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	MERUK Charity Axes Major ME/CFS Research Project 

	It has been announced today that the ME Research UK charity (previously trading as MERGE) that primarily survives thanks to the donations of very ill patients has just axed a major ME/CFS research study under the most arcane of circumstances. 

It is most curious that in the statement published below, the MERUK/MERGE charity says: “...the principal applicant on the original grant, Dr Kishore Bhakoo in whose background and scientific work ME Research UK placed a great deal of confidence, had also withdrawn his support for the project. Given this extraordinary loss of core staff, ME Research UK has suspended support…” and are using this as an excuse to pull the plug on a research project that is in fact that of Professor Basant Puri’s, most favourably well known to ME/CFS patients and health advocates around the world. Under these circumstances it is simply extraordinary that Professor Puri is not mentioned in this MERUK/MERGE statement at all. 

The questions arise: What is Dr Kishore Bhakoo’s scientific background in ME/CFS so ‘highly rated’ by the MERUK/MERGE charity, that without him on board it must pull the plug? Precisely what are Bhakoo’s qualifications in the ME/CFS field and what studies has he carried out, if any? The answer is none that we can detect. Bhakoo is not a medical a doctor, he has not seen any ME/CFS labelled patients clinically and where is the evidence of his scientific research into ME? 

Rumour has it that Professor Basant Puri, a medic and a scientist with a lengthy and documented clinical and research background in ME/CFS was still willing to continue the study and yet MERUK has cut the funding. Is this how the patients who have donated their money in good faith want this MERUK/MERGE charity to behave?

The MERUK/MERGE charity, globally notorious for its support of the psychiatric lobby over the RCPCH Guidelines on ME/CFS in children that have compromised the health, futures and well being of every single ME/CFS labelled child in the United Kingdom is clearly being mendacious over this research study axing issue. MERUK/MERGE has an infamous history of becoming intimately involved via its Patron, the Countess of Mar, with the false arrest of health advocates who question this charity’s policy and its doings most closely. 

See:

The British Charities Exposed 

The MERUK-MERGE/RCPCH Correspondence 

The Underbelly of ME/CFS Politics Revealed 

If any of our readers would like to make comment on this appalling research fiasco, herewith the contact details: 

Vance Spence
Chairman
MERUK/MERGE
The Gateway
North Methven Street
Perth PH1 5PP
Scotland
Telephone/Fax: 01738 451234
Email: vaspence@dsl.pipex.com
or meruk@pkavs.org.uk

Research politics is a filthy business and it would seem none so dirty as this we see displayed before us today. 

The One Click Group

**********************

MERUK - Position on Imperial College Study

From Sue Waddle, Invest in ME charity 

ME Research UK wants to explain their position on the recent rumours
circulating about the project "Non-invasive structural and functional
neuroimagiing in ME/CFS".

They say:

In January 2006, ME Research UK agreed to fund two years of a PhD
Studentship at the MRC Clinical Sciences Centre, Imperial College London, the aim of which was to use state-of -the-art imaging technology to investigate possible abnormalities in the structure and function of the brain in people with ME/CFS. At that time, we were delighted to be able - on behalf of ME patients - to contribute funding for this important study which was to be based in this internationally respected academic unit. Dr Valentina Doria, a fully qualified medical doctor, accepted the position and was appointed in August 2006.

Unfortunately, we learned two weeks ago that Dr Doria had resigned from the PhD studentship, and that the principal applicant on the original grant, Dr Kishore Bhakoo in whose background and scientific work ME Research UK placed a great deal of confidence, had also withdrawn his support for the project. Given this extraordinary loss of core staff, ME Research UK has suspended support, and discussions are now underway to try to ensure that this important work can continue in some form. We feel that the project which was originally proposed might have provided some answers to why there are "brain symptoms" (which are as characteristic of the ME spectrum as the muscle pain or any of the other myriad of symptoms that people experience) and how these might be treated, and so we are anxious to see work on this field continue in some form.

Hope this clarifies their position.

Sue Waddle
sue.waddle@investinme.org

Invest In M.E.
Charity number: 1114035
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