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GROSS INFRINGEMENT OF A CHILD’S HUMAN RIGHTS

http://www.theoneclickgroup.co.uk/documents/ME-CFS_docs/CHILDS%20HUMAN%20RIGHTS.doc
Both myself and Jane Bryant have been harassed over the past two days by someone pressing for information regarding Jane’s son’s health status. I have even been asked to release details of a child who is not my own. This person would not accept the fact that, especially as a minor and subject to specific vulnerability, this young man’s consent is paramount and his right to privacy overrides any public curiosity about his health status.

As this person admitted, this is as a direct result of the comments made by Kate Stewart (pseudonym Margaret Williams) about Jane Bryant’s son, a child ME/CFS sufferer in her post denigrating Jane Bryant and the One Click Group:

“It is to be welcomed that Ms Bryant’s own 13 year old son has recovered sufficiently to be allowed to play outside in a nearby park without his mother’s presence and is back at school…”

The comments made above about this young man’s ‘recovery’ are UNFOUNDED. Stewart (pseudonym Margaret Williams) has NO idea as to his health status. Her comments were an attempt to cast doubt as to the veracity of a child’s illness, in order to denigrate his mother, even while grudgingly admitting the good advocacy work Jane Bryant has undertaken.

How Kate Stewart (pseudonym Margaret Williams) ‘knows’ about the activities of a child who is not her own is a sinister mystery. That she uses innuendo such as ‘without his mother’s presence’ in a post attacking his mother confirms the sinister implications of that post. That someone should write three emails to me and one to Jane Bryant in an attempt to find out if a child has recovered, apparently on the strength of Williams’ post, because ‘the truth should be told’, is downright menacing.

It was my own daughter, another ME/CFS sufferer, who, outraged when she heard that another child’s health status was being discussed by others in the way it has been, reminded me, in the strongest terms, that ME/CFS children have full human rights to integrity and privacy (even to be out without one‘s mother, among other things), and that these had been severely attacked by William’s post. Others have forgotten or ignored this, but my daughter has not. No-one would claim the right to publicly deliberate of the exact health status of a child with cancer or leukaemia, especially against their will.  Why on earth would this not apply to ME/CFS child sufferers?

Importantly, how would Kate Stewart (pseudonym Margaret Williams), or the person writing the emails demanding information on a child, like it if THEIR health or other personal details were exposed for public consumption? The answer is, of course, that they would not.

This sorry situation points to the lack of respect for child ME/CFS sufferers, even within the ME/CFS community itself. Those who have, in the past two days, taken it upon themselves to attack One Click on the basis of the Stewart’s post, have not ONCE expressed any concern with the FUNDAMENTAL BREACH of a child’s human rights that Stewart has committed. Neither, it has to be said, have the charities claiming to represent the rights of ME/CFS children.

In this context, and that of the lack of concern exhibited over the RCPCH Guidelines and their appalling implications for child ME/CFS sufferers, it looks as if children with ME/CFS really are the poor relations in the world of ME politics. That a child should be used as ‘collateral damage’ (and many will remember that this is NOT the first time people have attempted to intimidate or damage the integrity of Jane Bryant through her son, far from it: I can count AT LEAST FIVE occasions of the top of my head) and shows the depths some will sink to in their quest to protect vested interests, whether political or personal or even the most trivial. It bodes extremely ill for the collective integrity of the ME/CFS community.
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