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	Founded On Porn, Wikipedia Shapes The Way You Think 

	Bomis peddled smut while Jimmy Wales spoke of changing the way the world found its information

by Jennifer Monroe

NEW YORK, NY -- (OfficialWire) -- 12/15/05 -- "We are dangerous and must be stopped" wrote Jimmy Wales (or JIMBO as he likes to be called) on a Bomis banner advertisement he proudly promoted. Little did readers of that message know that the 'funny slogan' was a bit too close to the truth to be as funny to them as it might have been to Wales, when he wrote it.

Wales also wrote, "Did you know: Bomis doesn't know the difference between right and wrong, but we do have it written down somewhere," and he was telling the truth.

Bomis, in case you didn't know is a company—Bomis, Inc.—which until very recently was the legal registrant of the domain name Wikipedia.org. Wales change the 'ownership' of that domain name after an OfficialWire article exposed the fact that his porn business controlled Wikipedia.

According to reports, Wales provided the initial funding—about $500,000 he claims—to launch Wikipedia.

Some of you may have heard of Wikipedia. For those of you who have not, Wikipedia is an Internet project that is trying to build free encyclopedias in all languages of the world.

The project started in January 2001 and according to their website, has reached 1 million articles in about 140 languages—about half of them in English. Wikimedia is operated by Wikimedia Foundation Inc., a non-profit corporation located in St. Petersburg, Florida. Its existence was announced by Wikipedia founder Jimbo Wales on June 20, 2003.

What many of you may not be aware of is that the money for Wikipedia came from pornography.

With other slogans like:

"Objects in Bomis may be slutier than they appear."

"We fornicate so you don't have to."

and "Bomis, we hate the Internet and it shows." ...Bomis/Wales built a web ring, ripping-off other people's copyright protected images and amassing income that he later used to found the online encyclopedia.

The Bomis report, located at Bomis Report was described as a "Babe Report" and at one time featured images that were not Wales' to promote, i.e. copyright theft.

So it is perhaps interesting to say the least that Wales is now in charge of an organization that claims to protect copyright. But, more importantly, the images found in this article and hundreds of others are currently hosted on Bomis.com and so the question must be asked: Does Wikipedia still receive financial support from Bomis/Wales and his pornography business?
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