ENCEPHALOPATHY VS. ENCEPHALOMYELITIS - THE LIST

By Jane Bryant

28 October 2004
Who is for and who is against Opathy and Itis? We name names.

In recent years, the King’s College Collaborating Centre - home of the “Wessely School”, had CFS (with ME subsumed under this umbrella) erroneously re-classified in the UK as a mental disorder. This caused a huge amount of distress to patients and had a dramatic impact. It sharply escalated the numbers of children being forcibly removed from their homes simply because they suffer from the neurological disease ME/CFS. It assisted Local Education Authorities to refuse Home Education for ME/CFS children and try to force them back to school too early. (This is the biggest cause of relapse in ME/CFS children).  It caused further problems for very ill patients attempting to claim Benefits to survive and for insurance claims. It further heightened the disbelief and scorn heaped upon the heads of the over 240,000 patients suffering from this neurological disease in the UK - 40,000 of them children and young people.

With much work carried out by many in the ME/CFS community with particular note to the efforts of Connie Nelson, Jean Harrison, the Countess of Mar and many others, the World Health Organisation then confirmed that that this piece of sleight of hand performed by the psychiatrists had been done against the ruling of the WHO and against international consensus - that the classification of Myalgic Encephalomyelitis/Chronic Fatigue Syndrome must be reinstated in the United Kingdom as a neurological disease under ICD-10 G93.3. This was a triumph for the ME/CFS community. It was confirmed by Health Minister Lord Warner of the UK government that Myalgic Encephalomyelitis/Chronic Fatigue Syndrome (ICD-10 G93.3) is the term that must be used to refer to this disease by all in the United Kingdom. This forced the King’s College Collaborating Centre - home of the “Wessely School” - to alter their literature and documentation.

However, in tandem with the sleight of hand performed by the UK psychiatrists, Dr. Charles Shepherd, Medical Adviser of the then ME Association sought to get the name of his personal fiefdom charity changed to the Myalgic ‘Encephalopathy’ Association.

This was done because Shepherd maintained that doctors in the UK would refuse to use the term Myalgic Encephalomyelitis and that in any event, the term Encephalopathy was more fitting a name for the disease. This was done despite the fact that no new research had been performed that verifies in any way the accuracy of the suggested Encephalopathy term. The doctors that Shepherd was referring to are, of course, the very same UK psychiatrists who do not believe that Myalgic Encephalomyelitis exists and have worked extremely hard to get this disease known as a somatoform disorder.

This was done by Dr. Shepherd (General Practioner in limited private practice only), despite the fact of the lengthy, documented history and research of the disease known throughout the world as Myalgic Encephalomyelitis. The term Encephalopathy pleased Dr. Shepherd’s psychiatric colleagues of the “Wessely School” immensely as it served to strip UK patients of the neurological classification of ME/CFS.

Dr. Shepherd then proceeded to mount a protracted propaganda blitz campaign to assist his psychiatric colleagues of the “Wessely School” and force the Encephalopathy term into common usage in the UK, despite the recent ruling of the World Health Organisation and the UK government and against the best interests of patients.

Dr. Shepherd began to enlist his allies in this damaging and inaccurate campaign. They are these:

***FOR ENCEPHALOPATHY***

Dr. Charles Shepherd – Trustee, Company Secretary and Medical Adviser of the Myalgic ‘Encephalopathy’ Association charity. Dr.  Shepherd supports the use of his discredited, unpublished “London” criteria for the scientifically fraudulent PACE trial and therefore the trial itself.

Mr. Clark - CEO of the charity AfME that colludes and supports the psychiatrists running the scientifically fraudulent PACE trial.

Miss Ellen Goudsmit, psychologist, possible co-author of the discredited and unpublished “London” criteria who has lied about these criteria in public and has produced diametrically contradictory statements as to whether she is a co-author or not. Miss psychologist Goudsmit supports the scientifically fraudulent PACE trial.

Messrs. Barton and Marsh of the Sussex and Kent ME/CFS Group - AfME Affiliates. Messrs. Barton and Marsh support the scientifically fraudulent PACE trial.

Ms. Jill Moss of the Association of Youth with ME (AYME). Amongst her many other activities, Ms. Moss and the AYME charity are supporting the scientifically fraudulent Junior PACE Trial and have denied co-operation to a national UK newspaper who attempted expose the plight of ME/CFS children being let down by the State.

The “Wessely School” psychiatrists, in particular Dr. Peter White, (leader of the PACE trial) who has used the Encephalopathy term in The Times newspaper.

Other ancillary AfME Advisers.

***FOR ENCEPHALOMYELITIS***

Dr. Betty Dowsett

Dr. Byron Hyde

Dr. Melvin Ramsay

Professor Malcolm Hooper

The Young ME Sufferers Trust (Tymes Trust)

The 25% ME Group (Severe sufferers of Myalgic Encephalomyelitis)

MERGE

Margaret Williams

The Countess of Mar

Dr. Bruce Carruthers and colleagues, authors of the ME/CFS Canadian criteria.

Shirley Conran

The One Click Group (Pressure Group for ME/CFS ICD-10 G93.3 Patients)

The UK Government

The World Health Organisation

This is just a selection of organisations and well known individuals who support Myalgic Encephalomyelitis because of the neurological protection of patients rights afforded by this term from the World Health Organisation and the UK government.

It is more than a considerable coincidence and very revealing to see how those who favour the term ‘Encephalopathy’ collude with the psychiatrists who maintain as Professor Wessely so famously said, “Myalgic Encephalomyelitis is simply a belief system.” Whereas those who work so hard for the ME/CFS community favour and support the correct name of the disease - Myalgic Encephalomyelitis.

As ever, the facts speak for themselves.
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