was being reviewed by the CPS and had been reopened.  Smith upset me badly. Very badly indeed.  As is on file, I wrote to Smith on the 9th June 2005 and the 20th June 2005 over this reviewing and reopening of the case issue, copies of these letters you already have on file.  I also wrote to Mr. Arwel Jones of the CPS on the 28 June 2005, because it appeared that by the reopening of the case, the CPS decision that the case did not pass the evidential test was being influenced by a member of the public, the complainant Ms. Jane Colby and asked precisely WHY this decision to review and reopen the case had apparently been taken by the CPS.  A copy of my letter to Mr. Arwel Smith of the CPS dated 28 June 2005 is enclosed. 

This letter from the CPS dated 7 July 2005 enclosed states quite clearly that the case had NEVER been subject to review and had NOT been reopened at any time. WHY did Smith make those telephone calls to myself and my solicitor on the 9th June and state that the case was under review and had been reopened?  WHY did this senior police officer lie in this way? What were his motives and those of his officers throughout?   Was he being paid and if so by whom? 

Why did Smith then telephone me AGAIN on the 30th June 2005 and whilst falsely maintaining that the CPS had dropped the charges against us for the second time since the case had never been up for review or reopened by the CPS in the first place, attempt to intimidate me and threaten me further?   All of this is on file and I have a witness to this conversation, plus contemporaneous notes. 

It is now quite clear that the Southall police have acted unlawfully and wrongfully THROUGHOUT this case.  They have harassed, intimidated, threatened and abused two Mothers and their very ill ME/CFS children illegally. 

Mr. Hardwick, subsequent to the receipt of the letter from the CPS, I shall now be contacting my solicitor once more with this new information and discussing the best way in which to proceed. I was unaware that we clearly live in a Banana Republic where police officers can harass, threaten, intimidate, abuse and unlawfully and wrongfully arrest a member of the general public on a personal whim. And moreover when instructed by the Crown Prosecution Service that there is no case to answer, proceed brazenly to lie and state that the case is under review and has been reopened, not just to myself, but to my solicitor also, when, as the CPS has written, this was blatantly not the case..

Needless to say, what has transpired is an outrage. The police have illegally put two Mothers through purgatory and have personally kicked their very ill children into serious relapse. 

I am absolutely disgusted by the police and look forward to hearing from you in detail as to how the officers involved in this case are to be disciplined with immediate effect and an explanation of why they behaved as they did.  
Yours sincerely

Jane Bryant 
Cc. James Saunders, Saunders & Co., Solicitors
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