Myalgic “Encephalopathy” Association UK EGM

MEA EGM, June 2005, further issues for consideration by the membership

From Suzy Chapman

suzychapman@greywood.freeserve.co.uk
The mailing circulated via Co-Cure on Monday, 6 June, subject line:[CO-CURE] ACT: ME Association [UK] EGM: Proposed changes to Mem & Arts http://listserv.nodak.edu/cgi-bin/wa.exe?A2=ind0506a&L=co-cure&F=&S=&P=5617 dealt only with the implications of the powers the MEA Board of Trustees proposes to give itself via changes to the Mem & Arts through the adoption of resolutions 3 and 4 in the:

NOTICE OF EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETING OF THE ME ASSOCIATION.

There are other issues which were beyond the scope of that Co-Cure mailing which I now address:

From the MEA’s governing document, The Memorandum & Articles of Association:

11.
Notice of General Meetings

11.1
An annual general meeting and a meeting called for the passing of a special       resolution must be called by giving at least 21 clear days’ notice in writing.

11.2 However, even if shorter notice is given than that required above, the meeting will be treated as having been correctly called if it is so agreed:- (a) in the case of an annual general meeting, by all the members entitled to attend and vote at it; or (b) in the case of any other meeting, by a majority of the members who have a right to attend and vote. But this majority must represent at least 95% of the total membership of the Company members who have voting rights, 18.3 All postal votes must be received by the Secretary at least seven clear days before the holding of an annual or extraordinary general meeting takes place. Any votes received after that time will be deemed null and void.

I should like to put the following on record on Thursday, 9 June 2005:

Notification of EGM and return of postal vote:

The MEA’s Mem & Arts states that postal votes must be received by the Secretary at least seven clear days before the holding of an annual or extraordinary general meeting takes place and that a meeting called for the passing of a special resolution must be called by giving at least 21 clear days’ notice in writing.

Although some members of the MEA received Notice of an EGM and voting slip on Saturday, 4 June, some members have yet to receive notification of the EGM - magazines containing the notification and the voting slip have still not been received.

If notification is received tomorrow (Friday, 10 June) some members will have been given only 18 clear days before the 28 June when the EGM takes place at the Association’s Head Office, in Buckingham instead of 21 clear days, according to their own governing document.

If voting slips are received tomorrow, allowing for postal delivery for the return of voting slips, some members will have been given barely 8 days in which to make a decision on resolutions 1, 2, 3 and 4, and to return postal votes by 20 June.

The MEA has consequently failed to conform to the requirement of its own governing document for the notification period for an EGM by virtue of the late publication date and failure of some members to receive their copies of the magazine at the end of last week.

Voting slips:

Once again, the voting slips do not allow for a secret ballot.  The voting slips used for the AGM last November were printed on the back of the magazine address inserts which bore the name, address and membership number of the voter.

The Notice of the forthcoming EGM which incorporates the voting slip, is a single sheet which asks for the following to be completed:

Voter’s name, signature and membership number.

I am advised that the appropriate procedure in the case where voting slips are issued to all recipients on the mailing list for the magazine, whether they be non members, lapsed members, members whose subscription renewals are outstanding, full members entitled to vote and members not entitled to vote on account of age, as opposed to voting slips being sent out only to fully paid up voting members would have been to request membership numbers only.

Some members chose not to cast a vote in the AGM for precisely the reason that their vote could be identified.

Casting votes:

The voting slip states:

(vote either for or against each change as you think fit - put a ring over each choice)

No specific option box for abstaining from voting on a given resolution has been provided.

Information about how votes cast are to be counted:

Resolution 1 proposes that:

“Where both a postal vote and secret ballot are held then votes cast in the postal vote shall be added to those cast in the secret ballot.”

No information is given in the Notice of an EGM or on the voting slip itself clarifying how votes cast are to be counted. Is a given resolution to carried on the basis of a simple majority of the total votes cast in both the postal vote and the secret ballot to be held at the EGM on Tuesday, 28 June and if not, on what basis are votes to be calculated?

Why has the Board failed to provide this information or to ensure that Notice of the EGM and voting slips were delivered to the membership within the statutory time-frame?

The Association’s cavalier attitude towards following proper procedures for the running of Trustee elections, Annual General Meetings and now Extraordinary General Meetings is disturbing.

It is the responsibility of the Company Secretary for ensuring that elections, AGMs and special meetings are carried out properly. It should be noted that the MEA had three different individuals holding the office of Company Secretary over the course of little over a year - an office which nobody within the organisation appears to want and which is being tossed from lap to lap like a hot potato.

The MEA has apparently been asked, by a representative of a local UK ME group, for a reaction to the issues raised in my previous Co-Cure mailing and has also been asked whether the MEA want local ME groups to circulate the mailing.

It will be instructive to see whether the Board of Trustees attempts to control the dissemination of legitimate concerns raised by a member of the ME community, to local ME groups. It will also be instructive to see whether, and how, Dr Shepherd attempts to justify these changes to the MEA’s governing document via the adoption of resolutions 3 and 4 and whether an official response on behalf of the Board of Trustees will be forthcoming, or whether we shall have to contend with unofficial responses made off the cuff by Dr Shepherd (Trustee only, not an Officer of the Board since resigning as Company Secretary) or a response from Ms Christine Llewellyn, made in a personal capacity and not in her capacity as Chair of the Association.

In the meantime, if any members of the MEA have failed to receive their magazines by today’s date (Thursday, 9 June), I should be grateful if they would contact me directly (please do not reply to Co-Cure).

Suzy Chapman

suzychapman@greywood.freeserve.co.uk
To donate to Dr Gow’s research fund please send cheques to the address below, payable to “The University of Glasgow”. For donations made under the “gift aid” scheme please contact the University for advice.

Dr John W Gow, Senior Lecturer in Clinical Neuroscience, University Dept. of Neurology, Southern General Hospital, 1345 Govan Rd, Glasgow, G51 4TF, Scotland. Tel: 44 (0)141 201 2465, Fax: 44 (0)141 201 2993.

This information is available on THE ONE CLICK GROUP website

http://www.theoneclickgroup.co.uk
