
----Original Message-----
From: The One Click Group 
Sent: 17 February 2005 12:49
To: Simon Lawrence 
Cc: Angela Kennedy 
Subject: RECENT ACTIONS - 25% ME GROUP 


Dear Simon

As you know, I am a journalist and I took contemporaneous notes of our conversation today, a conversation that was initiated by you. I would now like to recap the following and put this on file. 

1. You stated that your charity is not involved in orchestrating a destruction campaign in regard to The One Click Group. 

2. You stated that you did not like certain of The One Click Group actions but you were unable to list even one with the exception of our criticisms of MERGE over the Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health (RCPCH) Guidelines issue. 

3. When questioned over the statement in regard to the Kevin Short letter and Dr. Dowsett put out by Stephen Ralph and asked if it was correct that this was a joint statement put out by Ralph and the 25% ME Group, you affirmed that it was. 

4. When questioned as to why your charity that was a stakeholder in the production of the RCPCH Guidelines did not make public the terrible psychiatric bias of this document prior to publication since you were privy to all the drafts - a document that is the most damaging paper to hit the ME/CFS scene since the Royal Colleges Report published in 1996 - you stated and I quote verbatim: “The RCPCH asked me not to and I listened.”

5. When persistently questioned as to WHY you did not make the RCPCH information public PRIOR to publication of the Guidelines you simply answered: “I didn’t.” 

6. When questioned as to what you considered your charity could and should do to counter the damage that the RCPCH Guidelines will do to every single ME/CFS child in the country, you responded that nothing could be done because the RCPCH Guidelines have already been published.

Yes indeed. The Oxford English Dictionary definition of the word collusion states this: collu’sion n. fraudulent secret understanding, esp. between ostensible opponents as in lawsuit: hence collu’sive

As I stated to you Simon, it is not the case of attacking ANY British ME/CFS charity (and that includes AfME) per se. It is the case of examining their actions, praising extensively those actions that have merit and criticising those that are appalling and destructive for patients. It is the case that the actions of your charity over the RCPCH Guidelines definitely fall into the latter category. It is not the case that your charity is necessarily bad. It isn’t. But it IS the case that what you did over this vital issue that will affect every single ME/CFS child in the country is unconscionable. You listened to the RCPCH by your own admission and proceeded to sell every single ME/CFS child in the UK down the river along with MERGE, TYMES Trust, AfME, the MEA and AYME. Perhaps you may feel comfortable with having this on your conscience but the parents of ME/CFS children and the children themselves are doubtless unable to feel comfortable in turn. It would have been so easy for you to place your concerns in the public domain or even whistle blow your concerns privately had you elected to do so in order for a public objection campaign to be mounted prior to publication. You failed to do this and instead, elected to “listen” to the RCPCH. 

Angela Kennedy’s daughter is very severely affected by ME/CFS. It is interesting to note just how badly your charity has represented her best interests along with every other severely affected ME/CFS child in the UK over the RCPCH Guidelines that will affect how all ME/CFS children are treated by their doctors and the education authorities for many years to come.

I have absolutely no desire to fall out with you Simon. You have done good work in the past. But equally I will not just sit on my hands and allow the charities to damage my child and so many others simply because you people have recently taken to doing the bidding of the psychiatric lobby, in this case in the guise of the RCPCH. 


Jane Bryant
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