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	What is Lyme? Borreliosis?....Information 

	Since Angela Kennedy and I announced the new bacterial infection Borreliosis diagnosis of our children, previously diagnosed as suffering from ME/CFS for many years, we have had many, many requests for information. We will be publishing more information on Borreliosis and other issues anon. 

Many have asked this question below.

Here is information for you from the BADA UK (Borreliosis and
Associated Diseases Awareness UK) website.

Hope this helps.

Jane Bryant
The One Click Group

**********************************************************************

From BADA UK

Q* - What is the difference between Lyme disease and Borreliosis?

A* - Lyme disease (not Lymes) is a bacterial infection. The cause of Lyme disease is a spirochaete (a long, thin spiral shaped bacterium) called Borrelia. The true Lyme disease pathogen is called Borrelia burgdorferi (Bb) sensu stricto (i.e. meaning Bb in the strict sense). Bb was the cause of a sudden cluster of cases in Old Lyme, Connecticut, where Lyme disease gets its name from. Later other species (or sub-species) were found in Europe and other areas and these were given different names. They all come under the umbrella term of Borrelia burgdorferi senso lato (meaning Bb in the broad sense).

In the UK and most of Europe the most commonly found species of
Borrelia include Borrelia burgdorferi, B garinii, B afzelii and B
valaisiana. Of these species hundreds of subtypes of differing strains
are known to exist. This is why many physicians prefer to use the term
'Borreliosis' and not 'Lyme disease' until such times as the causative
bacteria can be identified as Borrelia burgdorferi sensu stricto, and
not Borrelia burgdorferi senso lato. It is also possible for some to
be infected with multiple strains, to have both Lyme disease and
Borreliosis.

Lyme disease in the true sense is a zoonotic disease, which is passed
on primarily by a tick although evidence suggests that other insects
may transmit Borrelia infections. Borrelia can be passed from mother
to baby in the womb and would be classed as congenital Borreliosis.
The Borrelia spirochaete is very similar to Syphilis but with far more
capabilities. Borrelia has been isolated from semen and vaginal
secretions which creates strong evidence for possible sexual
transmission. In studies, Borrelia has also been isolated from breast
milk, tears, saliva and skin. Much study still needs to be done to
have a true understanding of Borrelia and its methods of infection.

Conclusion:

Contracting an infection of anything but B burgdorferi (sensu stricto) following a tick bite, would be considered by many physicians to be Borreliosis and not Lyme disease. Antibiotics would generally be considered to be the treatment of choice for most physicians no matter which strain of infection.

http://biology.kenyon.edu/Microbial_Biorealm/bacteria/borrelia/borrelia.htm
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