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	MEA 2006 AGM elections: A call for clarification [UK] 

	One Click Note: With the American Co-Cure internet list, we have once again seen the predilection of the psychiatric lobby evidenced by Co-Cure Moderator old girl Margaret Bailey. From favouring psychiatric lobby material produced by psychiatrist Peter White, leader of the PACE trial that is wasting over £11.1m of British taxpayers money, to promoting the abusive Dr. Charles Shepherd of the Myalgic 'Encephalopathy' Association charity, the Co-Cure internet list promotion in regard to offerings of the psychiatric lobby is analogous to the George Bush promotion of the war in Iraq, particularly highlighting civilian deaths. 

Of course it may be the case that the Co-Cure American internet list in this instance has been misinformed. It may also be the case that they cannot be bothered to extract the digit and extrapolate truth from mendacity. Whatever is the case, we suggest that you read Chapman's post on Co-Cure and then read what was actually written by this woman before Co-Cure got their paws on it. Of course, censoring internet publication of material like this might be an advanced case of brain fog by Margaret Bailey et al. You must make your own decisions. 

Please compare what Chapman actually wrote published below and the American version of psychiatrically influenced Margaret Bailey. Fascinating. Any time that the psychiatric lobby needs to find a home for its material that damages ME/CFS patients, get on to Co-Cure and ensure that Bailey is on Moderator duty. This is internationally known as deliberately fouling one’s very own patient’s nest. Never trust the Americans would be too harsh. Never trust the likes of Bailey would be entirely apposite. 

The One Click Group

********************************************************* 

From Suzy Chapman
me.agenda@virgin.net

MAY BE REPOSTED

MEA 2006 AGM elections: A call for clarification

The Summary of the MEA's July 11 board meeting states:

"The 2006 AGM will take place at the Littlebury Hotel in Bicester on Saturday 21 October at 2pm. Two trustees - Charles Shepherd and Barbara Stafford - will be standing for election this year. We would also welcome enquiries from members, or contacts of members, who would be interested in becoming a MEA trustees. We would particularly welcome enquiries from people who do not have ME as we feel that there ought to be more members of the Board who are fit and well. Further details can be found on page 6 of the July issue of ME Essential."

The July issue of ME Essential states:

"'As usual, we shall also be welcoming nominations of members who are prepared to serve as trustees of the Association. Details of the nomination procedure and voting arrangements will appear in the next issue of ME Essential."

The MEA's Memorandum & Articles of Association states:

28.2 (a) Not less than eight weeks prior to the annual general meeting, the Company Secretary shall write to members seeking nominations for elected positions.

No-one may stand unless a written notice nominating them is received by the Company Secretary at least six weeks prior to the AGM. Members may nominate themselves or seek or receive, with prior agreement, nomination by a third party.


Since the pre AGM issue of ME Essential would be expected to carry the Trustee election addresses and since the membership is required to be notified of a call for nominations at least eight weeks prior to the AGM and since applications from nominees are required to be received at least six weeks prior to the AGM why is the Board leaving it until the September issue before publishing a formal call for nominations for the next round of Trustee elections?

One might have expected that the call for election candidates and full details of the application procedure, including information about the length and form of the election statements required from prospective candidates, the need for referees etc would have been printed in the July issue of the magazine. One might also have expected a reminder of the changes to the election process brought about by the adoption, last year, of Resolutions 1, 2, 3 and 4 in order that prospective candidates who do not have a copy of the revised Mem & Arts are fully informed of the terms under which they are applying to stand for election, since these changes came into force in 2005.

Any other election addresses would then be published in the September issue of the magazine (along with those of two existing members of the Board who are required to stand for re-election and election) together with the formal notice of the October AGM plus the voting slips for the postal ballot for those not intending to vote in person at the AGM, itself - all of which need to be received by the membership within the period of notice required by the MEA's Mem & Arts, which is 21 clear days' notice.

So unless the September issue is going to be published in August, the Board are not going to meet the notification requirements for nominees. But even if they do intend to bring the publication date forward then there will be no magazine printed before the October AGM in which to publish all the nominees' election statements.

How then, is the time-line for this year's AGM elections going to be dove-tailed?

We know from previous experience of EGMs and AGMs that the MEA tends to take things up to the wire and that the MEA's notion of a time-line often seems to have more in common with a Moebius Strip.

If the MEA are planning on issuing an interim mailing before the September pre AGM issue of the magazine, specifically for the purpose of issuing a formal call for nominees, or if they are planning on bringing forward the publication date of the next magazine why have they not said so? And what arrangements are they then going to make for the notification of the AGM, the sending out of ballot papers and the publishing of nominee election statements?

And if it were apparent that this was going to be necessary in order to meet the requirements for notification of a call for nominations, why did they not include a formal call for nominees in the July issue, just published, as they have done in previous years?

The call in the July issue is merely inviting "enquiries".

Why wait until the next issue to put out a formal call for nominations when it will most likely be too late by then to fulfil the requirements of the Mem & Arts for the notification period or to include the election statements of those who have been waiting for a formal call for nominees? It's all rather "fuzzy" and confusing and it would not appear to be viable, based on the information members have been given to date.

So what is the MEA Board up to? Or has there been an oversight on the part of Gill Briody, the Association's Company Secretary?

Is it the case that the Board is encouraging those with a firm or casual interest in standing for election to make "enquiries". Then, following discussion, might they be invited to attend an "interview" and only then, might they be invited to submit a formal application and submit an election statement which will then be published in the September issue of the magazine, within the 21 day notification period, along with the two others?

What might the implications for this be? In going about things in this way, the Board might intend using "enquiries" in order to initiate an invitation or request to attend an "interview" for further discussion which will then be used not only in order to discuss the role and duties of a Trustee and the skills and experience which the potential candidate might bring to this organisation but which might also be used as a "pre application" screening process.

I suspect that the "interview," instead of being an adjunct to the formal candidacy application process might, this year, perform the function of a screening procedure ensuring that, in addition to the powers already given by the EGM Resolutions, the Board can maintain very tight control over which candidates' names proceed on to the ballot paper and which do not, for those considered unsuitable for whatever reason when making "enquiries" or when "interviewed" might never be permitted to get as far as submitting a formal application for nomination or having a candidacy election statement put before the voting membership.

And if they do get through the "enquiry" stage and the "interview" stage and the "references" stage, the Board has also given itself the powers to make recommendations and to publish information about candidates (if it so desires) in the magazine, along with candidates' own election addresses.

It is to be hoped that if prospective candidates request from the Board or the Company Secretary an explanation of the nature, form and purpose of any "interview" they might be expected to attend that they are not subjected to the fiasco and obfuscation to which Mr Farrell was subjected, in the summer of 2004.

I consider that the Board should be called upon to define and clearly set out in writing, for the benefit of those making "enquiries" about prospective candidacy and for the benefit of those who prefer to wait for formal notification of a call for nominees and also for the benefit of members and prospective members of the Association, the nature, form and
purpose of any "interview" to which prospective candidates may be invited (at whatever stage in the process) or are requested to attend.

At the moment, there is nothing to define exactly what purpose this interview serves nor its implications for the progress of a prospective candidate's election application.

Nor was this clarified last year, nor were the Board willing to provide Mr Farrell with this information, in 2004. What he was told was that the "interview" could be used in the same way as a job interview, that is, as part of a selection procedure carried out by the Board prior to the elections themselves, though the then Chair, Ms Christine Llewellyn was later obliged to retract this erroneous statement - for it is the membership who decides who is elected to the Board through the democratic process of elections and not for an existing Board to decide, whether by carrying out the elections via ultra vires means, or by mounting public and private campaigns against prospective election candidates or by adding new Trustees to the Board through the process of co-option, only.

Since the information as it stands in the July issue of the magazine does not make any sense at all I also call upon the Board to issue an immediate statement clarifying the time-line for applications for nominations in these 2006 MEA AGM elections.

Suzy Chapman

Note: The MEA Board of Trustees has also been called upon to clarify at what stage in the process interviews would be held.
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