FDA Globalization Bill Needs Amending

The Honorable (Representative First and Last Name)

Dear Representative (Last Name);

Congressman John Dingell has proposed the FDA Globalization Act of 2008. The Energy and Commerce Committee has not yet acted on this bill. As written, the draft version does not include a specific exclusion applying to dietary supplements as food products. Supplements and nutritional foods are a separate class of foods under the Food Drug and Cosmetic Act. They are not regular food, nor are they pet foods. 

This legislation needs to be amended and clarified so that nutritional foods and dietary supplements are not subjected to the manufacturer registration and user fee requirements for domestic and foreign traditional food companies, as has been proposed. The consumer safety issues for nutritional foods and dietary supplements are already addressed in the Dietary Supplement and Nonprescription Drug Consumer Protection Act passed by Congress and enacted into law (PL 109-462) in 2006. 

The FDA has yet to issue regulations for the DSNDCPA law. The FDA has a history of subverting the Dietary Supplement Health and Education Act (DSHEA). I, for one, don't trust them to do the legally correct thing. Conflicting regulatory requirements is the last thing I and other consumers of nutritional foods and supplements need. I hope that Congress can get its act together on this matter, before it is too late.

I hope you will discuss this issue with your colleagues on the Energy and Commerce Committee so that unintended consequences do not occur. 

Sincerely, 

